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My Father

Teaching Objectives
1. Topic: Understanding the different values held by the young and the
old and the generation gap
2. Grammar points: Contrast uncountable mass nouns with related
countable nouns, such as: bread—a loaf

3. Vocabulary: easy to get along with, be pleased to do... (adj.+ to do
something), vain, easy-going, keep oneself to oneself,

be out of touch with, come first, be off somewhere

doing something, be proud of something, show off, let

somebody down, settle down, not see much of some-

body, in the wrong/right clothes, be opposed to,
humble, break up, make somebody do something

Listening and Speaking Activities

1 Brainstorming

Preparing the students for speaking activities in this part
Familiarizing the students with basic vocabulary for this unit

G N =

o |~

Introduce the five tasks on the board/OHP.

Explain the meanings of each category with exemplary words/expressions.

Have the students work in pairs or groups to complete the five tasks.

Have three or four students present their work on the board.

Comment on and add selectively new words or expressions to their lists by using the
vocabulary for reference.



2 Unit1 My Father

If the students are low in proficiency, use the following methods.

(1) Introduce the vocabulary by listing the words selectively from Topic 1 on the board/
OHP.

(2) Check all the students know the words.

(8) Explain selectively some difficult words, such as humorous/reliable/self-loving/cocky/
vain, etc.

(4) Have the students give their personal opinions about the use of those adjectives by
using the following questions.

Questions
1. According to your observation, which of the words are more suitable to describe a person you would

make friends with?

o]

According to your observation, which of the words are more suitable to describe a person you

wouldn’t like to make friends with?

T Have the students write down the answers into their notebooks according to their
classification.
1 Teach the vocabulary of the other topics in the same methods.

Vocabulary for reference
1. Adjectives for describing personality/character:
(1) Positive adjectives:
easy-going, honest, open-minded, humorous, interesting, pleasant, pleasurable, frank, sympa-
thetic, helpful, loyal, selfless, reliable, considerate, faithful, trusty, versatile, tasteful, warm-
hearted, modest, enthusiastic, zealous, polite, generous
(2) Negative adjectives:
arrogant, dishonest, difficult, narrow-minded, boring, loathsome, unpleasant, selfish, rude, cow-
ardly, self-loving, self-admiring, cocky, boastful, vain, greedy, prejudiced, cruel, patronizing,
mean, pretentious, jealous, hostile
(3) Neutral adjectives:
complicated, reserved, silent, quiet, talkative, sophisticated, ambitious, aggressive, timid, impul-
sive, sociable/unsociable, curious, quick-witted, slow-minded, out-going, shy, unapproachable,

aloof, introvert, extrovert, communicative, uncommunicative

2

Expressions for personal appearance/one’s looks (most of these expressions describe the physical
features of a person):
(1) Size:
thin, slim, slender, big, large, small, little, stout, plump, fat, fattish, robust, athletic, muscular,
skinny, chubby, tubby [short and slightly fat]. strong, weak, slight, well-rounded, roly-poly [short,
round and fat], heavy, overweight
(2) Age:
old, young, look old/young, don’t/doesn’t look one’s age, elderly, middle-aged, in one’s thirties/



