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Preface

Chinese Proficiency Test of Chine; (HSK) is a national standardized test spe-
cially designed to measure the Chineses proficiency of foreigners, overseas Chinese
and learners of minor nationalities whose first language is not Chinese. It is strati-
fied into two levels, the elementary and intermediate Chinese proficiency test, and
advanced Chinese proficiency test, and accordingly has two sets of examination pa-
pers, namely, Chinese Proficiency Test of China (HSK at elementary and inter-
mediate level) and Chinese Proficiency Test of China (HSK at advanced level ).
At the request of the testees more than ten young teachers who have been teaching
elementary, intermediate and advanced Chinese in Beijing Language and Culture
Universtity (former Beijing Language Institute) for years and have accumulated
much experience have compiled this series of Guide Book to Chinese Proficiency
Test of China at both elementary and intermediate level and advanced level.

The compilation of the guide book is completely based on the various test syl-
labuses written by Chinese Proficiency Test Center of State Chinese Office. The
discrete exercises, timing exercises and the main vocabulary, grammatical points
in the simulation tests conform with the requirements of the “syllabus” in gross.
Some items are beyond the scope of the syllabus so as to increase its coverage.
Therefore the testees who use the books will surely have a thorough understanding
of the manifold aspects and levels of the Chinese Proficiency Test of China.

The documents and literature we refer to are as follows:

1.Syllabus for Chinese Proficiency Test of China (Elementary and Intermedi-
ate Level)

2. Syllabus for Chinese Proficiency Test of China (Advanced Level)

3.Syllabus for Chinese Proficiency Vocabulary and Character Grade

4.Grade Standard and Grade Syllabus for Chinese Proficiency

5.Grade Standard and Syllabus of Grammar Grade for Chinese Proficiency

This series are edited and composed in a new and rational way. Over 85% of
its contents are intensive exercises and simulation tests, which account for 80%

and 20% respectively, and the total amount of which are 15 times that of Chinese
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Proficiency Test (HSK at elementary and intermediate level) and 12 times that of
the Chinese Proficiency Test at (HSK at advanced level). The Layout of this part
is designed in the order of simulation tests, discrete item exercises, simulation
tests, timing exercises and simulation tests, a circle of exercises and simulation
tests, aiming at familiarizing the testees with the general design of the Chinese
Proficiency Test HSK first, and then, preparing them for the formal test by all
these exercises and simulation tests. Testees can also, according to their practical
proficiency and ability, choose to do parts of the exercises to ensure, by using the
least time, the greatest improvement in their language abilities, such as listening
or reading ability.

In addition, information about elementary and intermidiate or advanced Chi-
nese Proficiency Test is provided at the end of each book of this series.

Guide to Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) can both be used as teach-yourself
books and textbooks for schools and intensive tutoring classes, but users are ex-
pected to read carefully the guide to each fascicle before using it.

Most of the language materials used in this series are taken from newspapers,
broadcasts and TV programmes since 1995 and some deletion and changes have
been made to meet the requirements and highlight the characteristics of this series.
If the selected materials involves the matter of copy rights, please contact the Press
of BLCU or the Compiling Committee of this series. Here, we extend our sincere

gratitude to all the authors of these original texts.

Compiling Committee

Guide Book to Chinese Proficiency Test
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General Introduction

Guide Book to Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) is specially complied for froeigners, over-
seas Chinese and learners of minority nationalities who will attend the elementaty and interme-
diate Chinese Proficiency Test. In consideration of the users’ different proficiency levels,
large number of discrete item exercises (equivalant to eight formal tests), timing exercises (e-
quivalant to four formal tests) and three simulation tests are written to enable the readers to
use them selectively to meet their special needs. Users are advised to practise in the order of
simulation test-discrete item exercises—simulation test-timing exercises-simulation test, a cir-
cle of exercises, which will surely enchance testees’ ability in taking an examination and help
them get ideal result in the ultimate HSK test.

Taking the format of the formal elenentay and intermediate HSK, the simulation tests
quite resemble the real HSK test in both item number, time and difficulty index. Users are
supposed to finish the simulation test in exactly the same way as they are having a real HSK
test by using an answer sheet and following its requirements and the given time. After the
three simulation tests have been completed, the users are advised to compare their scores in the
three tests to see if they have made progress.

In addition to the keys to the simulation tests, the compilers have also explained and anal-
ysed some grammatical structures, which would be very helpful to those who have structural
problems.

Discrete exercises classify the items of eight tests by the principle of merging similar items
into four sections: listening comprehension, grammatical structure, reading comprehension
and blank-filling. Without the requirement of time and amount, users enjoy the freedom and
flexibility of choosing, according to their own conditions, a certain section or a certain part of
a section to have large amount of intensive practice in order to ensure the most benefits out of
the least time.

Timing exercise is designed in the form of timing listening comprehension, timing gram-
matical structure, timing reading con.prehension and timing blank-filling by taking apart the
formal HSK test. Four different versions of each section of the same number of items and diffi-
culty index and time limit with the HSK test are prepared to enable the users to have timing
practice on each section separately without spending too much time, so that after finishing cir-
cling the keys of all the timing exercises on the answer sheets in the postscript, users can get
four complete HSK tests. They can also combine the four sections at their own will to make in-
to four complete HSK tests. It is expected that after this systematic and purposeful practice
users will get twice the result with half the effort.
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On the last pages of the book are listed the recording scripts for the sections of listening
comprehension, together with keys and explanatory notes and the information relevant to HSK
to help the examinees have a better understanding of and get ready psychologically for the
HSK.

Finally, we hope the users will make the most of the book, give full play to their abilities

and achieve satisfactory results in the HSK test .

Compilers
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