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Karl Marx, the Spiritual Leader
| of the Proletariat
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There is no royal road to science,and only those who do not dread the fa-
tiguing climb of gaining its numinous summits.
——Karl Marx
ENFLRETFENARE, RAFFARFELEHBIR MBEHUA, 1785
FEERBTARNTN S,

FR-BRE”

Whether socialism proves,in the long span of centuries,to he good
or evil,blessing to men or a curse,Karl Marx must always be an object of

interest as one of the great world-figures of immortal © memory. As the

* RIR - B (1818—1883) DB E XA A ., MAFERA BBK TEE.
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years go by, thoughtful men and women will find the same interest in
studying the life and work of Marx. Karl Marx was one of those whose in-
tellectual achievements were so great as to dwarf his individuality and his
private life. What he taught with almost terrific vigor made his very pres-
ence in the Continental monarchies a source of eminent danger. He was
driven from country to country. Kings and emperors were leagued togeth-
er against him. Soldiers were called forth,and blood was shed because of
him. But, little by little, his teaching seems to have leavened U the
thought of the whole civilized world,so that to-day thousands who barely
know his name are deeply affected by his ideas, and believe that the state
should control and manage everything for the good of all.

Marx seems to have inherited little from either of his parents. His fa-
ther, Heinrich Marx, was a provincial Jewish lawyer who had adopted
Christianity , probably because it was expedient @, and because it enabled
him to hold local offices and gain some social consequence. He had
changed his name from Mordecai to Marx.

Karl Marx’s mother, it is certain, endowed him with none of his
gifts. She was a Netherlandish Jewess of the strictly domestic and conser-
vative type, fond of her children and her home, and detesting any talk
that looked to revolutionary ideas or to a change in the social order. She
became a Christian with her husband , but the word meant little to her. It

was sufficient that she believed in God; and for this she was teased by

@ leaven:v. B0H, i & B
@ expedient:adj. FFIH
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some of her skeptical friends. Replying to them,she uttered the only epi-
gram O that has ever been ascribed to her.

“Yes,” she said, “1 believe in God, not for God’s sake, but for
my own. ~

In her son Karl she found an especial joy,as did her husband. Had
the father lived beyond Karl’s early youth,he would doubtless have been
greatly pained by the radicalism of his gifted son,as well as by his per-
sonal privations. But the mother lived until 1863, while Karl was every-
where stirring the fires of revolution ,driven from land to land , both feared
and persecuted, and often half famished

When young Marx grew out of boyhood into youth,he was attractive
to all those who met him. Tall, lithe , and graceful , he was so extremely
dark that his intimates called him *der neger”—*"the negro.” His
loosely tossing hair gave to him a still more exotic appearance; but his
eyes were true and frank, his nose denoted strength and character, and
his mouth was full of kindliness in its expression. His lineaments were
not those of the Jewish type.

He had an absolute genius for study, and was no less fond of the
sports and games of his companions,so that he seemed to be marked out
for success. At sixteen years of age he showed a precocious ability for
planning and carrying out his work with thoroughness. His mind was evi-
dently a creative mind ,one that was able to think out difficult problems

without fatigue. His taste was shown in his fondness for the classics, in

@  epigram:n. BH]
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studying which he noted subtle distinctions of meaning that usually es-
cape even the mature scholar. Penetration, thoroughness, creativeness,
and a capacity for labor were the boy’s chief characteristics.

His father had insisted that he should study law; but his own tastes
were for philosophy and history. He read omnivorously in subjects that
were nearer to his heart. The result was that his official record was not
much better than it had been at Bonn.

The wife of Marx’s youth clung to him through his utmost vicissi-
tudes ©, denying herself the necessities of life so that he might not
starve. In London, where he spent his latest days, he was secure from
danger, yet still a sort of persecution@ seemed to follow him. For some
time , nothing that he wrote could find a printer. Wherever he went, peo-
ple looked at him askance®. He and his six children lived upon the sum
of five dollars a week, which was paid him by the New York Tribune,
through the influence of the late Charles A. Dana. When his last child
was born,and the mother’s life was in serious danger, Marx complained
that there was no cradle ® for the baby,and a little later that there was
no coffin for its burial.

During the last decade of his life, Marx’s health declined and he was
incapable of sustained effort that had so characterized his previous work,

He traveled to European spas and even to Algeria in search of recupera-

vicissitudes :n. Y3, F4 %, BT
persecution : . AE
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tion. The deaths of his eldest daughter and his wife clouded the last years
of his life. Marx died March 14,1883 and was buried at Highgate Ceme-
tery in North London. His collaborator and close friend Friedrich Engels
delivered the famous eulogy three days later.

* And, consequently ,Marx was the best hated and most calumniated
man of his time. Governments, both absolutist and republican, deported
him from their territories. Bourgeois,, whether conservative or ultra-demo-
cratic, vied with one another in heaping slanders upon him. All this he
brushed aside as though it were a cobweb, ignoring it, answering only
when extreme necessity compelled him. And he died beloved, revered
and mourned by millions of revolutionary fellow workers—from the mines
of Siberia to California,in all parts of Europe and America—and I make
bold to say that,though he may have had many opponents, he had hardly
one personal enemy.

His name will endure through the ages,and so also will his work. ”
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