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PREFACE

Earthquakes with different classified magnitudes could figure out the movement of different layers
in the crust. M3 ~4 earthquakes mainly related to regional basin-and-range structures and water system
(ENGINEERING SCIENCES, 2006, 6, P14). For strategic significance, the distribution of A3 ~4
earthquakes fluctuates from day to day, referring to the magnetic and electrical changes of crust.

With the development of human society, the earthquake monitoring network turns more and more
effective and sensitive, thereupon almost all the A3 ~4 earthquakes over the globe could be presented in
real time, regarding to the requirement from the CTBTO monitoring. The seismological significance of
the M3-4 earthquakes will definitely head above water.

The authors embarked on compiling the Catalog of Historical Felt Earthquakes in China in the middle
of 1980s. Backed by researches of historical earthquakes énd geographical transformation, a set of criteria
for determining the time, location and magnitude of historical earthquakes were established gradually with
several basic tenets, such as respecting historical data, cross-checking information, sourcing data and
information, assessing events comprehensively, and nominating more confirmed events. Based on the
COLLECTION OF CHINA HISTORICAL EARTHQUAKE DATA, it has taken more than 20 years to
embody 9121 terms of historical earthquake within magnitude range of 3<M<{4% during 618 B.C to
1949 A.D. The lower threshold magnitude of historical earthquakes in China reached 3.0 and the number
of the events turned to be 7 times more than that of the earthquakes with M=4%. which shows well
coherence to former-used earthquake catalogs. The new catalog would be useful due to its schematism,
integrality and uniformity, and the principles and methods used during compiling would directly contribute
to the development of catalog compiling methodology in China.

The information related to historical earthquakes in China is abundant, being retrospected to more
than 2500 years ago, which could be taken as evidence while digging out the rules and features of
carthquake recurrence in the tempo scales of thousand and hundred years. In former researches on
historical earthquakes, the catalog of A/=4% events has played important role in discovering long-term
characteristics of earthquake activity in China. This book with catalog of 3<M<C4% historical events

will undoubtedly come through and bring more new information about historical earthquakes.

Xu Shaoxie

2008.9.17
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