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TO KEEP ON THE TRACK OF THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND JOIN HANDS FOR A BETTER TOMORROW

Speech at the Intemational Workshop on Sustainable Development Indicators by
SHI WENQING, the Executive Vice Mayor of Harbin City

May 24, 2000

Distinguished Mr. Nizar Mohamed,
Distinguished Mr. Lee Hatcher,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen;

There is an old saying in China“You can’t be more happy than having a friend from afar” . In this
promising, flower blooming season of May, we are so pleased to have had so many guests attending
the International Workshop on Sustainable Development Indicators. It is of great importance and sig-
nificance that we gather here to discuss the plan of the sustainable development. On behalf of Harbin
People's Municipality and 9,680,000 citizens of Harbin, I would like to express our warmest con-
gratulations to the opening of this symposium. I would also like to express our sincere gratitude to
those from different walks of life from both home and abroad for your heart — felt support and help to
the sustainable development of Harbin.

The sustainable development is an important issue the whole world is facing at the juncture of the two
centuries. It is closely connected with the future and the fate of every country and its people on
earth. It has become a common recognition of the international community that to have a harmonious
development of population, resource, environment and the society in order not only to meet the need
of the modem population but also not to threat the ability of meeting the need of the future generation
and to reach the unification of the faimess of this generation and the fairmess between this generation
and the future generation. History has proved that if human being does not treat nature and environ-
ment properly, they will receive severe reprisals. The reprisals will seriously threat the health, safe-
ty and even the survival of human being. In our time, we are all facing environmental pollution, e-
cological imbalance, the shortage of energy, the population booming and etc. These problems have
grievously laid restrains on the development and the progress of human society. Every country should
once again check its own policies and action in order to firmly keep on the road of the sustainable
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development. We should change from fighting against the nature to living harmoniously with the na-
ture; from obtaining from the nature to valuing resources and caring for the environment; from con-
centrating only on the development of human society to caring for the earth. We should utilize the
natural resources scientifically and logically, in order to live harmoniously with the nature and to
constantly maintain and develop the civilization and its results created by men.

The Rio de Janeiro Declaration points out, that as the center of the sustainable development which is
of wide range attention, human being has the right of living a healthy and productive life in the way
of living harmoniously with the nature. This is of the same direction that“human being should live
harmoniously with the nature” proposed in the Yijing a book of philosophy representing traditional
Chinese culture. But there is still a great distance between the sustainable development illustrated by
the philosophical ideas and the mode of the sustainable development in the process of operation. A-
mong which there is an issue of the greatest importance that is how to evaluate the state and the de-
gree of the sustainable development in order to set us a scientific, comprehensive and feasible index
system of evaluation. This is both the theme of this international symposium, and will also be the
important indication of the success of this symposium.

China is a developing country. The Chinese government has set up a strategic goal of the sustainable
development in China’s Agenda 21 which is “to set up an economic and social system of the sustain-
able development and resource and environmental basis of the sustainable development which will fit
in with the system” . As the experimental city of the China’s Agenda 21, the City of Harbin, adher-
ing to the strategy of the sustainable development proposed by the central government , has laid
much emphasis on controlling the increase of population, saving government, has laid much empha-
sis on controlling the increase of population, saving energy, protecting environment in the economic
and social development plan. We have made grest efforts to keep the increase of the population fit-
ting in with the development of social productivity, the economic construction fitting in with re-
sources and environment, achieving a sound cycle of economic and social development. We have
started to implement “the Program of the Sustainable Development in the Key Spheres of Harbin” .
As a result, the increase of the population has been controlled; the population quality has been
raised. The experimenting and the study on the sustainable use of agriculture, industry and re-
sources have begun; more measures have been taken in protecting the pollution of water, air, sound
and dregs, the environmental quality in both the city and the countryside has been further improved.
We will continue to adhere to the men — centered guideline, strengthening environmental protection,
maintaining the balance of ecology, making the advantages of intellectual and man — power re-
sources, setting up a resource — saving national economy system, in order to implementing the har-
monious development and all — round progress of population, resources, environment, economy, and

society.



ATHBEBAR BTFIMEAFAR 5

Dear delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, the 21st Century is striding towards us. The world economy
is forming a setup which reinforces each other. The fate of human being has been closely connected
by the issue of global environment. I hope this symposium will become a bridge for further ex-
changes, cooperation and friendship between us. I sincerely hope in the process of the cooperation
and exchanges of the sustainable development we will continuously receive support and help from the
United Nations, different national governments, international organizations and relevant departments
from our home country. Let’s hold high our common goal of the sustainable development, and let’
s join hands to create a better future. I wish Harbin; China and the whole world will have a better
tomorrow .

Lastly 1 wish the workshop a great success and I wish you all a pleasant stay in Harbin. Thank you.
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OPENING REMARKS AT THE INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS

By Guo Risheng, Deputy Director
The Administrative Center for China’s Agenda 21
May 24, 2000

This international workshop on sustainable development indicators is convened in compliance with
the requirements of the project of Capacity — building on Local Agenda 21s and the actual needs of
building up capacities for implementing sustainable development strategy at various local levels in
China. On behalf of ACCA21, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all the participants and ex-
perts from home and abroad and to thank Harbin city of Heilongjiang Province for hosting this meet-

ing.

Since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 1992, countries around
the world have been active in formulating their own sustainable development strategies. At the same
time, research in developing an evaluative indicators system for measuring progress and effectiveness
of sustainable development has also drawn extensive interest. Many intemational organizations, such
as the United Nations Committee on Sustainable Development, the World Bank, and the Economic
and Secial Council for Asia — Pacific Region, as well as countries, for example, U.K., the Nether-
lands and Canada, have conducted research in that area. Similarly, in China, much research has
been done by relevant governmental organizations and research institutes since 1994, when China’s
Agenda 21 was officially published, and in fact, some initial results have been achieved in this re-

gard.

To the best of our knowledge, China has conducted extensive research in sustainable development
indexing. Some localities have applied research findings in their daily work. The ACCA21, under
the auspices of the Ministry of Science and Technology, has been jointly spearheading one of the
projects of the Ninth Five — Year key issues tackling program with other research institutes to build
an indicator system for China’s sustainable development. You will have a chance to hear a detailed
briefing on the project at this meeting. Researchers at the State Environmental Protection Adminis-
tration (SEPA) conducted a study on developing an index system for urban sustainable development .
A prominent feature of that study is to use a city’s GDP as a benchmark and incorporate the deple-
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tion of natural resources and losses arising from pollution into cost accounting of that city. In other
words, the level of sustainable development of that city is being evaluated by a combination of eco-
nomic growth indicators and environmental quality indicators.

In addition, the Center for Sustainable Development Studies under the Chinese Academy of Sciences
also did a similar study in an attempt to systematically assess sustainability on a regional basis. The
study used 27 quantitative indicators falling under four categories: economic development, social de-
velopment, resources and environment, and capacity for sustainable development. Sustainable de-
velopment at regional level is evaluated by applying quantified indicators that generated by this
study .

At the provincial level, the Shanghai Science and Technology Commission undertook a study com-
paring the level of sustainable development among its urban districts and suburban counties. Based
on existing statistics on population, economy, society and environment, researchers employed 21 in-
dicators in those four areas in ranking the districts, counties, townships and sub districts and identi-
fying an experimental zone for sustainable development for the metropolis. It is encouraging that the
results of that study have been adopted by the municipal government of Shanghai. Yunnan Province
in southwest China did a similar study in devising a set of indicators for province — wide, city — wide
and county — wide analyses. based on sustainable use of natural rescurces and long — term preserva-
tion of the ecosystem.

Among our pilot provinces and cities, Changzhou, Nanyang, Guangzhou, Benxi, Beijing and Hebei
have already begun or are in the process of initiating research in this area. Furthermore, the aca-
demic community has conducted extensive research from economic, social, environmental, ecologi-
cal, geological and managerial perspeciives. All above show that the study on sustainable develop-

ment indicators is very active and promising.

This summary is by no means exhaustive. Over the course of the next three days, you will be able to
hear briefings on many of these projects.

There is no denying, of course, that we are still plagued by both theoretical and practical problems
in developing a universally applicable set of indicators for sustainable development. In fact, one
purpose of this workshop is to exchange views and practices between Chinese researchers and their
foreign counterparts in this area. We are pleased to have invited experts from the United Nations to
brief us on intemational practices in this regard. Second, we hope through such exchanges, we can
reach common understanding on a number of key issues and, third, we hope that practical, to - the
— point suggestions can be put forward at this workshop to address problems that beleaguer Chinese
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researchers. The Ministry of Science and Technology is preparing its Tenth Five — Year Plan for Sci-
entific and Technological Development. Among the key areas listed in that plan are research in sus-
tainable development strategies and policies, technological development and construction of informa-
tion networks. We are working closely with the relevant governmental departments in a bid to secure
top support for the sustainable development indicator project.

Let me conclude by wishing this meeting a great success.

Thank you.
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