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A Friend in Need Is a
Friend Indeed

Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.
— Theodore Roosevelt
RUEWBA, ERFEZL, RIEHE. —WRS - B

B rownie and Spotty were neighbor dogs who met every
day to play together. Like pairs of dogs you can find in
most any neighborhood, these two loved each other and
played together so often that they had worn a path through
the grass of the field between their respective houses.

One evening, Brownie's family noticed that Brownie
hadn’t returned home. They went looking for him with no
success. Brownie didn't show up the next day, and,
despite their efforts to find him, by the next week he was
still missing.

Curiously, Spotty showed up at Brownie’s house
alone. Barking, whining and generally pestering Brownie’s
human family. Busy with their own lives, they just
ignored the nervous little neighbor dog.

Finally, one morning Spotty refused to take “no” for
an answer. Ted, Brownie’s owner, was steadily harassed®
by the furious; adamant® little dog Spotty followed Ted
about, barking insistently, then darting toward a nearby
empty lot and back, as if to say, “Follow me! It's urgent!”



Eventually, Ted followed the frantic Spotty across the
empty lot as Spotty paused to race back and bark
encouragingly. The little dog led the man under a tree,
past clumps® of tress, to a desolate spot, a half mile from
the house. There Ted found his beloved Brownie alive,
one of his hind legs crushed in a steel leg hold trap.
Horrified, Ted now wished he’d taken Spotty’s earlier
appeals seriously. Then Ted noticed something quite
remarkable.

Spotty had done more than simply leading Brownie’s
human owner to his trapped friend. In a circle around the
injured dog, Ted found an array of dog food and table
seraps® which were later identified as the remains of every
meal Spotty had been fed that week!

Spotty had been visiting Brownie regularly, in a
single-minded quest to keep his friend alive by sacrificing his
own comfort. Spotty had evidently stayed with Brownie to
protect him from predators® , snuggling® with him at night
to keep him warm and nuzzling him to keep his spirits up.

Brownie’s leg was treated by a veterinarian and he
recovered. For many years thereafter, the two families
watched the faithful friends frolicking and chasing each
other down the well-worn path between their houses.
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Friendship Lasts Forever

Prosperity gains friends, and adversity tries them.
— Robert Barkley
MEZXMAK, HFELEWK. —F % - A

Twenty-one years ago, my husband gave me Sam, an
eight-week-old schnauzer®, to help ease the loss of our
daughter. Sam and I develop a very special bond® over the
next fourteen years. It seemed nothing that happened
could ever change that.

At one point, my husband and I decided to relocate
from our New York apartment to a new home in New
Jersey. After we were there awhile, our neighbor, whose
cat had recently had kittens, asked us if we would like
one. We were a little apprehensive about Sam’s jealousy
and how he would handle his turf being invaded, but we
decided to risk it and agreed to take a kitten.

We picked a little, gray, playful ball of fur. She raced
around in the blink of an eye, so we named her Lightning.

At first, Sam and Lightning were very cautious with
each other and kept their distance. But slowly, as the
days went on, Lightning started following Sam — up the
stairs, down the stairs, into the kitchen to watch him eat,
into the living room to watch him sleep. As time passéd,
they became inseparable. When I took either one out of



the house the other was always waiting by the door
when we returned. That was the way it was for years.

Then, without any warning, Sam began suffering
from convulsions® and was diagnosed® as having a weak
heart. I had no other choice but to have him put down.
The pain of making that decision, however, was
nothing compared with what I experienced when I had
to leave Sam at the vet and walk into our house alone.
This time, there was no Sam for Lightning to greet and
no way to explain why she would never see her friend
again.

In the days that followed, Lightning seemed heart-
broken. She could not tell me in words that she was
suffering, but I could see the pain and disappointment
in her eyes whenever anyone opened the front door or
the hope whenever she heard a dog bark.

The weeks wore on and the cat’s sorrow seemed to
be lifting. One day as I walked into our living room, I
happened to glance down on the floor next to our sofa
where we had a sculptured replica® of Sam that we had
bought a few years before. Lying next to the stature,
one arm wrapped around the stature’s neck, was
Lightning, contentedly sleeping with her best friend.
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