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The Lesson of the Cocoon

A man found a cocoon of a butterfly.

One day a small opening appeared , he sat and watched the
butterfly for several hours as it struggled to force its body
through that little hole. Then it seemed to stop making any pro-
gress. It appeared as if it had gotten as far as it could and it
could go no further.

So the man decided to help the butterfly. He took a pair of
scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of the cocoon. The
butterfly then emerged easily. But it had a swollen body and
small , shriveled wings.

The man continued to watch the butterfly because he ex-
pected that,at any moment , the wings would enlarge and expand
to be able to support the body, which would contract in time.
Neither happened! In fact,the butterfly spent the rest of its life
crawling around with a swollen body and shriveled wings. It
never was able to fly.

What the man in his kindness and haste did not under-
stand was that the restricting cocoon and the struggle required

for the butterfly to get through the tiny opening were God’s way

of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly into its wings so "
that it would be ready for flight once it achieved its freedom

from the cocoon.

Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in our life. If
God allowed us to go through our life without ‘any obstacles, it
would cripple us. We would not be as strong as we could have
beeri;we could never ﬂy
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The Drowning Man

A fellow was stuck on his rooftop in a flood. He was pra-
ying to God for help.

Soon a man in a rowboat came by and the fellow shouted to
the man on the roof, “Jump in,I can save you.”

The stranded fellow shouted back, “No,it’'s OK. I'm pra-
ying to God and he is going to save me.”

So the rowboat went on.

Then a motorboat came by. The fellow in the motorboat
shouted, “ Jump in,I can save you.”

To this the stranded man said, “ No,thanks. I'm praying to
God and he is going to save me. I have faith. ”

So the motorboat went on.

Then a helicopter came by and the pilot shouted down,
“Grab this rope and I will lift you to safety.”

To this the stranded man again replied, “ No, thanks. I'm
praying to God and he is going to save me. I have faith. ”

So the helicopter reluctantly flew away.

Soon the water rose above the rooftop and the man
drowned. He went to Heaven. He finally got his chance to dis-
cuss this whole situation with God ,at which point he exclaimed
“I had faith in you but you didn’t save me,you let me drown. I
don’t understand why!”

To this God replied, “I sent you a rowboat and a motorboat

and a helicopter,what more did you expect?”
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| Am with You

A boy was born to a couple after eleven years of marriage.
They were a loving couple and the boy was the gem of their
eyes. When the boy was around two years old,one morning the
husband saw a medicine bottle open. He was late for office so
he asked his wife to cap the bottle and keep it in the cupboard.
His wife, preoccupied in the kitchen, totally forgot the matter.
The boy saw the bottle and playfully went to the bottle fascina-
ted by its color and drank it all. It happened to be a poisonous
medicine meant for adults in small dosages. When the child col-
lapsed the mother hurried him to the hospital , where he died.
The husband just said, “I am with you Darling. ”

The husband’s totally unexpected reaction is a proactive
behavior. The child is dead. He can never be brought back to
life. There is no point in finding fault with the mother. Besides,
if only he had taken time to keep the bottle away , this would not
have happened. No one is to be blamed. She had also lost her
only child. What she needed at that moment was consolation
and sympathy from the husband. That is what he gave her.

If everyone can look at life with this kind of perspective,
there would be much fewer problems in the world. “ A journey
of a thousand miles begins with a single step. Take off all your
envies , jealousies , unforgiveness , selfishness , and fears. And you

will find things are actually not as difficult as you think.
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Joys and Sorrows of Life

“I have in my hands two boxes, which God gave me to
hold. ” He said, “Put all your sorrows in the black box,and all
your joys in the gold.” I heeded His words, and in the two
boxes , both my joys and sorrow I stored, but though the gold be-
came heavier each day,the black was as light as before.

With curiosity, I opened the black, I wanted to find out
why. And I saw,in the base of the box,a hole,which my sor-
rows had fallen out by. I showed the hole to God,and mused. I
wondered where my sorrows could be! He smiled a gentle smile
and said, “My child, they’re all here with me. ”

I asked God why He gave me the boxes,why the gold and
the black with the hole. “My child,the gold is for you to count
your blessings;the black is for you to let go your sorrows. We
should consider all of our friends a blessing. Send this to a
friend today just to let them know you are thinking of them and
that they are a joy in your life. ”

A ball is a circle,,no beginning,no end. It keeps us togeth-
er like our Circle of Friends. But the treasure inside for you to

see is the treasure of friendship you’ve granted to me.
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