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Congratulatory Letter 1

The People’s Government of Xu Hui District. Shanghai Municipality

The Symposiom of Huang Daopo Culture

Huang Daopo was the pioneer of the cotton textile industry of our coun
try and the outstanding innovator of textile technique in the 13th century.
whaose historic deeds in diffusion. spread of cotton plantation. innovation in
cotton-spinning instruments and textile techniques not only flourished her
hometown but also benefited the future generations, And furthermore she put
forward to a great extent the developed of our cotton spinning industry as well
as social economy. Nowadays, under the guide of “Rejuvenating the Country
by Science and Education”, of forming a harmonious society. and of construc-
ting creative nation. and in Huang Daopo’s hometown as well as in the most
prosperous region of economy and culture - Shanghai, Huang Daopo Memo-
rial has heen built . at the same time 1Tuang Daopo Culture Symposium is held
not only to show her life -long contributions made but also to explore and car-
ry forward her innovative spirit of no fear of hardships. The holding of the
symposium is of great significance that is bound to play a positive role in flour-
ishing China's academic research as well as advanced cultural reconstruction,

On the occasion of the opening of Huang Daopo Culture Symposium. the
Chinese Society of Museumns and International Council of Museums (ICOM) .
China National Committee express our warm congratulations on this event,

Wish the Symposium great success!

International Council of Museums¢1COM)Y ,China National Committee

rth

October 15", 2006



Congratulatory Letter 2

The People™s Government of Xu Hui District. Shanghai Municipaliry

Donghua University

We are happy 10 learn that *Huang Daopo Culture Symposium™ will be
held on November 181h, 2006 in Shanghai, we sincerely express our warm

congratulations on this event!

Huang Daopo was a [amous

novator of cotten -hand spinning and wea

ving technology. and. meanwhile. an outstanding f{emale representative in
ancient China, In May. 2006 the State Council ratified and promulgated
Huang Daopo s " Wunijing Hand cotton Spinning and Weaving Techniques™ as
the first stare-level non-physical cultural heritages. whose creative techniques
proved themselves to have been one of 1the most precious historic traditions «

maong textile cultures. We helieve this symposium is bound to strengthen our
knowledge of Huang Daopo and her textile technology. and to display its sig

nificance of the traditional technology in modern times.

We wish symposium a great success!

Chinese Soeciery [or Science and Technology History

November 14", 2006
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Preface

Hua Jueming

In early Yuan Dynasty, 1200 AL delined as Yoan Zhen Year, Huoang Deopo.
a folk weaver, returned from Ya Zhoo. Hainan lslandt now Hainan Privines) back and fram
her hometown after o long time Wunijing. Sung Chiang-Fu (now possession of Xuhui
District. Shanghai Muornicipality) . who whole-heartedly passed the advanced arts and crafts
and 1echnigues of the LLi ethnic minority abow cotton spinning and weaving. including cotion
ginning. bowing, three-spindle spinning wheel, varn blended. color matching, heald varn
and pattern design as well as dveing skills onto her populace. which resulted in Sung- Fu e
take on a new look in the structures of society. ecomony and humanism. and. which nusde

Sung-Chiang-Fu hecome the center of cotton spinning and weaving across the conntry, and

which made it contain far-reaching significance by its “Cotten Claths Coming {rom Sung
Chiang-Fu and Tts Clothes and Quilts Covering All Over the Country™, Wonijing Coton

Hand-Spinning-Weaving Arts and Crafts therefore, was Disted as the first state-level cata

logue of the non-physical caltural heritage « Series No, 3671 hy the State Council in June.

2006, namely, upon lem 17 of Classification § for " The Traditional Hand Arts and Crafis™,

Hainan Island. located in the remoute corners of south China. was historically called 1he
desert and the former possession of Zhang Zhou, known by people as the penal settlement of
Su Shih™s being banished. while it was indeed a rich and populous place where economy was
flourishing in the eyes of the people living in the southern region of the Yangtze River since
Thang and Sung Dynastics, When I knew and heard of . in my early vears. Huang Daopo

devds from the literature and folklore. [ was shocked in my heart of hearts that the authenic

historic situations were always widely divergent with people s subjective imagination, Cur
knowledge of 11, therefore, shauld wally with the actual historie situations,

Viewed its histery at socwelogical and technological angle. the dissemination and revital-

ization of Wunijing Cotton Spinning and Weaving Technology has given us 1wo picces of en
lightment;

Une enhghtment is that we must make good appraisal of the great historic achievernents
of women in the development of science and 1echnology as well as of humanism, People nsed
1o regard traditional China as farming centered agricuitural society. the statement of which
was generally acceptable but not so exact and comprehensive. Ching was hustorically built on
natural economy combined with stmallscale peasant economy and small handieraft industry.
bur for metallic trade for farming toeols and variety of implements or without textile line of

businesses for cloths and silk, o owas hard o imagine what people’ s lives looked Like, In the
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14 WUNIING QUILT IS FAMOUS ALL OVER TIIE WORLD

long peried of two thousand vears = Men worked w0 the Ticlds and women sat at the loom™
used 10 be the living stvle of most Chinese peoples and. also. the basic social division of la

hour, Grain. claths and penal servitude were the misin souree of taxatiomn in this SLAZE . AN

which the levy of cloths and silk held greater proportion. Ace wiling 1o the records of Han
Shu CHistory of the Later Han Dvnasty ). the annual average production of cloths and silk
during the period of Han Wa Di ¢ Emperor of Han Dvnastyv) was five million of bolts. and 1he

population at that time wis

sixty millicn. that was. every twelve people had 1o pay every year
tor the loval suchorities one bolt of cloth, During Wei Kingdom ¢ Partition? and Clun [iyvnasty
(Eastern .

sk

nt family ought 10 pay two boles of cloths per vear. two catey of (Chi
nese nwasure i cotlon. one extra ol and tweo shan Cequals 6, G866m0 of silk. Thiring

Northern Sung Dynasty (960 10 11264013, 1. the total number of silk that was taken as o

substitute of taxation amounted w more than six million of holis, And by the stage of South

ern Sung DynastwC1127 10 1279 AT, 0. there was anly hall slice of terriory. while the ol
number of silk and linen that was taken as a substitute of taxation. amounting 1o ten nallion
of Tolts. all of which was the results of momen®s arduous labour day and night, Tt was the
sme just as 4 Thang Hiu Yao#CHistary of the Administrative Statotes of the Thang Divnas

tyd wrote: "Une weaver supported o whole Tamilyv, while hall of taxation and other tributes
ame Tromy it ™ Unfortumately. there was licde aceounts of inventions and creations in ancient
Chinese hooks, even less of those women' s, Among a few records. Leib Tzue who was said
the imperial concubine of Huang Diy fiest invented o raise silkworms and held a promunent
position at that time, And such folklore was based on historic facts, which dermonstrated then
silkwormebreciing and silk weaving were indeed invented and spread by women, Subsequent

Iy Huang Daopo s achivements incontrovertibly proved. with irrefutable historie facts. that
women played a leading vole in invenuon. diffusion and inheritance of the textile technology
though we have known as rare as phoenix feathers and unicorn horn,

What women plaved a role in economy. humanism and the development of science and
technology of the Clunese nation has long been overlooked. ignored and underestimated,
Gratfvingly. a great number of seholars who anended Huang Daopo Culiure International
Symposivm exponnded in all-round way and from angles of humanism. sociology . ethnology.
lolklore. histories of economy and science and technologv, Huang Daopo” s merits amd
achievements as well as their values in modern tmes, which i 2 major coneribution 16 filling
in the gaps i studies of listoriography,

The other enlighiment 1= that we <hoold make full assessment of the major role of ethnic
minarities in the development of histary of China"s science and technology. Less technology

and eraltsmanship were 1ouched in ancient historic haoks and writings of the pionecr scholars
in ancient China. which mainly {ocuzed on administering the country and ethoses, And inven

tiwns and ere

ons of science and technology were sunk into oblivion. seldom had 1he ac-

count= of technical skills and erafrsmanship of the ethnic minorities in that they were ragarded

o be savage. Take © Han Shu Y1 Wen Chilid history of art and eseays for example. 1 s
ted various events and aneedotes. hardly cver did it deal with skilllul masters. only did the
unigque hook € Khao Kong Chis ¢ Arnilicers " Recard of the Chew Li——with a criti-
sak archacalogical analysis). Such situations had slightly changed owing w the gradual rise of

Inwnsman sociely since Sung Dynasty, Nevertheless. fragmentary and incidental desceriptions

simply appeared in notes or novellas. legend and unofficial histery.  Even of there existed a
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few accounts, it was enough for us 1o get a glimpse of the prominence and impact of the
ethenic monorities in scientific inventions and creations, [n ¢ Meng Xih Sketches and No
 published i g Dynasty, 26 volumes. content dealing with 17 varieties such as staries. di
alecti

vart and liceratre, technical skills and implements ete, ) recorded that the (Hang na
tionality in Qing Tang region could forge armours; @ Du Xing Notes brecorded that the Miao
nationality could make steel knives. and 4 Tian Gong Kai Wust Exploitation of the Works of
Natured recorded the techniques and skills of smelting zine and mercury., A study of scientific
hustory and invetigation of ethnology of the ethnie minonties in these years has provided us
with more real cases, such as § The
gy frecorded about vighty kinds of catlons
such s Mro Li Niaocen” s paper easting skills in Dong Ba district: model-melting casting
technigues in De Qin district. Yun Nan Provinee; Mr, Song Zhaolin®s investigation of knife
making techniques of the Ah Chang nationality, and that of iron smelung technigues of the
Naxi nationality in Mu Lis district. Sichoan Provinee: Mr, Qiu Gengva’s investigations and

Assemblies of Common Fabrication Technola

ibetan traditional technology in ten major clas

acconnts of the priminary pettery making of the Dai nationality and the folk patterv-making
skills of the Uygor nationality ete. As far as all these technical inventions and diffusion as
well as their depth. breadth. social benefit and the impact are concerned, Huang e s
achievemnets are undoubtedly the most outstanding and praiseworthy for later gencrations,
This major histarical fact once again gives us explicit instructions that the ald onidireetional
central plains-centered culture spreading mode shoold be replaced by those of new separale
regional culture. twooway culture out of the region. multidirectional and interactive modes of

cultural diffusion. among which the historical contributions made by ethnic minorities hold
Very important status,

(v
miaking studies of Huang Daope’ s cotton spining and weaving crafismanship and cultural con-

a long period of time, many a specialist or scholar has heen engaging in tapping and

notation a: well as its secial values, Their spinits of meticulous scholarship and academic

achievernents are commendable and substantial, Huang Dy
2006 and the presentation of the

po Culture International Svmpos-
A Collection of Academic Thesesbtare the concentrated
The People’s Government and the Cultural Bureau of Xu Hui District, Shanghai
Munie |]}Al|l\r have done a great deal for protection and for hoosterism of Huang Daopo Cul-
ture, Mowadays Huang Daopo Memorial Temple and Memorial Hall have heen taken a new

look atter renovation, Full and accurate content and displays have become the teaching mate-
rials for the patriotic education of youngsters and v

st number of audience. Encouragingly.,
the Cultural Bureau of Xu Hui District has compiled Huang Daopo Calture into the teaching
materials suited o local needs for the use in primary and middle schools. the pineering work
of which conforms 1o the requirements of UN O) i Internatioal Convention for Protection of
Non Physical Cultural Heritagebeoncerning the ensurring of witality of nen-physical cultural
heritage. mcluding conflirmation. [ile-establishing. re

search. preservation, diffusion. boost,
propagation and vigorous promotion mainly through regular and informal channels. Through
practices of the above-mentioned eight links

alming at proper protection and propagation of
Huang Daopo Cultures it will contribute 1o displs

ving the wisdom and creativitys 1o inspiring
our national spirit. 1o enhancing people ™« diatheses. 10 promating the formation of a creative-
type society, and. at the same time. o making it become a cultural sysmbol of Shangha Mu
nicipality, O the occasion of presentation of the © A Collection of Acadernic Theses

sincerely extend my congratuations and heartfelt respects,

{ Chairman of Chinese Society of Tradetional Technology.
Professon of the Institute for Hiswry of Natural Seience, Acadermia 3
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