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About the Chinese edition: a word from the authors||

Ni hao! 1t is a great pleasure to have the opportunity to write a few words for this
new Chinese edition of Managing Gigabytes. We produced the first edition of this book in
1993—when the World-Wide Web was hardly known. With the advent of the web the
techniques we described became far more important than before. Indeed, we have been
told that our book was required reading at Google in the early days. Back in 1993 a
gigabyte was still considered to be an enormous amount of storage space, but it turns out
that the techniques described apply equally well to terabytes—even petabytes—of data.

Of course, the book has been considerably updated since that first edition.

We have all visited China and seen many wonders: ranging from Jade Dragon Snow
Mountain in the west to Shanghai in the east; from Beijing and Yinchuan in the north to
Nanjing and Guangzhou in the south. The first trip by one of us was over thirty years ago,
and we have seen the country blossom in technical maturity and sophistication from a
base that can only be described as mamahuhu. We are absolutely delighted that our book
will contribute to further extended growth in the key technologies of full-text searching

and data compression.

Many years ago one of our students showed us a Chinese version of an early edition
of Managing Gigabytes. The translation, which we had not been aware of, was
embarrassingly poor, and a devastatingly prominent error was that only one author’s name
appeared on the cover of the book—indeed the other two were not mentioned anywhere

inside either (although their families were faithfully thanked in the translated preface).

So you can imagine how extraordinarily pleased we are to see this new translation of
the second edition of our book. During visits to China in 2008 and 2009 Tim Bell taught

the material in this book at Huazhong University of Science and Technology, and could



see the value of having a translation available for students. We were delighted when we
heard from ZEx, who was starting on a translation around that time, and even more

pleased when we realised what a careful and thorough job he was doing.

Perhaps the greatest compliment anyone can pay an author is to painstakingly
translate their work. We are deeply and sincerely grateful to %% for the tremendous
amount of time and energy he has put into this project. Xiexie! We know that he has
mastered the material because he has pointed out a number of obscure errors in the

English edition, and has asked us many penetrating questions.

We hope you will benefit from his effort, and enjoy reading this book.

Timothy C. Bell
Alistair Moffat
Ian H. Witten

March 2009
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