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Chapter 1

The Funniest Face

January 6, 1842 was an important day for the
people of Paris. This day was a religious holiday as well
as the Festival of Fools. The people of Paris loved to
celebrate the Festival of Fools. This was a time to light
bonfires and put on plays. Also on this day, a Pope of
Fools was elected. This Pope would be paraded through
the streets of Paris for the entire crowd to see.

As usual, there was a noisy crowd outside the Palace
of Justice. The people came early so they could find a
good seat. At noon, the important members of the
church would arrive, and a play would be performed.
Pierre Gringoire was the author of the play.
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The Funniest Face

Chapter 1 BEBNRE

The noisy crowd, full of beggars and students, was
beginning to get out of control. They were eager for the
play to begin. The people began climbing up the front of
the building and breaking windows. They also yelled at
the actors.

Pierre decided to start the play before the crowd
became violent. However, the noise of the crowd made
it hard for the play to continue.

Suddenly, a man from Belgium stood up. The man
said that the actors were poor and the play was not
funny. He also said that they should elect a Pope of
Fools right away. He told the audience that in Belgium
they had a better way to elect the Pope.

“Whoever can make the funniest face,” said the
Belgian, “is the Pope of Fools.”
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The audience thought this was a very good idea.
They knocked out a window of the chapel as a hole for
people to stick their heads through. One at a time the
men made funny faces through the hole in the window.
They pushed and shoved each other; everyone wanted a
turn. Each face made the crowd go wild with laughter.
The funniest face of all had not yet appeared.

Suddenly, a terrible face poked out through the
hole. The crowd stared in awe at the ugliest face they
had ever seen. This was definitely the face of the Pope
of Fools.
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