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gr psto discuss the following questions:

1. Power of Words
In our lives, other people’s words can change our mood and even our attitude. Words

are essential link between people. In the following situations, how would you feel? What

other words ever encouraged you, moved you, or hurt you?

1) It’s the first time that you deliver a speech in English. But you are always scared of
speaking in front of the public, and you don’t think your English is good enough. So you
are very nervous. You can’t even say a word fluently. When you manage to finish it at
last, your teacher says to you, “Well done. I’m proud of you for trying.”

2) You get a serious illness in the university and have to stay in hospital for some days,
but ydur parents cannot come to take care of you. Your classmates say to you, “Don’t
worry. We’ll be with you all the time.”

3 ) You are doing your homework. But you find some questions too difficult to answer. So
you turn to one of your roommates for help. He says to you, “You are so stupid.”

2. Advice on Language Learning

How to learn English well? Work with your group members to come up with at least
seven suggestions on English learning and prepare a short report.

1) Choose one person in the group to present your report to the whole class;
2 ) When you have heard the reports from other groups, have you found any suggestions
helpful?

‘ ‘ J hen a rabbit sees something dangerous, it runs away.' Its tail,
which is white, moves up and down as it runs.” The other rabbits see

this white tail moving up and down, and they run too.” They know that there is
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danger. The rabbit has told them something without making a sound. It has
given them a signal. 5
@ Many other animals use this kind of language. When a cobra is angry, it
raises its hood and makes itself look fierce. This warns other animals. When a
bee has found some food, it goes back to its home. It cannot tell the other bees
where the food is by speaking to them, but it does a little dance in the air. This
tells the bees where the food is. 10
® Some animals say things by making sounds. A dog barks, for instance,
when a stranger comes near. A cat purrs when pleased.” Some birds make sev-
eral different sounds, each with its own meaning.” Sometimes we human be-
ings speak in the same way. We make sounds like “Oh!” or “Ah!” when we
are frightened or pleased or when we drop something on our toes! Human speech 15
is primarily a system of conventional signs with a small number of words in
each language that are held to phonetically resemble and represent some real
sound.’

@ Social order, be it human or animal, is impossible without some form of
communication.” Cooperation depends upon the existence of some kind of sign 20
system, signals which can take a variety of forms.” But we have something that

no animal has — a large number of words which have the meanings of things,
actions, feelings or ideas.” We are able to give each other information, to tell or
inform other people what is in our mind or how we feel.'” By writing words
down we can remember things that have happened, or send messages to people 25
far away. No animal can do this. No animal has the wonderful power of language.
No one knows how man learned to make words. Perhaps he began by making
sounds like those made by animals. Perhaps he grunted like a pig when he

lifted something heavy. Perhaps he made sounds like those he heard all round

o

him — water splashing, a bee humming, a stone falling to the ground. Some- 3
how he learned to make words. As the centuries went by, he made more and
more new words. This is what we mean by language.

© Language is such a pervasive cultural phenomenon that it can truly be
called “second nature” In the immeasurable length of time since this form of
behavior was acquired by the human race, language has aIWays been the best 35
integrated and most often used mcdlum df c :mrai expressmn """The 1d¢a <

human society and of man himself as a rea

from the fact that man possesses language.
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@ People in different countries made different kinds of words. Today there

are about fifteen hundred different languages in the world. Each contains many 40

thousands of words. A very large English dictionary, for example, contains

four or five hundred thousand words. The words you know are called your

vocabulary, so you should try to make your vocabulary bigger. Read as many

books as you can, and you can be master of the language as well.

New Words

¥ |
?

*cobra [ 'koubra | n. BRALE

*hood [ hud | n. (BREEHE ) MSAK 44 2036

fierce [ fios | a. RIIE; JE#HAG; RA
9

warn [ womn | v, 2

bark [ bak ] v. "k, v&%% n oK

*purr [ par ] v. (2R ) K i heE e

#, KohRE
frightened [ 'fraitond ] a. 1489, X1
T8y

toe [ tou | n. BpRk, 2K

primarily [ 'praimorili | ad. & %H#, %
B3 KA

*conventional [ ken'venfanal ] a. 18 #] 49;
TR g

*phonetically [ fo'netikoli ] ad. #% B X &
W, EFFL ‘

resemble [ ri'zembl ] vt. %, £

cooperation [ kou,opa'reifan | n. &1k,
WAk, Bed

depend [ di'pend ] vi. (on, upon) &3,
R B8, A5 BRET

existence [ig'zistons | n. H#&; £ 4

( 556 'words )

inform [ in'fom ] v. il 4=, K%

*grunt [ grant | v. (3% ) Ht& %

lift [life ] v. 48, %; (L¥dL) $3,
#EH, BER, F; (X) 2H

*splash [ splef ] v. %, &, %2 n ¥,
ik BEA

*hum [ ham ] v. 9™, ¥

somehow [ 'samhau | ad. AXAF X, A
EFFiE; ReEak

*pervasive [ pa'veisiv | a. 4@ ENHE

phenomenen [ fi'nominen | n. %, i&E
%

nature [ 'neitfo | n. S, K%

immeasurable [ i'me3zarobl | a. RT/EE
9

acquire [ o'kwaio | v. R1F, #k1F; F3|

integrate [ 'intigreit ] v. %4, ®£—K
s (1) &4

medium [ 'mi:diom ] n. A5 F-F4K;

PREY a FHEH
reason [ 'rizon | v. #32; FE  n FEh;
PPk

reasoning [ 'ri;zonin | a. #EE G n. If
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®, #®ik master [ 'masts | n. 865, XVF; (F)
possess [ pa'zes | v. &, #WA ZA; [M-] #id v 48, Fif

@f; Phrases and Expressions

upanddown LELFTTF a large number of # %
for instance 44w goby (8tR)) id%k; Ak, K
depend upon/on 4&#i, KE as well 4, R4

a

variety of &Fr&AHeG, FHEHE L4

() Notes

. When a rabbit sees something dangerous, it runs away. ( Para. 1, L. 1 ) SRFEMEK
B, ExukE, _

£ 2878 dangerous 1£/5 B E1BE 1 A~ E 13 something ; H B I1EE 1A ENRIE

something, nothing, anything, everything &8, @& M7 /SH, 40 : nothing important,

anything possible %,
. Its tail, which is white, moves up and down as it runs. ( Para. 1, L. 1~2 ) ZERkHE, 66
HEE TR, 3

a)F & which is white A JEBRHIMHEEIBMNEG), EMHEQNEE Its tail; Mas51F
NERENG, BERE “&B7
. The other rabbits see this white tail moving up and down, and they run too. ( Para. 1. L. 2~3 )
HihWRFEI L TESINBEREN, BB,
KR EFNE see EERE T RN IFAR ( B to WRNFAER ) RIAEMAER
BANEIE, ERIME AN RIIEEEFH T,
. A cat purrs when pleased. (Para.3,L.2 ) BESXNSZHISIBHIYE,
when pleased A& BEZ, 03 T when it is pleased, {EBFEPRIBM Gl
. Some birds make several different sounds, each with its own meaning. ( Para. 3, L. 2-3 )
FLESSRHIMARNES, §—HESHBRETENER,
each with its own meaning A “%&15 + MARIE" MR KNIRILEM, EaFPER
1, R#MFEIEBE, 83T and each sound has its own meaning,

. Human speech is primarily a system of conventional signs with a small number of words

&
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in each language that are held to phonetically resemble and represent some real sound. ( Para.
3,L.5-8) ARBEIERE—MENFSHKR, €8 MESPRELERLERT
FEGIRRELEENF S,

TE 18 M B] that are held to phonetically resemble and represént some real sound A 3k {&

i a small number of words,

. Social order, be it human or animal, is impossible without some form of communication.

(Para. 4, L. 1~2 ) WREEEMERINZR, FTERAXTRNY, BFTEEHS
BFo
be it human or animal 48 2§ F whether it is human or animal, EEE “AER AL

E¥7; “be+ EIB+ KB SHWARRFT RIS, YT whether... A\,

. Cooperation depends upon the existence of some kind of sign system, signals which can

take a variety of forms. (Para.4,L.2~3 ) EMEXNFSERESSENERM, mXik
EETUEZREN,

signals which can take a variety of forms £ some kind of sign system (9[E 15, T
which 5| S #IE &M B & 1 signals,

. But we have something that no animal has—a large number of words which have the meanings

of things, actions, feelings or ideas. ( Para. 4, L. 3~5 ) B2 BRMNAXFHMINPATR
B ——RBRIAEY. 75, BEURASGET, |

B 475 J5 E B 43 a large number of words which have the meanings of things, actions,
feelings or ideas 5 % 7E 1% B something that no animal has B 1% 3R 4> & which
5| S HE B E T words,

10. We are able to give each other information, to tell or inform other people what is in our

11.

12.. ..

mind or how we feel. (Para. 4, L. 5~6 ) BiMEEZETIUFBER, TUEFEM
ABRMNBOBESZERZ,

to tell or inform other people what is in our mind or how we feel FIFI T #to give each
other information 3£%1, 7 M) what is in our mind or how we feel {£ tell or inform & 8]
BERIE,
In the immeasurable length of time since this form of behavior was acquired by the human
race, language has always been the best integrated and most often used medium of cultural
expression. (Para 5,L.2~4 ) B AXERX—THHRURNBRKNS AE, BS
AR XX RTEE. EH %ﬂ‘iﬁﬂ’ﬂlﬂo

best integrated F1 most often used 35 {EE 1&E K Z 1 medium,

.of man himself as a reasoning being... (Para. 5, L.5) -+ BEETEMHA----

XI5 H = B &£ the human race has reason or is rational,
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Comprehension

1. Directions: /n this exercise, there are five questions or unfinished statements. For each of
them there are four choices marked A, B, C and D. Choose the one that best
answers the question or completes the statement according to the text.

1) Which of the following is NOT a way of communication among animals?
A. To give signals to others. B. To speak in some kind of language.
C. To make various sounds. D. To dance in the air.

2 ) Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?
A. A rabbit runs with its tail moving up and down to give other rabbits a signal of danger.
B. A cat purrs when a stranger comes near.
C. A cobra raises its hood to warn other animals.
D. A bee does a special dance to tell other bees where the food is.

3 ) The thing we have but no animal has is
A. the ability to communicate B. the ability to dance
C. a large number of words D. various sounds and signals

4) What does cooperation depend on according to the passage?

A. Social order. B. The ability to make sounds.

C. Language. D. Some kind of sign system.
5) Today there are about  different languages in the world.

A. 1500 B. 150 000

C. 150 D. 15 000

2. Directions: Read the following statements and decide whether they are true or false according
to the text. Write “T” for true and “F” for false before each statement.

1 ) When a cobra gets annoyed, it moves its hood up and down to warn other animals.

2 ) In each language there are many words which resemble and represent some real
sound.

3 ) We humans are different from animals in that we can communicate with each
other while animals can not.

4 ) Man might learn to make words by making sounds as animals did, but no one is
sure about it.

5 ) Language can be regarded as second nature of the human race because it is a
very common cultural phenomenon.

3. Directions: The following is the summary of the text. Listen carefully and fill in the blanks



