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[ first met Steven Chu in 1970, when he attended my lectures
in thermodynamics and statistical mechanics as a first—— year
graduate student in physics at the University of California, Berkeley.
It did not take long for me to realize that he was very unusual:
quick, brilliant, energetic, and outgoing, he distinguished himself as
the best student in that class. He asked many questions, we entered
into many discussions, and soon we became well ——acquainted.

After some time, Steven asked me if I would accept him as a
research student. At that moment, I had nearly completed several
research problems, and was anxious to try something new; but I
was unsure of what that new direction should be. Thus as a matter
of principle, I was reluctant to take on a new research student just
then; on the other hand how could I forego the opportunity with
someone so outstanding as Steven? So, [ agreed to accept him and
we started to work together, first on one problem, then on another.
For several years, we encountered only frustration and failure, and
I began to feel that the very brilliant Steven Chu surely deserved
a better advisor than me. However, he remained faithful and
determined, and eventually we found a fruitful and interesting path
to pursue together —— parity nonconservation in atoms.

Now more than 30 years have past, and Steven Chu has
achieved great honor and distinction as a research physicist and
professor, as a Nobel Prize winner, and most recently as Director of
the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. I have no right to claim
any credit for his many brilliant accomplishments, most of which I
never imagined could be possible before he actually did them. Still,
as his teacher, I may perhaps be forgiven for feeling very proud of
him. For this reason I am very glad that Li Jianjun and Cao Hui
have written this biography of Steven Chu in an effort to introduce
him to Chinese readers, and I am honored to contribute this short
preface to their work.
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