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Which of the following best reflects the main idea of the article?

Which statement best expresses the main idea of the passage?

The main (central) idea of this passage (selection, paragraph) is

The theme (topic) of the passage is

The author’s purpose of writing this passage is

What is the subject of this passage?

What does the passage mainly discuss?
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Which of the following is the best title of the passage?

Choose the best title for this passage.

Choose the title that best expresses the idea of the passage.

Select the most appropriate title.

cibwmw1

Read the following passage and answer the question below.

When George Washington became the first President of the United States, there was no permanent
capital in which to house the government. During the Revolutionary War seven different cities had
served as the national capital. In addition, the members of Congress could not agree as to where this
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permanent capital should be located. Some officials wanted it in the North, others wanted it in the
South. Each of the states hoped that the capital might be established within its own state lines.

At last it was decided that the capital should occupy a section by itself, separate from any of the
states. The place chosen was situated on the Potomac River. The land then belonged to the state of
Maryland, but Maryland agreed to give it to the national government. The section was named the Dis-
trict of Columbia, after Christopher Columbus. The city itself was named Washington, after George
Washington.

Work was begun on the new capital in 1791. In the year 1800 Congress occupied the new Capital
Building. The White House was opened at the same time as the home of all future Presidents.

Which of the following is the best title for this passage?

A. Washington’s Presidency

B. The White House

C. Establishing the National Capital

D. How to choose a country’s capital
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Read the following passage and answer the question below.

Automobile accidents are as familiar as the common cold but far more deadly. Yet their causes and
control remain a serious problem, difficult to solve.

Experts have long recognized that this discouraging problem has multiple causes; at the very least,
it is a “driver-vehicle-roadway” problem. If all drivers exercised good judgment at all times, there
would be few accidents. But this is rather like saying that if all people were virtuous, there would be no
crime. ,

Improved design has helped make highways relatively much safer. But the tide of accidents contin-
ues to rise because of “man-failure” and an enormous increase in the number of automobiles on the road.

Attention is now turning increasingly to the third member of the accident-triangle—the car itself.
Assuming that accidents are bound to occur, people want to know how cars can be built better to protect
the occupants.

Which of the following statements gives the main idea of the passage?

A. Virtuous people would not commit crime.

B. Automobiles have to be built better.

C. Accidents always show poor driver judgement.

D. Road accidents must be reduced.
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Read the following passage and do the exercise below.

The modern world is filled with material for reading. Newspapers, magazines and books all come
immediately to one’s mind. There are also the advertisements in newspapers and magazines, the labels
on products we buy and the signs everywhere. We learn through reading.

Good readers know how to adjust their reading strategies to the material at hand. Reading a text-
book, for example, is not the same as reading a newspaper or a magazine. This chapter presents selec-
tions for general reading, the kind that often does not take place in a classroom. In it, you will learn
strategies for reading popular magazines, advertisements, essays, newspapers and non-fiction books as
well as instructions for consumers.

When you read for general information, you must make use of many clues that help you understand the
material. For example, knowing where the selection is from or the purpose of the selection tells you some-
thing about what to look for as you read. Looking for the key words in the selection alerts you to the
main theme or topic. Finding the writer’s point of view also helps you to read with more understanding.

Underline the topic sentence which tells the main idea of each paragraph.
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Read the following passage quickly to determine its main idea.

Magazines have flooded the market. You find them everywhere—in the stationery, the drugstore,
the beauty shop, the doctor’s or dentist’s office, the barbershop, railroad stations, bus terminals—
wherever people seek a pleasant way to spend leisure time reading. Perhaps the greatest reason for the
magazine’s popularity in America is the demand for short, interesting stories and informative articles
with a wealth of lively colorful illustrations. Another reason may be the exciting variety of magazines ap-
pealing to everyone's taste, whether for sports, fishing, the outdoors, romance, adventure fashion,
news, westerns, mystery, movies, science, etc..

A. You can read magazines in the doctor’s office.

B. Magazines are good for sportsmen.

C. Magazines are colourful and interesting.

D. Magazines are very popular.
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Magazines have flooded the market ZEAHF], BEMESE T2 CKE, XAH TXEMFLEHE, #% DI
EIEFER.

@Example 5

Choose the best title for the passage.

In New York and other large cities, air pollution is an increasingly severe threat to human health. It
can become a similar threat to plant and animal life, too. We cannot minimize the need to intensify our
effort to preserve our most abundant and most valuable natural resource: pure air.

What is pure air? It is a mixture of gases and water vapor necessary for the maintenance of all high-
er forms of life on earth. Trees and man, orchids and fish, wild flowers and birds—in fact, just about
every living thing uses one or more of the normal elements of pure air.

A. The Dangers of Air Pollution

B. The Preservation of Flowers and Fish

C. The Elements of Pure Air

D. Living Things and Pure Air

[k A &+ B S 78BS ZBas BT, SRR CENREN—IS. BHRE
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GExample 6

For the following paragraph, underline the sentence that contains the main idea (topic sentence).

There is a growing controversy over the use of drugs in sports. Denny Mclain, pitcher for the De-
troit Tigers, claims that he needs pep pills or something to keep him going, especially when he is ex-
pected to be good at 162 ball games a year. However, Dr. William Fowler, Jr.of the UCLA medical
school, claims that studies show there is no increase in strength, motor performance or vital capacities
(with drugs).

%5—/) There is a growing controversy over the use of drugs in sports P& : WAE iz 3 {6 H
YR EIE, BHRETFEEBORBEZSiE. T @ Denny Mclain il Dr. William Fowler #§ A #{ 4R #H
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‘ ® Exercises

I. Choose the best subtitle for each of the following paragraphs and write the main idea of each para-
graph. '

Passage A
Most mothers have a good piece of advice: never go into a supermarket hungry! If you go shopping
56 a
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for food before lunchtime, you’ll probably buy more than you plan to. Unfortunately, however, just
this advice isn’t enough for consumers these days. Modern shoppers need an education in how—and how
not—to buy things at the grocery store. First. you should check the weekly newspaper ads. Find out
the items that are on sale and decide if you really need those things. In other words, don’t buy anything
just because it’s cheaper than usual! Next, in the market, carefully read the information on the pack-
age, and don’t let words like “New and Improved!” or “All Natural” on the front of a package influence
you. Instead, read the list of ingredients on the back. Third, compare prices; that is, you should exam-
ine the prices of both different brands and different sizes of the same brand.

A. Compare Prices Before Purchasing.

B. Advice for Consumers.

C. Never Go into a Supermarket Hungry.

D. Don’t Be Influenced by the Attractive Ads.

The main idea:

Passage B

Another suggestion for consumers is to buy generic items instead of famous brands. Generic items
in supermarkets come in plain packages. These products are cheaper because manufacturers don’t spend
much money on packaging or advertising. The quality, however, is usually identical to the quality of
well-known name brands. In the same way, in buying cldthes, you can often find high quality and low
prices in brands that are not famous. Shopping in discount clothing stores can also help you save a lot of
money. Although these stores aren’t very attractive, and they usually do not have individual dressing
rooms, not only are the prices low, but you can often find the same famous brands that you find in high-
priced department stores.

A. Discount Stores Aren’t Attractive.

B. Generic Items Are Cheaper.

C. Generic Items and Brand Names.

D. Plain Packages and Low Prices.

The main idea:

Passage C
Wise consumers read magazine advertisemen:s and watch TV commercials, but they do this with

one advantage: knowledge of the psychology behind the ads. In other words, well-informed consumers
watch for information and check for misinformation. They ask themselves questions: Is the advertiser
hiding something in small print at the bottom of the page? Is there any real information in the commer-
cial or is the advertiser simply showing an attractive image? Is this product more expensive than it
should be because it has a famous name? With the answers to these questions, consumers can make a
wise choice.

A. Advertisers Hide Something in Ads.

B. Attractive Image and Real Information.

C. Famous Names Are More Expensi?e.

D. Intelligent Consumerism.
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The main idea:

II. Read the following news, then decide which of the four choices can be the headline of each news

item.

Passage A

Busmen refused to carry pupils of a London comprehensive school yesterday after an inspector had
nearly lost an eye and three other busmen had been injured when schoolchildren attacked a bus crew.

The crew imposed a ban on pupils of Kingsdale School in Alleyn Park. Dulwich, where a pupil was
thought to have started the incident, has been suspended.

About 18 pupils turned on a conductor on Monday after he had told a youth to stop smoking on the
lower deck of a bus.

A. Busmen were injured and a pupil was suspended.

B. School children attacked bus crew.

C. Bus ban on pupils after attack on crew.

D. Conductor stopped smoking.

Passage B

Heroin worth more than $ 1 million was distributed by accident in packets of frozen prawns deliv-
ered to Chinese restaurants in Glasgow after a ship from Hong Kong docked at Newcastle. Police have
recovered most of the consignment and have launched a full-scale investigation.

A. Heroin was delivered to restaurants.

B. $1 million heroin haul.

C. Police investigate heroin.

D. Heroin was discovered by police.
. Read the following article, then choose the statement that best expresses its central idea.

Robots designed and made in Japan by Fujitsu Fanus are to be marketed by Hydro Machine Tools,
of Halstead, Essex (a member of the 600 Group), in the UK at prices ranging from $25 000 to
$ 60 000.

Basically, the machines are pfogrammed pick-and-place mechanical arms and hands, and will com-
plement the company’s existing numerically controlled lathes, making it possible to produce turned com-
ponents without human attention.

One of the units, Sirobot 2, has five basic movements and can move bodily up and down, rotate on
its own axis, move backwards and forwards horizontally, while the picking hand is able to twist or tilt.

As a result, the robot can supply five associated metal removal machines placed around it with stock
metal and remove the finished components to off-loading stations.

Introducing the new units, 600 Group chairman Sir Jack Wellings said that although considerable
initial effort will be needed in the UK to make such systems acceptable, their ultimate use was “abso-
lutely inevitable” and the company was determined to be at the early stages of growth.

There are probably under 100 such installations in the UK at the moment, compared with an esti-
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mated 20 000 to 25 000 in Japan—a figure described by Sir Jack as “frightening”.
The central idea of this article is:
A. Robots are used in Japan more than in Britain. )
B. A British firm is going to market robots designed and made in Japan.
C. British workers will not accept robots.

D. Robots have five basic movements.
IV. Read the following passage and select the correct answer from the four choices.

In police work, you can never predict the next crime or problem. No working day is identical to any
other, so there is no “typical” day for a police officer. Some days are relatively slow, and the job is
boring; other days are so busy that there is no time to eat. I think I can describe police work in one
word: variety. Sometimes it’s dangerous. One day, for example, I was working undercover; that is, I
was on the job, but I was wearing normal clothes, not my police uniform. I was trying to catch some
muggers who were stealing money from people as they walked down the street. Suddenly, seven guys
jumped out at me; one of them had a knife, and we got into a fight. Another policeman arrived, and to-
gether, we arrested three of the men; but the other four ran away. Another day, I helped a pregnant
woman. She was trying to get to the hospital, but there was a bad traffic jam. I put her in my police car
to get her there faster. I thought she was going to have the baby right there in my car. But fortunately,
the baby waited to “arrive” until we got to the hospital.

Which of the following statements cannot summarize the main idea of this passage?

A. There is no “typical” day for a police officer.

B. Police work can be described as variety.

C. Police can never predict the next crime or problem.

D

Some days are slow and boring, while other days are too busy.
V. Read the following passage and do exercises 1, 2 and 3 according to the directions.

1. Read the following passage and select the answer which gives its main idea.

Significant changes in the pattern of our economic life have been taking place. These changes are cal-
culated to affect profoundly the character of our labor unions as well as other familiar features of our de-
veloping industrialism.

The changes chiefly relevant here are technological—the emergence of large-scale mass production,
the substitution of power-driven machines for the craftsman’s tools, the linkage of machines in series
and the evolution of the continuous-process industry, the resulting displacement of craft skill, and the
wide eclipse of the artisan and the craftsman by the unskilled or semiskilled factory operative. In many,
if not most industries, the very craft skill which was the basis of union membership and of bargaining
advantage is in the process of extinction.

A. The craftsman’s tools have been replaced by machines.

B. New industries are being developed.

C. Semi-skilled workers are no longer needed.

D

Technological advances are affecting the nature and memberships of unions.
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2. Choose the best title for the following passage.

The present mainland of the United States stretches, east to west, from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean. These two great bodies of water seem so clearly to be the “natural” east-west boundaries
of the country that one sometimes gets the impression that the United States always existed in its pres-
ent form. Yet, as we all know, this is not true.

The United States began as a narrow section of territory along the Atlantic coast. Later, with vic-
tory in the American Revolution, the boundary was extended as far west as the Mississippi River. This
was the first step in the country’s growth.

The second great step was the Louisiana Purchase. By this purchase, the country was suddenly
doubled in size. The United States now extended well beyond the Mississippi River. The exact western
limits of the new territory were not known; the treaty itself was not clear on this point. But this was not
too important. The important fact was that no strong foreign power now held territory to the west of
us. The young United States was able to grow in the direction of the distant Pacific.

A. The Territory of the United States.

B. The Louisiana Purchase.

C. The Growth of the United States.

D. The Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

3. Read the following tmragraph and underline the topic sentence.

Because of the way prime-time television portrays them, America’s elderly have a distorted im-
age. Only 1 out of every 50 fictional television characters is over 65; in real life 1 out of every 10 persons
has passed that age. Studies show that in 1 365 night-time programs, older people are portrayed as stub-
born, eccentric, ineffectual, sexually unattractive, and sometimes silly. Older women appear on tele-
vision shows seldom and in roles with few romantic possibilities. Older men are shown as having evil
powers. Because the largest group of people watching television is over 55, television could end up alien-

ating its most faithful viewers.

Key to Exercises:
I. Passage A: B ‘
Main idea: Modern shoppers need an education in grocery shopping.
Passage B: C
Main idea: You can save money by buying generic items and shopping in discount stores.
Passage C: D
Main idea: Consumers with knowledge of psychology can make wise choices by checking for infor-
mation and recognizing misinformation.
II. Passage A: C
Passage B: B
M. B
N.D
V.1. D 2« C 3. HB—4A)
2. IZ2FE, HEFEEIWFHHMA
XA H K H B REEZ A RBENR T SRS SO R 28 FHERISHE. EEEXE S BEE
WUNEPBANE BHE. FEL, N5 RER. ZRPOEE, W, MRS, B4
ER . YIPFERXEREREAM ERG M E SRR, AN MAY L, AR B =
= T0~s



