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ave vou ever asked yoursell why children go to school? You will

Hprobably say that they go to learn their own language and other
languages, arithmetic, geography, geometry, history, science and all the other
subjects. That is quite true; but why do they learn these things? And are these
things all that they learn at school?

We send our children to school to prepare them for the time when they will
be big and will have 10 work for themselves. They learn their own language so thal
they will he able to tell others clearly what they wanl and whal they know, and
understand what others tell them. They learn foreign languages in order to be able
to benefit from what people in other countries have written and said, and in order
to make people from other countries understand what they themselves mean. They
learn arithmetic in order 10 be able 1o measure and count things in their daily life,
geography in order to know something about the W'{]l‘l[‘] around them, and history to
know something about human beings they meet every day. Nearly everything they
sludy al school has some practical use in their life, but is that the only reason why
they go to school?

No. There is mare in education than just learning facls. We go to school,

ahove all, to learn hew to learn, so thal, when we have left school, we can continue



to learn. A man who really knows how to learn will always be successful, because
whenever he has 1o do something new which he has never had to do before, he will
rapidly teach himself how to do it in the best way. The uneducated person, en the
other hand. is either unable lo do something new. or does it badly. The purpose of
schools, therefore, is not just 1o (each languages, arithmetic, geography, cte., bui

teach pupils the way to learn.
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Three kinds of goals

here are three kinds of goals: short—term, medium—tlerm an __},fﬁ@‘fg’—lern]
Tgoals.

Short—term goals are those that usually deal with current aclivities, which
we can apply on a daily basis. Such geals can be achieved in a week or less, or
twa weeks, or possibly months. 1t should be remembered that just as 2 building is
no stronger than its foundation, our long—term goals canoot amount ta very much
without the achievement of solid shorl-texm goals. Upon completing our shori-
term goals, we should date the occasion and then add new short—term goals that

will build on those that have been completed.

The medium——term goals build on. the foundation of the s St term

goals. They might deal with just one term of h}wl or the entire school year, or
they could even extend for several years. Any time you move a step al a time,
you should never allow yourself to become discouraged or overwhelmed. As
you vomplete each step, you will enforce the belief in your ability to grow and

succeed. And as your list of completion dates grow, your motivation afd desire will

increase.
Long—term goals may he related to our dreams of the future. The - might cover
five years ar more. Life is not a static thing. W,c should never allmﬁ a long—term

goal Lo lifnit us or our course of action.
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Don’t follow blindly

It nce ] drew a picture about 1+ man leading two sheep with two ropes.
OA gentleman told me to get rid of one rope. He said: Lead one and

the others will follow. I then realized I still had a lot to learn and began to obscrve
us much as [ could. My investigation showed it was true. Even if Lhe leading
sheep headed towards the slaughterhouse, the others followed unswervingly Later
1 found the same was true of ducks. Hundreds of ducks can be driven with one of
them as a leader. You don't have to bind them with ropes on the water, for Lhey
will automatically come one after another to gather. If you want them to land, you

have anly to make one or two of them to do so. All the others will follow, nene of

them will leave the flock even if there are other channels to go elsewhere none
choosing to go its own way."

What is described here is about animals' blind following. But it is not Limited
to surh low-level animals. Tt is also true for human beings.

Frankly speaking, it is not lamentable for sheep and ducks because they are
inferior animals with no faculty of thinking. Human beings, however, are superior
animals capable of thinking——the most intelligent of all creatures. Why should
they also follow suit so blindly? Isn" it really lamentable? Of course, there are
exceptions some of them are wise enough to keep a sober mind, never to follow
blindly. But they are ofien, regretfully, isolated by others, or even worse, become

the targets of public criticism. That's another aspect of the lament.
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Make proper use of time

3] ime," says the proverb, "is money." This means that every moment
Twell—spent may put some money into our pockets. If our time is
usefully employed, it will either turn out some useful and important piece of
work which will fetch its price in the market, or it will add to our experience
and increase our capacities so as te enable us to earn money when the proper
oppertunity comes. Let those, who think nothing of wasting time, remember this.

Our life is nothing more than our time. To kill time is therefore a form of
suicide. We are shocked when we think of death, and we spare no pains, no
trouble, and no expense to preserve life. But we arc too often indifferent 1o the loss
of an hour or of a day, forgetting that our life is the sum total of the days and of
the hours we live. A day ar an hour wasted is therefore so much life forfeited. Our
life is a brief span measuring some seventy or eighty years in all. But nearly one
third of this has to be spent in sleep; some years have to be spent over our meals;
some in making journeys on land and voyages by sea; some in merry—making;
some in watching over the sick—beds of our nearest and dearest relatives. Now if
all these years were Lo be deducted from the term over which our life extends, we
shall find about twenty or thirty years at our disposal for active work. Whoever
remembers this can never willingly waste a single moment of his life.

All time is precious; but the time of our childhood and of our youth is
more precious than any other portion of our existence. For those are the periods
when alone we can acquire knowledge and develop our capacitvies. If we allow
these marning hours of life to slip away, we shall never be able 1o recoup the
loss. Just as money laid out at interest doubles and trebles itself in time, so the
precious hours of childhood and youth, if properly used, will yield us incaleulable

advantages.



