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Abstract

Our everyday life, are socio-culturally constructed, at all areas, even
health and illness is also embedded in socio-cultural dynamics. Typically,
the impact of the HIV has globally been identified as cultural vulnerability
to multiple scenarios to epidemics across cultures. International society is
experiencing escalating HIV impact that are driven largely by different
cultural practices giving the complete and radical change of our society as
today’s AIDS era.

Cultural diversity with indigenous, tribal/ethnic model-paradigms, and
various marginalized subgroups have led to broad difference in HIV/AIDS-
related awareness and practices. This protruding future on the difference in
vulnerabilities to epidemics between mainstream society and subculture
seitings has been particularly highlighted for development of tailoring
strategy through to identify, facilitate, and applies appropriate and
innovative response to HIV/AIDS.

It is therefore vital in building realistic and measurable model by
understanding more distal factors to different vulnerability characterizing the
different cultures. Drawing on the great ideas from socio-cultural study on

HIV/AIDS of both ethnological and empirical perspectives, the data
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presented in book further is based on a series of fieldwork studies in
Sichuan, China to explore the coherent relations on vulnerabilities
associated with the HIV/AIDS epidemic affect populations, groups, and
networks in multiple levels, multiple ways and diverse cultures by following

contents ;

First, the discussion is focused to exam the background of epidemic to
HIV/AIDS drawing different divers, factors and risk among especially

vulnerable populations from cultural perspective.

Secondly, the empirical data analyses is conducted to explore the
combining determinants and mediators for these people infected and
affected by HIV from social and cultural dynamics dealing with their risk-
taking knowledge, attitudes, practices in different socio-demographic back-

grounds, information sources, and cultural contexts.

Furthermore, based on empirical evidence, the insights from the book are
also to exam various models in using behaviour change to reduce

vulnerability to epidemic.

Monitoring and evaluation is particularly stressed to test the effectiveness of
these multiple model in prevention. Then, as especial case work, the
discussion in the book is curried out to understand gender-focused
vulnerability to women and sex between men, with view the updated
evidences in advocating right-based approach to involve in project on
designing, planning, implementing, monitoring and evaluating innovative
activities for fully accessing to quite marginalized populations for their more

social engaging activities in combating HIV/AIDS in local communities.



Lastly, data presented by case studies in the book is to raise the insights
from the fieldwork with further developing culturally appropriate approach on
the best use of cultural resources to facilitate good ground work in effective

response to HIV/AIDS across nation, China.
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