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Yue Fhewen
There is as yet no accurate statistics about ancient towns left in China.
However, most of found ancient towns have been suffering serious prob-
lem of ineffective protection, some are even verging on ruin. Ancient
civil architectures, as we always emphasized, are precious cultural rel-
ics inherited from our ancestors, so it is our history's duty to properly
protect and utilize them.

History is the track of human life. When studying history to get its
overall picture, we not only need know about those important affairs
such as emperors' granting territories, subjects' assisting government and
discussing official business, military war and battle, but also need know
about people's daily life such as clothing, food, shelter and weans of
travel, custom and etiquette, amusement and relaxation, communication
and trade in different periods.

Forerunners in the field of humanities have been studying cultural
heritage, which has laid a solid foundation for today's work to protect
ancient towns. On May 18th of this year, I participated the 4th Lan Ting
Forum on Chinese Ancient Architecture at Xitang Town. Together with
Mr. Zheng Xiaoxie, Mr. Xie Chensheng and other participating scholars,
we made an investigation into this ancient town and have a deep impres-
sion on it. At Symposium of Protecting Chinese Ancient Towns, we ad-
dressed to call on people to take protecting and retrieving ancient towns
as the first task, meanwhile, to develop a solid cell research on ancient
towns, which will bring fresh vigor for academic prosperity and will
take important effect on propaganda and education for protecting and
utilizing ancient towns.

In recent years, people in many areas have become to realize the



great significance of protecting ancient streets, houses and villages.
However, the work has been merely considered in view of developing
tourism and economy, in fact, these cultural relics are far from real
protection. Only when people living in these ancient buildings have a
correct understanding of their homelands, can they protect these ancient
buildings in their innermost heart. Although so difficult, it is also so
valuable to link up today and the past. Watching the 21st century's sky
silently, little crisscross rivers are blowing beside old corridors. It seems
they are whispering to awake a long long memory of history. This beau-
tiful scene shows us the perfect union between humanical and ecologi-
cal environment. Only we understand this union deeply, can ancient towns
and buildings find a room to survive. We will benefit infinitely from this
room by showing people our ancestors' sense of living, life order, and
living condition, and by creating a good environment for long protect-
ing and utilizing ancient towns.

The Committee of CPC and the Government of Xitang Town are
making great effort on ancient towns' protection and utilization. Now, in
order to do a more effective job of comprehensive development and
legal management of Xitang Town ,they have cooperated with Zhejiang
People's Publishing House to edit the book ,Appealing Xitang Town ,
which not only furnishes true and comprehensive literatures of protect-
ing and utilizing Xitang Town ,but also provides important materials of
propagating Xitang Town and expanding cultural treasures .As a vet-
eran on the way of studying and protecting ancient architectures, I was
trusted by a friend from Xitang Town to write a preface. After reading
the draft sent by my pupil Danging, I write down this paper for reference
only.

2002/8/10  Beijing
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