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PREFACE

The development of China has attracted the attention of the world, as a result of
which a great upsurge for learning Chinese has been going on throughout the world.

The CCTV-4 program Happy China—Learning Chinese offers learners an
opportunity to learn the Chinese language and culture while enjoying the beautiful
scenic spots in China. Co-operating with the local administrations of the well-
known scenic spots, this program well combines the learning of language skills with
that of Chinese culture and history in an interesting, informative and enjoyable way.

With a 98% coverage in the world, the program of CCTV was broadcast since
June, 2004. Quite a lot of the viewers expressed the hope to have the language
materials as a learning aid. In view of this, we have invited Beijing Language
and Culture University Press, a leading press in publications on Chinese learning
materials for foreigners, to produce and publish these language materials for our
viewers.

Apart from the language materials presented in the program, Words and
Expressions, Notes, Substitution Drills and Conversations are provided in each
book, among which Words and Expressions and Notes are accompanied with brief
English translations or explanations. Each book is composed of about 15 episodes
of the TV program with brief introductions and photos of corresponding scenic
spots and travel guides. As more episodes of Happy China— Learning Chinese are

coming up, more books will be published accordingly.

CCTV-4
Happy China— Learning Chinese Production Team
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XINJIANG

Xinjiang, full name Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, is located in
northwestern China, the capital city being Urumchi. Largest in area, with longest
borderline and most neighboring countries in all the province-level administrative
regions of China, Xinjiang covers an area of 1.66 million sq. km., taking up
about one sixth of Chinese territory. Near 50 nationalities live there, including
Han, Uyghur, Kazakh, Hui, etc... Situated in the hinterland of Eurasian continent,
Xinjiang served as the key controlling section of the well-known Silk Road in the
past. And now the Second Eurasia Continental Bridge - the railway starting from
Lianyungang in China ending at Rotterdam in the Netherlands passés through
Xinjiang, making it an important city in connection of the two continents.

Xinjiang boasts gorgeous and unique landscape. Glaciers coexist with
volcanoes and vast bodies of sands are adjacent to oases. The coexistence of
glaciers, grasslands, deserts, basins, river valleys make Xinjiang full of rough flavor
of border area. The famous sights include Zhaosu Grassland, Tangbula Grassland,
Kalajun Grassland, Kanas Lake, Salim Lake, and kashi Valley. The world-known
“Silk Road” saw its prosperity in the old time and has left many historical relics
such as ancient cities and ancient tombs, among which the ruins of Lou-lan and
Abakh Hoja Tomb are the most treasured tourist resource. Different ethnic groups
present different cultures, arts and customs with rich ethnic features that attract
tourists from both home and abroad. ‘

In this volume the scroll of the three big grasslands m Yili, Xinji
Grassland, Tangbula Grassland, and Kalajun Grassland3w1 ihi

: Zhaosu

Only in Xm_uang can you quﬂy apprecrate the beauty of Chine
Only in Xinjiang can you realize how large the temtoty of C [t
to Xinjiang to experience the simple life of nomadic peopl and the colorful and

romantic local folk customs.
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Han Jia: An ancient saying goes: “A person in the world should be well-read
Daniel: and well-traveled while

Han Jia: making as many friends as possible.”

Daniel: Han Jia, I think both of us have followed this adage.

Han Jia: You think you are well-read?

Daniel: No, but I am at least well-traveled. Han Jia, the place we’re going to

visit this time is quite far-off. Ili region of Xinjiang.
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The trees lining the road stand bolt upright, just like two

green walls.
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Daniel: Han Jia, where are we go
Han Jia: To see the Ili River. i
Daniel: Wow, it’s exactly the ‘ §C 5 i _ fals and
magazines.
Han Jia: What are you tal

Daniel: Look, the trees

Han Jia:
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