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PREFACE

The Principle aim of this updated and enlarged edition is to help high school students
build a superior vocabulary and learn the skills of critical thinking, close reading, and
concise writing. The exercises in this edition have been written expressly to teach these
and other desirable skKills at the same time as vocabulary.

Like its predecessors, this edition involves students in a variety of vocabulary-enriching
activities in chapter after chapter.

Learning New Words From the Context (Chapter 1) presents one hundred sixty shorts
passages in which unfamiliar words can be defined with the help of clues in the
context. By teaching students how to interpret such clues, this chapter provides them
with an indispensable tool for vocabulary growth and, at the same time, makes them
better readers.

Enlarging Vocabulary Through Central Ideas (Chapter 2) teaches twenty groups of
related words. In the EATING group, students learn condiment, glutton, palatable,
succulent, voracious, and other eating words. Each word studied in such a group helps
students learn other words in the group.

Enlarging Vocabulary Through Anglo-Saxon Prefixes (Chapter 3) teaches words
beginning with eight Anglo-Saxon prefixes, like FORE-, meaning “before,”
“peforehand,” or “front.” Knowing FORE-, students can more readily understand
forearm, forebear, foreboding, foreshadow, foreword, etc.

Enlarging Vocabulary Through Latin Prefixes (Chapter 4) does the same with twenty-
four Latin prefixes. It is easier for students to understand discontent, discredit,
disintegrate, dispassionate, and disrepair when they know that the prefix DIS- means
“opposite of.”

Enlarging Vocabulary Through Latin Roots (Chapter 5) teaches words derived from
twenty Latin roots. If students, for example, know that the root HERE- means “stick,”
they carf better understand adhere (“stick to”), cohere (“stick together”, incoherent (“not
sticking together”; “disconnected”), etc.

PREFACE
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Enlarging Vocabulary Through Greek Word Elements (Chapter 6) teaches derivatives
from twenty Greek elements, like AUTO-, meaning “self.” Among the ten AUTO-
words taught in this chapter are autocrat (ruler exercising self-derived power),
automation (technique for making a process self-operating), and autonomy (self-
government).

Expanding Vocabulary Through Derivatives (Chapter 7) teaches students how to
convert one newly learned word into several— for example, literate into illiterate,
semiliterate, literacy, illiteracy, etc. The chapter also provides an incidental review of
some basic spelling rules.

Understanding Word Relationships and Word Analogies (Chapter 8) supplements the
numerous explanations and hints given throughout the book on dealing with analogy
questions. This chapter is principally for students who are unfamiliar with analogy
questions, or are having difficulty with them.

Whenever something is learned, it is likely soon to be forgotten unless it is used.
Therefore, students must be encouraged to use— in their writing and class
discussions —the words and skills they are learning in this book. If a wordy paragraph
can be made more concise or if undesirable repetition can be avoided by use of a
synonym —they should be expected to do so because they have been using these very
same skills hundreds of times in the exercises of this book. When a strange word can
be understood from a knowledge of its root or prefix —or from clues in the context —
they should be challenged to define it and to verify their definition in the dictionary.
Above all, they should be encouraged to own a good dictionary and to develop the
dictionary habit.

The Authors
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From the Context

81 X5 ZlamaliC

]
What is the context?

The context is the part of a passage in which a particular word is used and which helps to
explain that word. Suppose you were asked for the meaning of bear. Could you give a definite
answer? Obviously not, for bear, as presented to you, has no context.

But if you were asked to define bear in the phrase “polar bear,” you would immediately know it
refers to an animal. Or, if someone were to say, “Please stop that whistling — | can’t bear it,”
you would know that in this context bear means “endure” or “stand.”

I
Why is the context important?

An important point for those of us who want to enlarge our vocabulary is this: the context can
give us the meaning not only of familiar words like bear, but also of unfamiliar words.

Suppose, for example, you were asked for the meaning of valiant. You might not know it, unless,
of course, you already had a fine vocabulary. But if you were to meet valiant in the following
context, you would have a very good chance of discovering its meaning:

“Cowards die many times before their deaths; The valiant never taste of death but once.”
— William Shakespeare

From the above context, you can tell that the author is contrasting two ideas — “cowards” and
“the valiant.” Therefore, “the valiant” means the opposite of “cowards,” namely “brave people.”
Valiant means “brave.”

S
In what ways will this chapter benefit you?

This chapter will show you how to get the meaning of unfamiliar words from the context. Once

you learn this skill, it will serve you for the rest of your life in two important ways: (1) it will keep
enlarging your vocabulary, and (2) it will keep making you a better and better reader.




