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Lesson One
., DRAGON SHIPS BEFORE COLUMBUS ?
- Jay Stuller: : o

In the winter of 1975 from the murky waters off Palos Verdes,’
Calif., sport divers Bob Meistrell uncovered and raised a large,
circular stone with a hole through its centre. He moved ke o’mect
— which weighed 305 pound§ — tehis diving-equipment stote,.
where ‘it was seen by Wayne Baldwin, a diving instructor, - Bald-
win revealed that he had uncovered a similar stoné at almost éxact-
ly the same spot. - The-pair searched * thearea and eventually dis-
covered about: 35 iore of them vae were brought to:the’ sur-
. face. T R NI, : . :
- Meanwhile a photo of the stone at Meistrell’s shop made its
way to James Moriarty I1I, professor of history and archeology at
the University of San Diego, and a student of dncient sailinig-tech~
niques. After five years of research Moriarty ‘and his assist-
ant, Larry Pierson, became’ conivinced-that these stones were mos’t‘
likely -anchors or other devnces from an ancient shlpwreck pos-
sibly dating as:far back'as 2000 years.

No other traces of the-presumed wreck were found but, con-
sidering the size of the largest stone brought to the surface — more
than half a ton — Moriarty ‘and "Pierson estimated that the craft
had exceeded 100 feet in length and carried a crew of at least 50.
Two stones found farther' offshore. were identified as trailing an
chors. Perhaps these unfortunaté mariners' hiad battled a stortn,
dropped anchor to struggle against wmd and waves, and then went
aground and heeled over. . - b S

' ‘Who were‘the adventurers? Clues’ put together by the scientists
point toward one country as the mariners’ hkehest pomt of origin:’
Chinal " : ' a - o



LESSON ONE

Scholars pretty much agree that Norsemen and others such
as Celts, and maybe even Roman and Phoenician voyagers preceded
Columbus to the Atlantic coast of the Americas. The Palos Verdes
anchor stones add to a growing body of evidence for still earlier
Pacific crossings by Asian matiners. Some of their ships could
have been catried there by winds and currents. Others might have
followed, perhaps in search of trade.

Stephen C. Jett, professor of geography at the Umvcrs1ty of
California, Davis, is a leading authority on possible pre-Colum-
bian contacts. ‘‘Southeast Asia,” he explains, “appears to have
been the hearth of early watercraft development. It remained
ahead of the West until modern times.” Some scholars vehement-
ly discount -the possibility of such contacts across- the Pacific, but
Jett claims they overestimate the difficulties. ““Travel by sea was
far easier and swifter than overland travel,” he maintains.

The evidence for early Pacific voyages is a tantalizing aggrega-
tion. of data, none conclusive by itself. There are clues locked in
classic Chinese legends of travels to a distant land, in reports of
strange, Oriental-looking ships sighted by early Spanish expedi-
tions, and in objects of apparent Asian influence. distovered ,in
sites from British Columbia to Ecuador. Most striking are the
great and mysterious cultural similaritics between Asia‘.and the
old civilizations of Mesoamerica, which includes parts of Mexico
- and Central America. RS

.Edwin Doran, Jr., an expert on ancient sailing eraft, com-
ments, “Hard evidence taken from a pure and controlled archeo-
logical setting-doesn’t, to any great extent, exist.” Still, he says;
the probability of pre-Columbian traps-Pacific contacts is “‘exceed-
ingly high. There are literally hundreds of lines of evidence over
a period of several thousand years pointing in this direction.” By
pulling -all the disparate elements together, a rather convincing case
can. be made. '

‘A late 13th-century vessel discovered near Quanzhou in the
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People’s Republic of China proves that Chjnege seamen had axial
rudders and other technological features not adopted by seagoing
European ships until the middle of the 15th century. ' Studijes
of old Chinese geographies also show they had knowledge of distant
seas and of celestial navigation: charting a course by the stars is
mentioned in Chinése texts dating to the 2nd century B.C. Mag-
netized needles seem definitely to have been used after A.D. 850.

 Given such solid ‘skills and ships, a journey from China to
North America is entirely possible. ' Following along the Kurile
and Aleutian-Islands and down America’s western coast, a mariner
could stay withi' 100'miles of larid. More likely, he would use a.
series of currents that sweep along the coasts of Asia, the Kuriles
and Aleutians, wash North Ameérica as far south as Mexico,” and
veer back south of Hawaii toward Asia. During the monsoon
season winds often push unwary mariners off-course into these
cufrents.- .

Other clues He in Chinese Iegends. One notable but controvers
sial story, found in a history of the Liang Dynasty, tells of Huixian,
a Buddhist monk who came to China in A.D. 499. He told of -
a land he catled Fusang, some 40,000 /i, or 13,000 miles, east of
China. Broiight before the emperor, Huixian was questioned by
a feudal lord name Yu-Kie, who too'k down the monk’s story, addmg‘
flourishés of his own. :

“They have a great number of fusang trees and from them the
country takes its mame,” Huixian reported. “In its early stages,
the leaves look like bamboo shoots. It has an edible fruit that is
pearshaped.” Huixian described the domestication of deer and cat
tle, the latter of which “have long horns.” Huixian also visited &
civilization that Yu-Kie reported was sofe 350 miles east of Fusang,
called the Kingdom of Women. '

It recent years an American author, Henriette Mertz, has pains-
takingly attempted to trace Huixian's alleged path. Beginning it
the south of China, she says, “an approximation of 13,000 miles’

3



LESSON ONE

might well have taken. the Buddhist priest” to Southern Califor-
nia. She notes the similarities between Fusang civilization and the
highly developed societies of Sth-century Yucatan and Mexco, pos-
tulating that the plant fusang. was maize, or corn. - And Mertz
suggests that the Kingdom of Women could have been a matri-
lineal society, possibly ancestors of Indians -of our Southwest.

- Bits of history add pieces to the puzzle., Historign, Maurice
G. Holmes tells of Spanish documents containing descriptions
of Oriental ships gathered, at Tres Marias Islands, off Mexico’s west
coast, in 1576. Earlier one of-Coronado’s patrols ventured up the
Pacific to the mamland shore  to - investigate Indian - rcports of
“houses on the sea.’ -

But what evidence exists in the New World that suggests an

Asian influence? :

~»_.In the early 1960s archeologxsts Chﬁ"oxd Evans and Betty Meg-
gers of the Smithsonian Institution and amateur archeologist Emi-
lio Estrada found fragments of pottery at Valdivia in Ecuador,
dating from the 4th millennium B.C., that bare a strong resemblance
to designs of the same age from:the Middle Jomon period sites on
the Japanese island of Kyushu.. Jomon pottery was made from
about 10,000 B.C., and the Valdivian pottery is among the earliest
yet found in the New World. '

Richard D. Daugherty, a professor of anthropology at Wash-
ington State University, has found, chisels and knives made of hlgh
carbon steel at Ozette, a Paclﬁc Northwest Indian village buried by
mug slides about 400 years ago, The high carbon content of .
the-metal objects, says Daugherty, appears consistent with thé com-
position of metal forged in Japan about the same time. .

Most striking of the eerie parallels was. a method of makmg

bark-cloth and paper that was used by people in Southeast Asia and
Mesoamerica. In both places, many of the procedures seem to have
been-done as a matter of tradition — alternatives: were available
for: essenual steps. And the stone beaters used in the bark-cloth

4
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process by people in southern. Mesoamerica in gbout 1500 B.C.
were almost identical to those used in Taiwan since about 2400
B.C. -

Plants provide additional cluss. ' The sweet potato appears-to
have. &pread from South America to Polynesia in- pre-Coluinbian
times. The American peaniit has been fouhd cultivated in cerfain
sites in Jiangsu and 'Zhejiang provinces between 3300 and 2800
B.C., perhaps brought to China on some early voyage.

Most scholars in the field do not dispute pre-Columbian ar-
rivals from Asia. The big question-is whether these visits were
s1gmﬁcant culturally 1

Consider Olmec culture in Mexaco,, Amencas ﬁrst greqt ci-
v111zatxop which inflyenced . later culturcs throughoyt the Mesoa-
merican region. Olmec civilization, with its dragonlike i lmagps in
art, its sudden mastery of skills in working with jade around 1100
B.C., and certain architectural and city-planning cencepts, is remark-
ably like that of Shang China, the Bronze Age civilization that
began in the 18th century B.C. . Abgut the time that the Olmecs
suddenly acquired their artistic skills, the Shang Dynasty was over-
thrown. by the Zhou Dynasty.. Shang elite and craftsmen may have
fled to the New World.

When Moriarty and Pierson began studymg the slupwreck
site, they sent samples of some of the stones to other scholars for
evaluation. One skeptic, historian Frank Frost, contgﬂded“th'at
the anchors or mooring devices came ffom 19th-century boats
built by Chinese who came over as railroad and mine workers and
then reverted to their traditional livelihood, fishing.” But rare pho-
tographs of ‘such vessels show only American iron anchoring sys-
tems, not stone. And several scientists in the People’s Republic
viewed the stones as a good indication of ancient voyages by the
Chinese. . - ‘ ) :

Just a few rocks w1th holes dmlled in the middle of them —~ but
a discovery that has profound implications. When the pieces of

.



LESSON ONE

this exciting puzzle are put together, a picture begins to-come into

focus. . ‘
Christopher Columbus will certainly never lose his place in

the history of the New. World, but the credit for its. discovery, at

least that of its western shores, may belong to traders, castaways

and adventurers from the Far East.

(from Reader’s D;gest June 1983)

Notes to the Text

1. Clues put together by the scientists point toward one country as the
marmers hkelmt pomt of origin: China! -

' ﬁ"’%ﬁﬁ]‘&%ﬁﬂém&ﬁifﬁ ﬂ’*ﬂ@ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂé E 4’5? h
B

2. The Palos Verdes anchor stones add to a growing body of evidence
- for still earlier Pacific crossings by Asidn mariners. -
- RS MITEEN, E%%#¥E$ﬁﬁ&ﬂk$#° BT Bk
Bt A EXE TR, ' ‘
Pacific' crossings by ' Asian mariners: referting to the fact -that

Asian mariners sailed across the Pacific to the west coast of
America; LU

3, the University of California, Davis..,
WFAREERFRB IR B

. The University of California is an mstltutlon of higher education
founded in 1868, with campuses at Berkeley, Davis, La Jolla, Los Ange-
les, Mount Hamilton, Rwers1de, San Dlego, San Francisco, Santa
‘Barbara, and Santa Cruz. .

-4, ..a leadmg authority on possible’ pre-Columbian contacts. .,
pre-Columbian contacts: referring to those who made. contacts
" with the American continent before Columbus.
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5. The evidence for ;aarly Pacific voyages is a tantaiizing aggregation of
data, none conclusive by itself.
AREYBE ARG BRE - EBAGES, LR AEMN— B2 8
ERELBEN

early Pacific voyages: meaning here the same as ‘earlier Pacific
crossmgs by Asnan mariners’.

6. Bids of history add pieces to the puzzle.
mﬁ$%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ§ﬁﬂéﬁﬁb?ﬁ%ﬂ/ﬁ%o

’

7. When the pieces of this exciting puzzle are pqt together, a plc;ure
_begins to come :into focus. -

ﬁﬁ*%k#ﬁ&ﬁ%%%’i‘ﬁ&%ﬁ#ﬁ&&—*ﬁﬁ. ~iﬁi%‘$i&'] E*ﬁ ®
SE Tk,

Phrases and Expressions

as far back as: as long ago as.. take sth down: to write down

heel . over: (of a ship) to lean over  be consistent with: in agreement
-to one side - with, -

add to: to increase , revert to: return (to a former ..

a body of: a large amount - state/condition, etc)

tell of: speak of; mention

Proper Names
Palos Verdes ma&gm,ggf (#b4)  Larry Pierson/ 'leri 'piosn | 8-

Calif = California BB (ML)

Bob Meistrell /bob 'meistril / #  Stephen C. Jett /'stizfen dzet /
- BWEFRIR (AR HiwF-C-k (AA)

Wayne Baldwin / wein 'bo:ldwin/  Edwin Doran Jr. / ‘edwin ‘dozren/
HR - MBRAEL . C/ARER - 82 (AR

Jamies Moriarty [d3eimz ;mo:ri'a:ti/ Kurile Islands / ku'rizl/ & chain
iR - EHEF (A ‘ of small' islands off the NE

San Diego / sen di'eigou/ a port coast of Asia, extending from
and naval base of S, Cahforma, N Japan to the S tip of Kam-
U.S.A. &;ﬁjt chatka RS
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Aleutian Islands o o'lusfion [/ a
chain of small volcanic islands
belonging to the U.S.A. M
HES

Liang Dynasty 2 ()

Fusang $%& (fZiASEEL)

Henriette Mertz / Jhenri'et 'mostz/.

FHRE - BE (N A) .
Yucatan / juzks'ta: n/ a low-lying
peninsula, separating the Gulf
of Mexico from the Caribbean.
“ Tt comprises parts of Mexico,
Belize and Guatemala iR
Maurice G, Holmes/ 'moris houms/
HH - G EBR/Y (A&

Tres Marias Islands #EHAW
EHBS(RBEH
Coronado / komra'na:dou/ penin-

sular city of south California,
located between San Diego Bay
and the Pacific Ocean REgg
Clifford Evans | 'Klifod ‘evonz/
RS - B AR
Betty Meggers / ‘beti 'megsz /]

-l A8 ‘
Smithsonian Institution / smif-
‘sounjon -/ an

- institution in

Washington, - D.C., founded
in 1846 with a grant left by
James Smithson, for theincrease
and diffusion of knowledge
B RYNE

Emilio Estrada /i'miliou es'tra:ds/
FORFIER - RMTBBLE NA)

Valdivia / va:l'divie / F/Ril# 1
G4)

' Ecuador / ‘ckwado: / a republic

of N.W. South America JgJ§
BIR

Kyustu [/ ‘kjuzfuz / the southern-

most "and . most densely popula-
ted island of Japan’s four main
islands JL

Richard D. Daugherty [ 'doroti/
ME-D- £5%E (AL

Ozette MiE4g (h4)

Polynesia / poli'nizzjo /the eastern
division of Oceania pF]2 g

Olmec / 'slmek / an Olmeca B/
WA '

- .- Shang Dynasty @j¥

Frank Frost / fraek frost / #3227 -
BIHREASL)

EXERCISES -

I.-Each sentence below is followed by three statements. One of the

statements is a suggestion which can be made from the .information

- given in the original sentence. Read;the sentence carefully and circle
your choice. Only one choice is to be circled: =~

1, . The pair searched the area and eventually discovered about 35

~more of them,

A, Mecistrell and Baldwin searchecl the area and instantly found
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A

about 35 pieces of the stone.

B. Meistrell and Baldwin searched the area, and again they found

’ approximately 35 pieces of the stone in the end.

C. Meistrell and Baldwin searched the area and found approxima-
tely more thah .35 pieces of the stone at last.

2. Meanwhile a photo of the stone at Meistrell’s shop made its way
to Jameés Moriarty’ ITI, professor of history and archeology at
the University of San .-Diegc, and a student of ancient sailing

. techniques.

A. A photo of the stone at Mexstrell’s shop came into the hands

: of® Moriarty, who was a professor: of history and archeology
at the University of San Diego. . :

: B. A photo of the stone at Meistrell’s shop came into the hands -
of Moriarty and oné:of hls students of ancient sailing
techniques.

C. A photo of the stone at Meistrell’s shop came into the hands of
Moriarty, who was a professor of histrory and archeology
at the University of San Diego, and'a man who studied
ancient sailing techniques as well.

3. No other traces of the presumed wreck were found but, consider-

‘1 .ing the 'size of the largest stone brought to the surface—-more
than half a ton—Moriarty and Pierson estimated that the craft

h'had exceeded 100 feet in length and carried a crew of at least

50. . : ' :

A. The datimate made by Moriarty and Pierson from the size of
the stone they found was that the ship was over 100 fect
long and carried as many sailors as 50.

B. The estimate made by Moriarty and Pierson resulted from the
fact that the ship was more than 100 feet long and carried a
crew of no less that' 50.

C. The estimate made by Moriarty and Pierson arose from the
~ fact that the size' of the largest stone brought out of the

7 waters was less than a ton.

4. The Palos ‘Verdes anchor stones add to a growing body of
evidence-for still earlier Pacific crossings by Asian mariners.
A. In addition 10 -an increasing amount. of evidence, the Palos

Verdes anchor stones serve as further. evidence to show that

a
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Asian mariners were the first togetto the west coast of
Ameticas,

B. In addition to an increasing amount of ev1dence the Palos
Verdes anchor stones were fresh evidence in favour of the fact
that Asian mariners were the first to sail in the Pacific

C. In addition to an increasing amount of evidence, the Palos
Verdes anchor stones act as fresh evidence in support of
the fact that Asian mariners were the first to sail to and fro
in the Pacific Ocean. .

5. Givén such solid skills and ships, a journey from China to North

America is entirely possible. .

A. It seems entirely possible for the Chinese to reach North Ame-
rica by sea the'moment they had such selid skills and ships.

B. Considering that the Chinese had such solid skills and ships,
it seems that it was eatirely possible for them to sail across
the Pacific Ocean to North America.

C. If the Chinese were given such solid skills and ships it would

~ be entirely possible for them to cross the Pacific Ocean and
. get to North America.
6. During the monsoon season' winds often push unwary mariners
off-course into these currents.
A. During the monsoon season it is only natural that winds often
’ plunge careless mariners into these currents.

B. During the monsoon - season ships sailed. by wunguarded
mariners are often turned away from- their right course and
pushed into these currents by winds.

« C., During the monsoon season winds are often so strong that
ships, along with their careless mariners, are blown off shore
~and pushed into these currents. ,

7. Huixian also visited a civilization that Yu-Kie reported was some

350 miles east of Fusang, called the ngdom -of Women.

A. Huixian also visited a civilization that was more than 350
miles east of Fusang, called the Kingdom of Women, as
declared by Yu-Kie.

B. It was declared by Yu-Kie that Huixian had also visited a
civilization that was 350 miles east of Fusang, called the

10



