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Heleaaiieiiel Magnificence and Sorrow

With the holding of the Olympic Games in Beijing, the City itself becomes the
focus of world attention. Every minor point comes into attention. Surely, Beijing
seems to wake up in a sudden, not only charging forward in high speed, but also
looking backward frequently. Modern buildings are rising up, and ancient palaces
getting repaired.

Behind these material advances is the elevation in soul, the feeling of pride in
Beijing—ese on their native city contains an advanced consciousness of construction.
Historical memory is a precious spiritual wealth, only a clear and complete record
of the past could make one meditate, and lead to correct building direction. So,
at this historical moment, I compile this book from old picture kept in the
libraries. All the pictures collected in this book is taken from the “royal collection”
of the Buildings of the City of Beijing China in Tokyo Royal Museum, published
in 1925 by the Japan Building Technology Press. Actually, this collection is not
a book, but a pile of 102 exquisitely printed photographs (28 x 21cm), placed in
an equally exquisitely made box. The explanations are not voluminous but exact
to the point, of high professional standard. The scenic structures are well planned,
so the pictures could serve as data material for architectural or art professionals,



or for public appreciation.

The contents of these pictures cover mainly the Forbidden City, West Garden,
North Sea, Central Sea, South Sea, Tiantan (Temple of Heaven) , Summer
Palace, Xiannongtan (Temple of Agriculture) and others. The pictures selected are
representative buildings, either in full or partial views, reflecting the exquisiteness
and beauty of Chinese traditional building technology. The time of photographing,
judging from occasionally appearing persons, should be the early years of the
Republic. At that time, the Qing Emperor had already abdicated, but the royal
family was still residing in the palace——the Forbidden City was not yet open to
the public but the private property of the royal family.Nevertheless, with shrink—
ing financial resource, large number of royal employees were discharged, and
there was no one to attend to the vast number of palaces and courtyards, as a
result, weeds were grown in abundance. Compared with the grandeur of the
ruling time of Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong, the images of the declining
Aixinjueluo family could only appear amid smoke and weeds. These pictures with
its main theme on Beijing royal buildings had unintentionally captured the dilapi—
dated moments of the waning years of the Qing family. It was only after it moved
out and administration organization established for the Forbidden City to check
and keep record on all the relics as well as to clean the grounds for opening to the
public that those sad scenes changed.

It is in recognition of the architectural, aesthetic and documentary values of
these pictures that we compile and publish them on the occasion of the Olympic
Games on the principle of preservation——all pictures and explanations are kept
in their original states. We hope to share with our readers the magnificence and
sorrow of the old days in this changing era of the new century.

Qin Feng (signed).
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Picture One The Forbidden City, Beijing, General Plan

This plan is made on basis of various literary data with corrections from
actual measurements made on site to assure its correctness. All palaces in the
plan are annotated with their names, as well as their forms, orientations,
sizes and dimensions .
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