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Preface

Hangzhou Laohudong Kiln Site was discovered at the western edge of a narrow gully
between. Phoenix Hill and Jiuhua Hill in September 1999. Upon its discovery, Hangzhou
Cultural Relics & Archaeological Research Institute carried out closed preservation of the
kiln site, and in the same year conducted archaeological surveys and trial excavations. Two
large-scale archaeological excavations followed, respectively from May through December
1998 and from October 1999 through March 2001. The entire cultural deposit of the kiln
site was exposed except that part of the strata was reserved intentionally. The actual exca-
vated area takes .up about 2,300 square meters. The two excavations turned out to be sig-
nificantly fruitful. The first excavation acquired 1998 Top Ten Archaeological
Discoveries "nomination of the nation,and the second one(1999—2001)was chose as one of
the “2001 Top Ten New Archaeological Discoveries”.

Through two large-scale excavations, the cultural deposits of Laohudong Kiln Site
were totally exposed. Varieties of historical remains were discovered jand checked up,in-
cluding three dragon kiln furnaces,four biscuit firing furnaces in small scale,seven founda-
tions of workshops,four clay-refining pools, two glaze vats, twenty-four shard pits,and
several potter’s wheel pits. Besides, many mining pits for obtaining raw materials were
found nearby the site. Large quantities of porcelain products,semi-finished articles and kiln
tools were unearthed,which belonged to four different periods of time. Most of them are
complete or restorable objects. These relics are rich in variety, elegant in shape and -
exquisite in workmanship. In particular,the cultural relics of the Southern So.ng represent
the highest technological level of porcelain production of the then society. According to
stratigraphical deposits,cultural remains can be divided into four periods. We found no his-
torical remains but a few survival remains from the early period of Northern Song made it
difficult to determine whether they had been fired at the very place. Relics from the other
periods,through initial research,were identified to have been from the Southern Song Dy-
nasty,which could be divided into the former and the latter parts. Kiln tools with Bhags-
Pa inscriptions from the stratum of the Yuan Dynasty were doubtlessly defined to have
been from theYuan Dynasty. Relics from the stratum of the Southern Song are the most
exquisite of all. Household vessels such as bowls,plates,cups,vases,jars,dishes,pots and
basins as well as some special shaped objects like beakers, Cong-shaped vases, incense

burners of various styles, censers, vessel stands and very large Zun with double ring in
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shape of beast head. Thick body with thin glaze and thick body with thick glaze mainly fea-
ture the vessels,whereas thin body with thick glaze is rare to see. The glaze é¢olours in-
clude beautiful powder green,bluish gray and buff. The body colours are grayish green,
dark gray,purple and black.

The archaeological research in Lachudong Kiln has evoked strong repercussions since
its discovery. During the course of the excavations,numerous scholars from at home and
abroad have been paying a good deal of close attention to the progress and achievements.’
Some scholars expressed their original views after having initial knowledge of the kiln. As
excavations were still on and material open to the public was limited ,opinions were widely.
divided. In June 2001, Hangzhou Cultural Relics & Archaeological Research Institute invit-
ed authoritative experts nationwide on ceramics archaeology and research to give an ap-
praisal of the new archaeological discovery at Laohudong Kiln Site. The scholars partici-
pating in the appraisal had the same feeling of astonishment, unexpectedness and excite-
ment after appreciating unearthed porcelain products from the kiln site. Most scholars
held that the relics of the Southern Song found at Lachudong Kiln was just the location of
Xiuneisi Official Kiln or the “Imperial Kiln” recorded in historical documems. The un-
earthed beakers, Cong-shaped vases, incense burners of various styles, censers, vessel
stands and very large Zun with double ring in shape of beast head from the kiln site should
have been used as sacrificial utensils for sacrificial rites during the Song Dynasty. This tal-
lies with the records on ceramic sacrificial utensils like “Zun and Lei”manufactured under
supervision of the Bureau of Ritual Vessels in the year of Shaoxing of the Song Dynasty,
which is collected in A Supplement to Si Ku Quan Shu(the imperial library of Emperor
Qianlong named after the“four vaults”of classics,history, philosophy and collected works
of literature). The descriptions were compiled-by the Protocol Department of the Song Dy-
nastysand during the Qing Dynasty adapted by Xu Song from the hand copy of Book on
Protocol of Zhongzxing Period bound up in Yongle Canon. This is just a major feature -of
Xiuneisi Official Kiln recorded in documents. Xiuneisi, a special kiln controlled by the
Southern Song government to produce vessels for imperial use only, plays a very signifi-
cant role in the history of ancient Chinese ceramics and government-run industry of porce-
lain production. Apart from the above ,unearthed from the stratum of the latter part of the
Yuan Dynasty was a type of object with many crackles, bluish gray or grayish yellow in
glaze,fairly smooth like glass,which through object sense is identical to products from the
legendary Ge Ware. Technical testing proves that the chemical compositions of the body
glaze are identical to those of the legendary Ge Ware. Therefore,some scholars considered
the layer of the Yuan Dynasty at Lachudong Kiln to be the origin of“Ge- Ware”which had
been identified one of the five famous kilns in the Song Dynasty.

In documents since the Song Dynasty,we can find a great deal of fairly credible de-
scriptions about Xiuneisi Official Kiln. Since the first half of the 20th century scholars from

at home and abroad have made great efforts in pursuit of this ancient kiln. And at the turn
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of the century,the kiln site was finally proved conclusively. Descriptions on Ge Ware could
be traced back to as early as the Yuan Dynasty. In documents since the end of the Ming
Dynasty ,Ge Ware,has been listed among five famous kilns of the Song Dynasty. However,
archaeological discoveries in the latest half-century have turned out to be evidences of the
Yuan Dynasty. Hence,in recent years many scholars have begun to question the produc-
tion period of Ge Ware and pointed out that it should have been during the Yuan Dynasty.
It is self-evident that the discovery and archaeological excavations of Laohudong Kiln have
provided substantial evidence of significance for solving the two puzzling mysteries in an-
cient ceramics research over a long period of time.

Apart from its contingency, inevitability lies in the discovery of Lachudong -Kiln,
First,since the latest century,numerous scholars have,one after another,conducted sur-
veys at the southwestern part of Hangzhou. They not only found early the site of
Jiaotanxia Official Kiln but also collected a great deal of information,which paved the way

for final discovery and confirmation of Xiuneisi Official Kiln. Second,in recently years,

~with the development of city construction in a large scale, many historical remains and

relics of the Southern Song period in Hangzhou have been exposed and discovered. Faced
with the contradiction between the heavy pressure of cultural relics preservation and city
construction, the municipal government, with extraordinary foresight and the sense of re-
sponsibility to the nation,has given first priority to preservation of historical and cultural
relics amongst municipal engineering projects. So,the municipal government of Hangzhou
furnished funds for effective preservation of these historical sites after the discoveries of
the sites one after another like the Imperial Ancestral Temple,the Lin’an government of-
fice and the curtilage of Queen GongShengRenlLie of the Southern Song Dynasty, which
have had significant Influences in the archaeological circles nationwide. The boldness of vi-
sion has attracted nationwide attention. This has not only promoted the cultural connota-
tions of Hangzhou as a historic cultural city but greatly lifted people’s awareness of cultur-
al relics preservation. The inkling of Laochudong Kiln Site was timely reported to Hangzhou
Cultural Relies & Archaeological Research Institute, which was a good reflection of this
strong awareness. Third,what is in particular worth mentioning here is that with the mu-
nicipal engineering works rising one after another in recently years, Hangzhou Cultural
Relics & Archaeological Research Institute has conducted rescue surveys and excavations
to coordinate with capital construction. The staff members’ conscientious and meticulous
attitude with strong academic capability serves as indispensable factors of the series of sig-
nificant discoveries. The timely judgment on its importance and quick ac¢tion to take pro-
tective measures after Laohudong Kiln being reported well reflected the aforesaid attitude
and capability.

In recent years,the Institute of Chinese Archaeology,Cultural Relics & Museology of
Peking University has carried out a number of excavations and studies on ceramics archae-

ology. The Institute has also made significant contribution to the subject of ceramics ar-
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chaeology that combines ancient ceramics research with archaeology. The Institute has al-
ways been attaching great importance to discovery,excavation and progress of research in
Laohudong Kiln. Some professors specializing in related subjects visited Hangzhou many:
times to make -on-the-spot investigation of the excavations and collect unearthed material.
In 2001 they assisted Hangzhou Cultural Relics & Archaeological Research Institute to or-
ganize an expert appraisal of the new archaeological discovery at Laohudong Kiln Site ant
were invited to present as experts. Entrusted by Hangzhou Cultural Relics®& Archaeological
Research Institute ,they wrote the summary of the expert appraisal , which was published in
the monthly academic periodical Cultural Relics{Wenwu)and evoked great repercussions at
home and abroad. On basis of the established relationship of mutual trust and cooperation’s
the two Institutes jointly sponsored the“2002 International Conference on Southern Song
Official Ware of Lachudong Kiln Site in Hangzhou,China”.

The discovery and archaeological excavations of Lachudong Kiln have attracted great
attention from scholars at home and abroad. Many scholars went to Hangzhou to visit the
kiln site before some academic achievements came out in succession. Still more scholars ex-
pected an opportunity to have an all-round and systematic observation of objects of differ-
ent periods and historical remains unearthed from the kiln site. Meanwhile, the significant
achievements in the archaeological excavations have put forward to us new subjects to -
study in the following:how to further approach the development,time of productionyman-
agement system and technological features on the basis of archaeological excavations;the
relation between Laohudong Kiln and Guan Ware (Official Kiln),Ru Ware,products from
low-1ying mountain ridges of Yue Kiln at: Shangiinhu of the Northern Song; Jisotanxia
Official Kiln;institutions and development of the government-run handicraft industry: and
porcelain production line of the Song Dynasty;new subjects like feature and origin of Ge
Ware as well as development of Chinese celadon. Actually,this marks the deepening of re-
search on system of Guan Ware (Official Kiln)in porcelain production of the Song Dynasty,
which is another satisfactory result achieved on the subject of ceramics archaeology.

Further studies on the aforesaid subjects can bring into better play the archaeological
work on Laohudong Kiln and stimulate research in the history of Chinese ceramics. It is
very necessary to hold an international conference expected by many scholars from at home
and abroad so as to be more acquainted with major achievements in the excavations and
make further approaches to related subjects. Jointly sponsored by Center for the Study of
Chinese Archaeology,Peking University and Hangzhou Landscapes &. Cultural Relics Bu-
reau, and undertaken by Hangzhou Cultural Relics & Archaeological Research Institute
(Hangzhou Cultural Relics Preservation Administration)and Museum of Southern Song
Official Kiln, “2002 International Conference on Southern Song Official Ware of Lao-
hudong Kiln Site in Hangzhou,China”was convened in Hangzhou Jinxi Hotel from 15-17
November 2002. Over 110 scholars from 9 countries and regions such as China (including

HKSAR and Taiwan),USA,UK,Canada, Australia, Germany,Italy,Japan,and Singapore




