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The Ants and the Grasshopper

On a cold, frosty day the ants began dragging out some of the grain
they had stored during the summer and began drying it. A grasshopper,
half-dead with hunger, came by and asked the ants for a morsel” to save
his life.

“What did you do this past summer?” responded the ants.

“Oh,” said the grasshopper, “I kept myself busy by singing all
day long and all night, too.”

“Well then,” remarked the ants, as they laughed and shut their
storehouse, “since you kept yourself busy by singing all summer, you
can do the same by dancing all winter.”

Idleness® brings want. X HFR , W RFELELHKKTHE, ¥
Bk, BB U,

% Notes
1. grasshopper n. %EiR
2. morsel n. (B¥Y)—H, L&
3. idleness n. WEL, ML, W1E

The Flies and the Honey Jar

Afier a jar of honey was knocked over in a kitchen, the flies were
attracted by its sweet smell and began eating the honey. Indeed, they
swarmed' all over it and did not budge? from the spot until they had de-
voured every drop. However, . their feet had become so clogged® that
they could not fly away, no matter how much they tried. Stymied' by
their own voracious® appetites®, they cried out, “What foolish creatures

1



we are! We’ ve thrown away our lives just for the sake of a litile plea-

”
sure.

% Notes

. swam v. TR, BYR, BE, REFW, =8
. clog v. KEHE(LIZEMELIFTEY)

. stymie v. MFPERE, ELL5H

. voracious a. JREFFEMAM, WM

. appetite n. &K, 0O, g8

—
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-The Eagle and the Fox

An eagle and'a fox had lived together for a long time as good
neighbors. The eagle’s nest was on top of a high tree; the fox’s lair',
at the foot of it. One day, however, while the fox was away, the eagle
could not find any food for her young ones. So she swooped® down and
cartied off one of the fox” s cubs® to her nest, thinking that her lofty*
dwelling would protect her from the fox’ s revenge’. She was about to
divide the cub among her brood®, when the fox returned home and
pleaded fervently” for the return of her young cub. Since her entreaties®
were in vain, she ran to an aliar’ in a neighboring field and snaiched a
torch from the fire that had been lit to sacrifice a goat. Then she re-
turned to the tree and set it on fire. The flames'® and smoke soon caused
the eagle to worry about her young ones and her own life as well, and
she returned the cub safe and sound to his mother.

The tyrant is never safe from those whom he oppresses . 8 3 [k 1 #
BEGEETESALRALT.
% Notes
2



. swoop v. X&¥h, HHR

. cub n. (RRBIWN) S8

. lofiy a. HEH

. revenge n. A, M

. brood n. (BT LEEEHN)—F
. fervently od. U1, iR

. entreaty n. B3R, £k

. altar n. Bz

10. flame n. K&

W X NN AW N -

The Creaking Wheels

Assome;.iiriwereplﬂlingawagonalongabumpyj road, the
wheels began to creak? and make a tremendous noise, whereupon the
driver cried to the wagon®, “Brute*! Why do you groan® when those
creatures who are doing all the work are silent?”

Those who cry the loudest are not always the ones who are hurt the
most. KR, KERGCHABETRZERSH,

% Notes

. bumpy o. GEBES )R, BRURRTH
. wagon n. PUSB4EHE

. brute n. B4

Y B W N -

The Cock and the Jewel

A cock was scratching' the ground in a farmyard in search of food
3



for himself and his hens, when he happened 1o tum up & jewel. Feeling
quite sure that it was something precious, but not knowing exactly what
to do with it, he remarked, “You’ re undoubtedly a very fine thing for
those who appreciate your worth. But 1" d rather have one grain of deli-
cious barley than all the jewels in the world.”

The value of an object is in the eyes of the beholder®. X & #. , % F
RWANRE F—HRNNERES—HE,
. % Notes '
1. scratch v. ¥, %, &, R
2. farmyard n. RFGHEE
3. beholder n. HEFE, ZWE

6] The Moon and Her Mother

The moon once asked her mother to make her a litle cloak' that
would fit her well. “How can I make a cloak to fit you?” her mother
asked. “Right now you’re a new moon, but soon you’ll tum into a full
moon, and later you’ll become neither one nor the other.”

Y Notes
l.cloak n. -3, KM

The Tortoise and the Eagles

A tortoise was dissatisfied with his lowly' life and with crawling®
about on the ground at a snail’ s pace. He envied the bird, who could
soar high inte the clouds whenever they desired. He thought that, if he
could but once get up into the air, he would be able to fly with the best
of them, So, one day he offered an eagle all the treasures in the ocean
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