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Preface

en structural

Shanghui has undergone great cha

es in 700 years. It has gathered various domestic

styles and drawn a colorful and spiritual picture seroll of structural history.

Shanghai's modern structures are even marvelous and splendid. They have been honorably callde Structural Fair

of All Nations. These structures are just like a flashy crown in the ¢ity. Everybody adimires it. The modern strue-
wires in Xuhui District are the most glittering pearl on this crown.
Xuhui District is situated in the southwest of Shanghai downfown, being on the verge of the Huangpu River,

facing each other across the river at Pudong New District in the east, bordering on Honggiao Economic Develap-

ment Zone in the west. nearing Minhang Economic and Technological Development Zone in the south, resting the

head on the business street — Huuihaizhong Roud, and neighboring upon Luwan District, Changning District.

Minhang District und neighboring upon Luwan District. Changning District, Minhang District and Jingan District.

v of comi

Itis a muin passagew in and going out from Songjiang. Jinshan, Qingpu and Fengxian. It is also a

land gate leading to Jiangsu Province. Zhejiang Province, Jiangxi Proyinee and Fujian Province.
& g & nang 2 !

In 1843, after the opening of Shanghai. the British and French imrerialists ete. threatende and forced the Qing

Government by military foree to sign a series of unequal treaties, und delimitedthe so-callde “British and French

National’s Residence™ which was also the origin of Shanghai concession [n 1914, the French concession exfended

1o Xuhui District and the real estates of the city raised and developed. After breaking out the anti-Japanese war.

the concession had once become a safe belt of

%

separating the war flames. The domestic and foreign real estate

businessmen  startde tobuild a large number of high- villas and apartment houses by using of this opportunity.
In 1930°s of the 20th eentuty, a high-cluss residemtial quarter was primarily formed in the concession region of
Xuhui District. The residences with superior equipments were most owned by the Kuominting military and

political officers, pi national industri real estate and foreign

nerchant.and partly belinged to the real estate of religious and social groups.

There are many scholars and rich cultures in the history of Xuhui Distict. The exchange of the Chinese culture

with the Western cultureand the development of cultaral facilities and scientific and technological installations
have all formed the specific scholarly and humanisfic features. The residences with gardens, apartment houses,
new-style-lane houses and public buildings such as churches rank first in the city. These historical structures not

ive factor of

only belong to the city but also to the tressure of the world-wid peaple. The structure is a most decis

epochal. social and national natures, Study and protecion of historical structures are one of ity ’s signs civilization.

The structure is callde as a solidified music because it is a joining point of history. cultuer and arts, and has

and

already evolved a demeanor and feeling. 1t is our unshakable duty to discover and recognize the historic
cultural values of the modern structures in Xuhui District. to analyze and study the modern structures with

scientific pointof views, and finally to protect thesesuperior modem structures. In this book contains a good many

structural real scenes, historical shots, some historical anccdotes, with abundant data

alyses of structusal style:

and  full and accurate contents. [tis a reference book of high value. inevitablely and surely 1o be welcomed by the

readers of the structural cirele and the social circles after its publication.

Han Zheng

dune. 2001
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Summary

The sea can contain one hundred rivers.and can even contain a good many rivers
Tn the middle and late period of the 19 century.Shanghai has begun t become one of the most impor-
tant windows of the Chinese and Western culural exchange. From that time,the Central plains culture und

the Wu-Yue culturee.the inner land culture and the coastal culture.and the Eastern culture and the Western

culture have been exchanged here with each other and joined together.and finally co

stituted a marginal
culture, that is the Shanghai style culture which differs not only from the original culture but also differs

from the foreign culture.Such Kind of culture reflects in a variety of fields like society. economy. structure.

literature, life philosophy. arts and authentic judg; Tt features the comyp iveness.leniency. heredity,
creativeness and practical use.

Xuhui District is situated in the southwest of Shanghai downtown and is on the verge of the Huangpu
River. Its water and land traffic is rapid and convenient,It is the region with most features,in which the
Chinese and Western cultures of Shanghui collide earliestly most fiercely with each other for the first time.
It has left the descendants a history with thee richest contents. Ding Xiang Garden.Xuhui Public Scholl,

Xuhui Nwe Grand Hall. Xuhui Book Storage Building . etc.are the precious historical and cultural heritage

and humanistic feature.

for this district and which also have a specific cultura defails

of the Western capitalistic economy and the rise of

In 19205 of the 20% century.with the develoy

the national capitalism.the city construction of the old Shanghai

a rapidly developed while the Great
Powers had continuously occupied and enlarged their concessions, and constructed the roads by crossing the
border. The so-called “concessions”™ had not only become “the nation of the nations”™ which meant that
China had lost its sovereignty but also had influenced the city’s planning road arrangement and structural

styles.All these made the ondary cupersede the primary. The city’s appearance and flavor were just like

those that had brought from abroad.

Except the historical humiliation and heavy burden. in the eyes of the “Old Chinese”. the land of
Xuhui District was still quiet and tomantic region. Here, the broad leaves of phoenix trees shaded the sky
and the sun. The secluded and lonely roads were in a picce of green. The magnificent villus und aparment
houses were deeply or shallowly buried in the shadow of tress. How graceful their postures were! How

flirtatius their expressions were! From that time, in the old Shanghai the high officials and noble lords,

unts, distinguished personages and scholars,

witrlords and political officers. foreign busi and rich merc

famous men and big: even progressive persons und patriots resided here one afier another in profusion.

This district had become the nnoble residence of Shanghai.
Today in Xuhui District.more than 2000 “old houses™ are the residential group with (he most features
in Shanghai. They have converged the structural essence of the world-wide countries and displayed the

artistic styles of different periods. They have dlso displayed the demeanars of alien lands with outstanding



concept and fine handicraft in riotous profusion. Some of them are colorful. Some are magnificent, Some
ure Tuxurious, Some are tasteful. Allof them have become the magic trecasures of Shanghai.

I these old houses behiind phoenix trees we can find 1if

rent structural styles of different historical

periods. different nanons and different ntatives. The | styles ate all-inclussive.rich and colorful.

including the British siyvle ,Germun style French style, Spanish style and Russiun styly o classical Chinese

paltace structure and civil fradifional structure. from ancient Greek style. Roman column architecture. Byzantine
stvle.Goetheun style. Renaissance style.Barogue stylechisseal and neoclassical 1o various sehoals of moder
structures,

People say. “We look at Xian in 2000 years.Jook at Beijing in 1000 years and look at Shanghai in 100
years.” These “nld houses behind phoenix trees”™  mingled with the Westem cultural features andd the
mational colors are just a crystal and evidence of the. mixture of the Western and Eastern cultures.and are
also @ high gebneralization of the importance of Shanghai modern history in the development of Chinas
whole history.In this aspect of meaning. these "ol houses behind phoenix treces™ do not only belong to
Shanghaibul also are  “live fossils™ that have witnessed the Chinese history.

Great changes have been brought to the word within a hundred yeares. Let us glance back the changes

King ph

within a century,
Standing wthe frontier of the cenmury.we must judge these historical herituges with thee historical

eyesight These old houses hidden behind phoenix trees have inscribed their “structural featwres™ on the
important annals of the modern Chinese fate. These structuinl remains have already been considered by

many men of insi

tas s “Structural Fair of Al Nations.”  They not only contain a high humanistic and
historical value_but also hide un artistic und scientific value in architeecture,

The stroctures in a ¢ity and the environments constituted by these structures are o tich hiswprical and
cultiral accamulation of different periodsand also a material inforqaton carmier of different periods. They

can reflect the sociuls al and cultural d ats of different periods, The historical andd stroc-

tural seenic areiss formed hy these™ald houses behind phoenix trees™ have been reflecting the developmental
pulse of a city and artracting the domestic and foreien ourists with their relatively complete arrangement,
frarmine |

and social envi and specific historiacal

scenes of a city These specific historical

structure groups have fully displayed the specific Shanghai-

yle culture by meuns of special space forms.

They are the material bases of backbone of perciotis Shanghai-style culture. They are also the important

refernce for multiple plans andd designs of Shanghai city construction.

al

Howeversinee 1990°s of the 20" century we have to worry about the dangers these valuabie histori

and structurul seenic

are facing in the large scale of development and construction when peaple iire
filled with joy by thee great changes these areasare in a state of superload operation. The rapid development
o ceonomy and the acute increase in city population and construction density are making the traditional

historieal and structural culture and street seenes extinguished. The rise of real estatees anhid the large scale



of old city remoulding and re-construction are also making the historical scenes in these areas gradually

declined.and have been exposing many contradictions and problems. The horizontal line has been
continuously destroyed by the new development projects. The quiet.secluded and elegam environments in
the resident ayeas with gardens have been destroyed by the high-rise building groups.

Today. the “sustainable development™ has already become & cominon knowledge of the people and

theme of social develapment. It is an important task 1o protect and reetan these “old houses behind phoenix

trees”, superiorize the city” « whole environment and realize the districts sustunable development of society
and economy.

The region where exist these "old house hehind phoenix trees”™ Has been defined as “protection area

of Historical andd Structural Seenes™, How 1o protect and retain these old houses will be u great praject for

us.In the practice of market economy. in view of hoth economy and society. it is impossible for us ta

completely retain the eity” s historical arangements and historical seenes. Therefore,we have 10 cary out the

proinciple of “being guided by murkevoper e and supported by government” while we

ed by enterpri
adhere t general protective frame of the whole city. Howeverit is possible for us to adjust the city’s functions

in the protective arcas.to adjust regional enviranment through such methods as adjustment of (he structure

1 and 5 ion, exch; ol the city's functions, correet treatment of

of tand use. contral of

demalishing, re ing and ing and comprehensive to reappear the city’s historical
development pulse by means of partial region and 1o develop the region with complete scene. hence further
10 develop the regional cconommy and culture, 1o increase the value of land use anc w promote the development
of the city.

It is our duty-bound responsihility (o recognize and discover the historical and cultural values of the
modem structures in Xuhui Distict. 1o analyze and stucy them with scientilic point of views, and finally o :

protect 1hese modern . The OId Houses Behind Phoenix Trees has been compiled just

based on such Kind of thoughts and ideas. this book has ¢lucidated these old houses from the angles of

architecture, human history and social demeanors. We hope more people sirive together to discover and

protect the historicul cultuve of Xuhui District, and come 1o realize and feel the romantic and charmming

“phoenix trees, city and homeland™.

The Old Houses Behind Phoenix Trees is not a history. and not @ picture album which purely reflect the

agsthetie vilue of structures. Tt does not intend 1o preuify some hearsays and historical aneedotes in order 1o

attruet the readers, 1Uis amirror. for us how to carry out a new round of remoulding of the old district. and

how to realize the susthinable developments of fedl estates, society. economy. culture and so on.

Shen Jun

June, 2001
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