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Seals in the Collection of the Nanjing Municipal Museum
Abstract

Works from the Nanjing Municipal Museum amount to 100,000 pieces in various categories,
among which are seals of about 1,000 pieces. These seals were made for officials, private owners,
modern or contemporary celebrities, or by renowned engravers. Their temporal scope covers the

Warring States through the Republic of China, with numerous variety and rich content.

All the pre-Qin seals in the Museum'’s collection were made for private owners. Among them
is a bronze seal engraved with characters “T&” (Wang Chang), which features sparse
composition and neat style. Bronze seals from Bashu Area, with unique shapes and symbolic
characters, are rarely seen by now. Han-Dynasty seals were mostly made for private owners, but
still with a few official seals: some of the best pieces, such as “*F 54 F]” (Ping Yuan Ling Yin),
“EHEEE” (Jun Si Ma Yin), “5IERE " (Bie Bu Si Ma), “HIZ 4" (Lan Ling Zuo Wei),
“F2ZE” (Wang An Zhi Yin), “ F#EFLE]” (Wang Shun Si Yin), “ 5" (Li Chang
Si Yin), and “3#4UZ E1” (Dai Nu Zhi Yin), have reflected the regularity, roundness and
simplicity of the Han seal characters as well as their graceful and varied artistic styles.

Seals of the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties generally carry their Han
counterparts’style both in form and scripts. The East-Jin gold seal “Ff# #E” (Guan
Zhong Hou Yin), unearthed from the North of Nanjing in 1985, boasts its thin but powerful script
strokes, and thus is deemed as one of the best official seals in the East Jin Dynasty. The stone seal
“ERF K5FE” (Ling Ling Tai Shou Zhang) is one of the earliest examples in using official
script and stone on seals. Also rarely seen are a number of six-sided bronze seals found in East-
Jin noblemen’ s tombs, including seals such as “ZH#K” (Yan Lin), “EASH2" (Yan Zhenzhi),
and “FEFL” (Hua Ying), all of which were concrete research sources for the study of six-sided
bronze seals of the East Jin Dynasty.

The Museum also recommends its seal collection of the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing
Dynasties. The Song seal “#8JM B E(# E]” (Rongzhou Fangyu Shi Yin), unearthed together
with a seal plaque, has witnessed the history of the seal-and-seal plaque system adopted in the Song
Dynasty. The bronze seal “5[E]Z E}” (Zhang Tongzhi Yin), with scripts on every side and
especially miniscule script on four sides, justifies itself a precedent in bronze seals. As 5 [A] 2
(Zhang Tongzhi) was son of 52 +{(Zhang Xiaoxiang), the ci poet and calligrapher in the Song
Dynasty, this seal carries a remarkable significance. The stone seal “JK#&” (Mu Ying), unearthed




from the King of Qianning (Qianning Wang), a founding official of the Ming Dynasty, features
careful and regular inscription, carries the Han heritage of fully-intagliated characters, and even

was dated Hongwu Reign exactly, all of which has made it a precious example.

Nanjing is a renowned place where contemporary and modern historical figures met. There
are a number of celebrities’seals of this period held by the Museum, including a pair of stone seals
owned by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, stone seals of Tan Yankai and Yu Youren, and those of the famous
calligrapher Li Ruiqging and the educationist Tao Xingzhi, as well as Qiang Kai-shek’s signature
bronze seal. Besides these, there are also seals belonging to famous artists, such as Zhao Shuru,
Huang Shaomu, Chen Shizeng, Qian Shoutie, Feng Kanghou, Wang Fuan, Ding Erzhong, Wang
Dongpei, Lii Fengzi, Du Bingru, Tan Yue’se, and Yang Zhongzi. These seals, as material proofs

of modern and contemporary celebrities’, possess a fairly high value both in history and art.

Also worth mentioning are jade seals with tortoise-shaped or chi-dragon-shaped knobs, as
they were among the earliest seal material found so far in Nanjing. Still others were donated by
Mr. Gong Yue, the ex-member of the Nanjing Committee of Cultural Heritage, some of which are
of precious material, such as jadeite, tianhuang(literally Field Yellow), oufendong (literally
Ground Lotus Root Jelly)of Changhua area, and blood stone as well. Besides aforementioned
kinds, precious seal material in the Museum’ s collection also includes aquamarine, sapphire,

turmaline, lazurite, white coral, florite, ox horn and gingtian stone (greenish serpentine) as well.

Senior officer of Nanjing Cultural Relics Bureau
Wei Zhengjin
August, 2003
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