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Preface

et

This is the personal history of a Chinese immigrant in the USA. It is also
a record of the changes and developments of Chinese and American society. By
using a person’s experience to observe society, and using the improvements in
society to reflect the individuals, this book documents a person’s life and a
country’s development. It also confirms a pattern: history can only be made by
people and people cannot exist without history.

Life is not complicated, and success is not a secret as long as one exerts
himself. He can, I can. You also can.

Dr. Qiang Li comes from Wuhan. His story isn’t heroic, but it is full of
twists and turns. Very few pursue a career in literature, even fewer write
creatively as a hobby. It takes a lot of will and perseverance to keep writing.
There is a line from the theme song of the Chinese TV series {The Monkey
King)that says “Where is the road? It’s under your feet”. Success comes from
effort and persistence because endeavor in itself is a part of success.

America is a country of many cultures. It is filled with Chinese American
compatriots who have never forgotten about their native land through the tough
times. Dr. Li is their representative. Using belief to pave the way and blood
and tears as his ink, Dr. Li completed this written record in his free time
one siroke at a time. Using the square characters passed down from his
éncestors, he has recorded his own life as well as his thoughts on land, family,
survival, the world, and mankind.

This is a personal history book that includes culture, knowledge, interest,
education, philosophy, dedication and politics. More than anything, it is an ex-—
pression of the feelings Dr. Li has toward his homeland. There are 3 million
Chinese Americans in America. Many of them have traveled thousands of miles
to come here and do their best to contribute to the American society. At the

same time, they also have a special feeling toward their homeland by keeping
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up with every bit of development overseas. These people have Chinese blood
flowing through their veins. Their heritage cannot be erased as easily as the
files in a computer. ’

The work done by Dr. Li tells us that if we work hard to integrate our—
selves into mainstream society but still inherit and carry on the culture left to
us by our ancestors, we can b;"oad the influence of Chinese culture around the
world, and enrich the spirit of Chinese Americans and further our contributions
to the society. The value of immigrants in this country will also greatly improve
along the way.

The History Channel has an ad that says “Any current reality is a living
History.” This is very true. The same can be said about people. Reality cannot
be separated from the past, and everything you have gotten is related to the
past, such as your family, your society, your teachers, your friends, your col-
leagues, your efforts, your pain and your experiences. Never forget about your
history. If you want a bright future, thank the past and value the present.

It’s my pleasure to contribute to the preface of Dr. Qiang Li’s book {Ex—
perience). I would like to take this opportunity to wish all Chinese Americans

success in their respective fields of work!

Jimmy Meng is the first Asian American New York State assembly member
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