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Unit 1

Search for Success

n In your opinion, what is success? Please give some examples of successful
people or talk about the celebrities according to the pictures below and then
conclude what qualities are necessary to be a successful man.

SeHU.

7
7, 7

3 Write down what you are talking about on the following notepad.




cpart Two Practical Reading

Search for Success

(Li Yanhong — Robin Lee is the founder and chairman of
Baidu. After graduating from Peking University , he went to the USA
Jor his further study. In 2000, he came back to China and initiated
his own company — Baidu. After 8 years of development, Baidu has
become the largest Chinese language search engine across the world
now. The following is an interview between Li Yanhong and the
Journalist — Wang Daging. )

Wang Daqing: The whole world has witnessed tremendous

changes in China’s information industry in recent years, and what role
do you think Baidu has been playing in the Internet market ever since its appearance eight
years ago?

Robin Lee: I think the information retrieval, or search engine in particular, is one of the
very basic functions in the Internet age. Since the Internet is a network of information, people
naturally would rely on search engine to find information. Actually this trend has become even
more obvious as the amount of information available online gets larger and larger. I should say the
only thing we do is Chinese searching, and we’ve been very focused. This is why Baidu becomes
the largest Chinese search engine in the world. We have a large user base, and every day lots of
people come to Baidu to do their search and find the information they want. I believe lots of
people do think they rely on Baidu to find information.

Wang Dagqing: As Baidu keeps growing, you surely will need to recruit more people. What
qualities do you appreciate most in an employee? And how do you evaluate their capabilities?

Robin Lee: Well, broadly speaking, there are two criteria we care about. Number one is
how well the person can work in or can appreciate our company culture. Baidu is very much like
a start-up company in Silicon Valley, where people can communicate very openly and have
flexible working hours, casual dressing, and open-door policies. We encourage employees to

innovate, to work hard. We need to make sure of the kind of environment. Number two is we do
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Unit 1  Search for Success

care about the person’s capability of doing his or her work. We don’t care much about the
candidate’s degree, background, gender or marital status. The only thing we care is whether the
candidate can do his or her job.

Wang Daqing: You are quite successful both academically and commercially, yet what do
you prefer to be thought of as, a top search engine specialist or a successful businessman?
And why?

Robin Lee: Ideally both. If I have to put a label on myself, I should say I’'m probably still
an engineer. As an engineer my dream is to have as many people as possible use the program or
the project I built. So Baidu is one way of realizing my dream. You know, every day tens of
millions of people use Baidu to find information, and I feel passionate about making a product like
this which can help many people benefit from the Internet.

.. Wang Daqing: Nowadays many young people look on you

-. . as their role model, what suggestions or advice do you have for

Ba‘ @ ég these young people who wish to become successful in the
future?

Robin Lee: When I was young, I also thought a lot about these kinds of questions. And
firstly I think the most important characteristic of a successful person is the ability to think
independently. There are a lot of opportunities, but there are not many people who realize that the
opportunity is there for him or her. So you have to have the ability to think independently — what
you can do best, what is the most suitable job for you. When you choose your career path, you
need to keep this in mind. Maybe you are good at sales, maybe you are good at technology,
maybe you are good at starting a company and maybe you are good at working for a large
company. You need to think independently to find out what you are good at. I think it is the most
important thing. Secondly, once you have figured out what you want to do and what you can do
best, you should focus on it. Do not change your job every year. That is not a good practice. Do
not change your focus either. You should realize that if you focus on something, you should be
able to do it better than most other people.

"ew Words

1. witness [ 'witnis] v. (A )Y4EiE, B & be a witness to sth.
2. tremendous [tri'mendos] adj. (#2E) E X#) extraordinarily large in degree
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1 10.
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. retrieval [ri'trizvol] n. (& B #iR65 )4tk ,#6% (computer science) the operation of {

111.

112,
13.
| 14.
| 15.

1 16.
1 17.
| 18.

T T =TT

1. play a role in ¥ & £ & 2. in particular 45 5|4
3. relyon ¥, KB, KE 4. broadly speaking 4% ¥ 3%,
5. care about NEETF, A0 6. tens of millions ¥ F 7
7. benefit from ([&----- )R A2, %E 8. look on... as AN, B
9. figure out ¥ f## 10. focus on %‘F(E% Q) Feeeoor 3

—

accessing information from the computer’s memory

available [ o'veilobol] adj. <T#) M &, T43%|#) obtainable or accessible
recruit [ri'krut] v. #48A ,4E3 register formally as a participant or member

quality ['kwoliti] n. &, % f,4 & a degree or grade of excellence or worth
appreciate [o'prizfieit] v. %%, 5% be fully aware of

evaluate [i'veeljueit] v. 4y, 45t,4 % place a value on

innovate [ 'inouveit] v. 347, 4/#7 bring something new to an environment /
capability [ keipo'biliti] n. #/,74 4 the quality of being capable — physically or |
intellectually or legally i
gender ['dzendo] n. 5| the properties that distinguish organisms on the basis of |
their reproductive roles

marital ['meeritl] adj. #§4845; %X %£(19)4 of or relating to the state of marriage
academically [ @ko'demikoli] adv. %Rt ,#3# k£ in regard to academic matters

commercially [ ko'mo:foli] adv. # &k, % % L in a commercial manner ‘
specialist [ 'spefolist] n. %% an expert who is devoted to one occupation or branch |
of learning
ideally [ai'dioli] adv. #2483k, H %% in an ideal manner

passionate [ 'pefonit] adj. #1%#),# A # having or expressing strong emotions
characteristic [ kerikto'ristik] n. #4E, 4,4/  a distinguishing quality

ases and Expressions

HEEN




Unit1  Search for Success

Yotes

1. search engine: &5 %,

. Baidu: ZEEE % F 2000 AEQIANEEAF . BT EHE SRV ERMN ERANERTIE,
B 3 28 SR T, ROk B 23K 138 NE KB 6 000 7 AKKERER, “A
B = EFERR(EER) PR EFHTEE , REESZEREET L ERAE
. Silicon Valley: FE4 ., EEEEMEF L EN, Rt FREAHHE KT Tl i, 3
FE“REA " BRI H AL EESE T REX AL A,

ext-Related Exercises

. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

. What does the word “initiate” mean (Paragraph 1) ?

A. Set up. B. Find out. C. Join. D. Bring back.
. What does Robin Lee not care much about in hiring an employee?

A. Whether a person can appreciate his company culture.

B. Whether a person can work hard.

C. Whether a person has enough capabilities of doing his work.

D. Whether a person has a special education background.

. What does Robin Lee want to be regarded as most?

A. CEO. B. Engineer. C. Businessman.  D. Educator.
. What is Robin Lee’s dream as an engineer?

A. To be a successful search engine specialist.

B. Tens of millions of people like using Baidu.

C. As many people as possible use the program or the project he built.

D. Baidu can be a way to realize his dream.

. What is the most important characteristic of a successful person in Robin’s opinion?
A. Thinking independently.

B. Working independently.

C. Seizing every opportunity.

D. Working diligently.
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I. There are ten incomplete statements here. You should fill in each blank with the proper

Jorm of the word given in the bracket.

1. She (witness) __ the accident and had to testify in court.

2. The Prime Minister was not (available) for comment.

3. We are having difficulties in (recruit) well-qualified staff.
4. A musician can (appreciate) small differences in sounds.
5. No one doubts her ( capable) for the job.

6. There are three (candidate) for the vacancy.

7. His (passion) speech had an effect on our emotions.

8. Sympathy is the feeling ( character) of mankind.

9. This new drug is not yet ( commerce) available.

10. How about your business, studies and ( marry) status?

Il. Replace the underlined parts in the following sentences with the expressions given below that

best keep the original meanings.

relies on evaluated benefited from looked on as figure out —I

The author of a blog is often referred to as a blogger.

Can you find out how to solve this problem?

My wardrobe definitely profited from having a fashionable older sister.
The country depends heavily on its tourist trade.

Teachers are always judged by their students’ exam grades.

IV. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1.

I think the information retrieval, or search engine in particular, is one of the very basic
functions in the Internet age.

2. Broadly speaking, there are two criteria we care about.

I feel passionate about making a product like this which can help many people benefit from the
Internet.

4. The most important characteristic of a successful person.is the ability to think independently.

. Once you have figured out what you want to do and what you can do best, you should focus on

it.



Unit1  Search for Success

The Bloggers’ Age

(Megnut. com is the weblog of Meg Hourihan. Meg is widely recognized as one of the
world’s leading innovators in the development, design and implementation of weblogs and
blogging technology. )

In the early days of the Internet, each new page was a cause for celebration. The early
pioneers watched in excitement as the network grew, and they wanted to keep people informed
about this growth. Now, home pages are so yesterday. You were cool 10 years ago if you had a
home page. Today blogs are where it’s at.

Meg Hourihan was in a bad mood. She had nothing major to worry about, but she was
afflicted by the triple malaise of a woman in her late twenties: (a) the weather was lousy; (b)
she was working too hard; and (c) she didn’t have a boyfriend. Nothing, not even eating,
seemed very interesting to her. The only thing that did sound appealing was moving to France and
finding a new French boyfriend, but even when she talked about that idea she struck a sardonic,
year-right-like-I'm-really-going-to-do-that kind of tone.

I know this about Meg because I read it a few months ago on her personal website, which is
called Megnut. com. I’ve been reading Meg for a while now, and so I know all kinds of things
about its author, like how much she loved Hilary Swank in Boys Don’t Cry, and how she wished
there were good fish tacos to be had in San Francisco, where she lives. I know she’s a feminist,
and that she writes short stories, and that she’s close to her mom. I know that she’s a little dreamy
and idealistic; that she fervently believes there is a distinction between “dot-com people,” who
are involved in the Internet for its I. P. O. opportunities, and “web people,” who are in love with
the imaginative possibilities presented by the medium, and that she counts herself among the
latter.

i

This new kind of website is known as a “weblog,” or “blog,” of which Meg is an example.
Blog is short for weblog. A weblog is an online journal, typically consisting of a personal diary or
social and political commentary, sometimes with replies from readers. Blogs generally represent
the personality of the author or the website. Blogs have common elements: updated frequently
(usually daily) ; informal; grouped by date with links to archives of older posts; informative and/
or inspiring ( the good ones) ; frequently linked to other sites that inspired the blog; and addictive
for those who blog. The author of a blog is often referred to as a blogger. When we add an entry

to our blogs, we may often say we blogged today. Blogs are part of a non-publishing revolution
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that allows individuals to express themselves to the world. Blogs are easy to create, easy to
maintain and fun to read.

Most of the new blogs are, like Meg, intimate narratives rather than digests of links and
commentary; to read them is to enter a world in which the personal lives of participants have
become part of the public domain. Because the main audience for blogs is other bloggers,
blogging etiquette requires that, if someone blogs your blog, you blog his blog back. Reading
blogs can feel a lot like listening in on a conversation among a group of friends who all know each
other really well. And that is how, when Meg followed up her French-boyfriend-depression by
posting with a stream-of-consciousness blog entry a few weeks later saying that she had developed
a crush on someone but was afraid to act on it. “Maybe I’ve become very good at eluding love but
that’s not a complaint. I just want to get it all out of my head and put it somewhere else,” she
wrote her love life which became not just her business but the business of bloggers everywhere.

But the reason the blog phenomenon is so hot right now is that blogs have become vehicles
for news and commentary. Not a few nobodies have become famous simply because their
commentary is trenchant and entertaining. And some of these bloggers are now wielding influence
in public affairs. All it took was a free and simple tool and sharp mind. That’s the beauty of the

Internet.

o S
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1 1. afflict [ o'flikt] v. 4% --e--- B, A e Eh (B FA#HES)  cause great |
unhappiness for :
2. malaise [ mae'leiz] n. Ri&, § 4k R4F MR physical discomfort (as mild sickness or |
: depression )

3. lousy ['lauzi] adj. /& &, ¥4  very bad

4. sardonic [ sar'donik ] adi. (A, T i) @ £ 89, £ 2 & disdainfully or

ironically humorous 8
| 5. taco [tazkou] n. ¥ EZXE(—HEBHFLA L, L AR %) a tortilla rolled cupped
: around a filling
| 6. idealistic [ aidio'listik ] adj. 2248 % SU#9, MA B, REFEE  of or relating to the |
: philosophical doctrine of the reality of ideas
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