


Responsible reader ChenHao
M EXE

Translator Chien Wen Shan




BEHBEMSRE (C 1 P) #iE

hAE > 2 22 /RS ——HiM . TR R
#t, 2004.6

ISBN 7-308—03678—2

[, e T fees M. @2Z2F =460 — W HEE
—PEOEM - -%H—PE V.S 682.3]

hERARE A E CIP BT (2004) 48 045814 5

MHFER RIEHF
RfERE M F
gt B

H&TT  #IAKZFHARE
(BLINfiARE 38 5 HBEIZ4RES 310027)
(E-mail ; zupress@mail . hz.zj.cn)
(MLl : http. //www . zjupress.com)

H R WMNBABEZMERRAT B /dE S
PN FFRE RS IR Z B RA F

B B HNEFRDNSERLAE

Z $#H 2EHERE

FF &  889mmx1194mm 1/16

Ep i 25

FOH 58T

BR ED ¥ 2004 4E 9 BES1HR 200449 H& 1 RENR

Ef ¥ 0001-5060

H = ISBN 7—308—-03678—2/S-026

£ 436.005%



Orchid Art of China

ARHATNKL EEHTEEEE 1R
B OISR R AR < H R S
H<INT [INGHHREREE KRR
[EKHR ™ HON-¥M NER ™ K-KIIREEIE
Ripe | KR EEiEsu REE-
PR R [N N Iz
[Htog i H SHAITEENLC IS ] © RIS
ATHON R I SR D O3 - IO -
HIEN KIS HITE R NEmE®

SR RVE RN




BREREEREN (PEZZ - Z) —PBEH, BTRWE.
BRERREAZEEE. =1+FEm—8 BHER= #E= &
C HEATRERE, fhT7TNEZLMEE. M. E. R, RN
. e MEBEZ VR HNIEEHNmRE,
ZMWMZRTE. MEEHESY, “PEZETEMEMNTE",
EMHRFRAERANT. W EE LR #AYE . A TE B 6000 ZER
ZHHE, MENERKERPEETARMZFE LG, NESHES
2000 ZEFEMBE. ZMHEEA, BERK, ZXHEERE. KRR
B, BEAK, SHEBH, F¥EX, FESHZEEM, M)

BAENFHERBPEZNHS, ELATE. RAEETEZHN
FEz%, SRTHL, “AHFR TR, Bk, =8, /M. @I
Fih, BAHE), BEABE XHZMNHEZR. 9%

BAEFZZRTADET, BEXBEORY, REHHEN
) “BAEE". BRGNP =HEBEBE. “REME
DA, BRMBSER”, iy “Hi%” EREEBEAN, &
RS, MBANRRACERE, B$iFxik. hAxHERNERAR
=, BETEEMERIP A, EOMMNZHES, HEERTFX
TA—Xf3~4H, FEth LS L%, BAS, LA, @k
EMNGNEE “RREREPR KEBMI. TE1

CELBENK, ERAER? 7 BEAINAMB RS EER
., wEms, thivER, ANREMFELSZBICHTREGRT
=5, T

BERENZFE, TEARZZREH. MABESHHNES
PR, PRFZREAME—THIE XERARXBHEZHE SE
HT TR, BT MgERERE M UAEBMREEELS. BT,
AFEFE ARV RZE = ERES]T TRFRIE, hiaiEs
EERPTHAZNRIE: B SRR XU RM T F S E6F
TR, &, WRBAFRE (BEZF2FEF) —H.

BEALH, BFERmE, RESTE, HHRFEA,

EHMEANIR, MREHR. BITUFER, AEFFIE.

ZERFE, THERER.

EFPE A E B XERE, iEPFEZXHE—FRIGHAK,

AL

=0z R

& ik

IR, 7B SE BEPDFIE 15 0] : www. ertongbook. com



Preface |
Congratulations to Mr. Chien, Hsu Tung for the publication of his book-
The Orchid Art of China. Mr. Chien comes from Taiwan,China, for the
past 30 years of his life he has been industrious in doing the orchid
business, searching for orchids, planting orchids and nurturing orchids,
carrying out scientific practices, been through all the ups and downs
of running an orchid business. This book records experiences and
achievements of Mr. Chien's orchid business.

According to Mr. Chien ,“orchids originated in China”, and he is
absolutely right. Chinese orchid is an exclusive plant of China. The
earliest orchid origin dates back to Hemudu Culture in New Stone Age
(the Neolithic Period) (4360 — 3360 BC) in Zhejiang. There is also the
history of Yue King, Gou Jian planting orchids over numerous mountains
during the Spring & Autumn Period (722 — 481 BC) and the Warring
States Period (403 —221 BC). Orchids have a long history of origin, and
its profound culture is a long continuous hand down from generation
tfo generation, forever growing and moving forward with time, till
today's flourishing age. Worth saluting! Mr. Chien has endured many
obstacles while nurturing orchids; there were heartaches of failure,
and painful speechless moments when the orchids were stolen. Mr.
Chien believes hardship and difficulties can steel a person. He
researches diligently and applies what he has learnt through
retrospection, and carefully studies others’ successful cases, eventually
has replaced traditional orchid growing methods with advanced
scientific nurturing fechnologies. At his orchid base in Hangzhou,
healthy orchids have an annual reproduction rate of 3 to 4 shoofs;
new shoots grow exceedingly well to old plants. This is a living proof of
his innovative method and true spirit of “perseverance reaps great
achievements”. Worth rejoicing!

According to Mr. Chien, Chinese orchids have granted him his
achievements, therefore he feels he must contribute to the orchid
society by publishing this book, which details his orchid growing
experiences. Worth praising!

Inside Mr. Chien's greenhouse there are traditional orchids as well
as new and rare genera of orchids, which are all recorded in this
book. His scientific techniques enable him to produce in mass
quantities within the shortest time, ensuring the continual supply
of orchid resources as well as safeguarding wild orchid resources.
He has indeed done a lot of work in bridging orchid culture
exchanges between the mainland and Taiwan Province of China.

Zhao, Xiaodao
Nov, 2003

Zhao, Xiaodao: Director General of Orchid Association of Zhejiang Province
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Preface i

The orchid, a plant knowned for its flowers, has at least a history of two thousand years in Ching,
wafting ifs elegant fragrance. The favor of people shown to it, instead of being worn and torn by
time, has to the contrary been enhanced and strengthened year by year.In different times people
loved it in different ways, some for its flowers or leaves, others for its colors or fragrance-the last
being most commonly, most enduringly, and of highest aesthetic taste the case-for it is the
fragrance of its flowers that is most delightful and elegant and rich in cultural implications.
Artists in the Song and the Yuan dynasties were fond of painting pines, bamboos, and
chrysanthemums, known as the “three friends of winter”, while Wu Zhen, an artist in the Yuan,
added the orchid to them, entitling his work The Picture of the Four Friends. In his assay, The
Biography of Lan Xing, Fang Yu, a writer in the Ming dynasty, interestingly personified the orchid.
“Lan (orchid) by surname,” says he in the beginning, * Xing (fragrance) by personal name, and also
styled Wuzhizi (Master Insensibility), she is descended from her earliest ancestor Guo Xiang (national
flower), surnamed Cao (grass).” Fang vividly introduced the characteristics of the orchid. Another
Song writer, Wang Gui-xue, even lifted it to a status above “the three friends”.
"Among the so-called ‘three friends’,” says he in his writing The Manual of Orchids, “the bamboo
is segmented but doesn't flower, the plum blossoms but is sparse of leaves, while the pine, though
with a luxuriance of coniferous leaves, lacks fragrance. Only the orchid is endowed with all these
merits.” He had certainly a predilection for the orchid. In Chinese ci poetry, the willow appears in
relatively great frequency, such as in the lines.
On the bank, the dawn breeze caresses
Willows under the faint light of the waning moon.
But in literary forms other than ci poetry, it is the orchid, presumably, that has most often
been mentioned. In ancient times, the orchid (Ian) almost became an epithet for all
things of beauty and perfection, for example,
Lanzhang-for beautifully written assays; Lantai-for refined manners;
Lanxiao-for delicious food;  Lanyu-for splendid palaces and mansions:
Lanyou-for friends of virtue and loyalty;  Lanzhao-a metaphor of pregnancy;
Lanzhi-a metaphor of virtue;  Lanfeng-for fragrant scent:
Lanshi-for springtime.
In consequence of its great popularity and reputation, the name of orchid is attributed to plants
that doesn’t bear whatsoever relation to it. Thus come such names as tiger tail orchid, élite orchid,
morass orchid, dragon tongue orchid, wood orchid, Buddha Wenshu orchid, etc. Mr. Jian
Xudong, a Taiwanese as well as an orchidologist, has devoted himself for thirty years to
orchidology, leaving his foot prints, during his travel, everywhere on both shores of the Taiwan
Strait, searching, planting, and cultivating a variety of orchids. His work, Orchids: The Art of
China, is a fruit of wisdom and toil and an extraction of quintessence from a wide range of
knowledge. Incorporating the refined text with abundant plates, and integrating academic,
readable, and practical characteristics into a harmonious unity, it is indeed a work of no
easy creation and deserves high praise. The reader will make his own judgment
while reading the book and will see whether | am right or not.

Yu Jianming
July,2004

Yu, Jianming: President of Press and Publication Bureau of Zhejiang Province
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Preface 1l
I ran intfo Mr. Chien Hsu Tung in a private occasion. For years our dialogues revolved
around the fopic of Chinese Cymbidiums and | was honored to visit his Chinese
Cymbidium garden in person. Mr Chien has unique insights and experiences in this
field of culture management and propagation techniques and is willing to share these
with interested individuals and groups. Reading over the book,”The Orchid Art of
China”, I am very impressed by its richness. The contexts of this book include details of
knowing Chinese Cymbidiums, understanding culture management and propagation
tfechniques,characteristics of cultivars/mutants, evaluations of plants/flowers, and
discovery of original places. Hardly were these done in the past until Mr. Chien was
willing to share his valuable adventures. As a Cymbidium orchid grower, Mr. Chien
enjoyed traveling all over East Asia with a simple personal package regardless of the
natural challenges. He visited many orchid growers and was generous enough to
share his insights and information on growing Cymbidium orchids with professional
and amateur growers. Beyond doubt, this book costs him a lot of capital as well as
years of time and efforts.

This book not only would be helpful to those who work hard in practice but also valuable
to those who take efforts in theory as a resourceful reference. Accordingly, | highly
recommend this book to those friends who love Cymbidium orchids as much as | do.

"T;a.},—w& g&v\/
Dec.15,2003 at College of Agriculture, Chiayi University

“Teas-mu SRen— : President and Professor of College of Agriculture, Chiayi University
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Preface |y
Orchids are considered to have a high-ranking status; its elegant nature has
always been favored. Confucius said: “Orchids grow in remote mountains
and will not stop giving off its beauty due to non admirers; a virtuous noble
man will not alter his moral integrity due to destitution” . From this passage we
can see that orchids received admiration even as early as over 2000 years
ago.Ancient scholars often used them as a comparison to noblemen or
beautiful women, and naturally it became a part of Chinese culture. Orchids
possess daintiness, elegant fragrance and ability to undergo transformation;
have numerous varieties, long flowering periods and do not easily wither up,
all of such qualities that outshines other flowers. Orchid growing is an activity
that may improve and uplift recreational standards, as well as nurturing one's
inner self and improving toward a beautified life. In the recent years countries
worldwide have been doing what is known as the Green movement that
promotes plant life. Here especially the orchid trade between the mainland
and Taiwan Provine is most enthusiastic. With the comeback of orchid market
growth Mr. Chien who has been a successful entrepreneur in the Taiwan
orchid circles for 30 years has volunteered to share his life work in establishing
a successful orchid business. Throughout the years he traveled countries and
endured many hardships that accumulated for him experiences and
knowledge of growing orchids, here he offers the five key points of running a
successful orchid business:

® Knowing the people. @ Knowing the market.

® Knowing orchid genus. @ Knowing orchid art,

® Knowing the nurturing techniques.
Essential factors:

@ Buy at the right time. @ Keep at the right time.

@ Sell at the right time.
There ancients once said: “In order to attain success one must learn from the
successful people.” Mr. Chien always has something to offer whether it is the
knowledge of orchid art, flower art or management techniques of growing
and nurturing. He often says: “Life has not lived itself until he has had the
opportunity to repay what the orchid society has offered him for every stitch
and thread.” Therefore one can truly say that his work is purely out of
contribution, all information and photographs are supplied at no cost. In
doing this he hopes to contribute as much as possible to the history of orchids.
Through his admirable actions we hope it will enrich people with the interest
and knowledge of growing and profiting from orchids, most of all, the
improvement of economical and living standards, leading to a healthier and
brighter culture for our country.

Zhong, Longwang
Oct.18.2002

Zhong, Longwang: The Third President of Chinese Orchid Association
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Preface v
To meet many experts and forerunners in the orchid world. All these experiences make
me redlise that many of these orchids have found their way into a more privileged
location. | devoted my life into the orchid business for more than 30 years, Though |
had been through many difficult fimes and hardships | was nevertheless awarded with
an enriching stable life,everything was not possible if it weren‘t for the
orchids.Therefore, putting together this book in contribution to orchid industry is a way
of showing my gratitude.This book comprises of my personal experiences on orchids
and practical knowledge obtained throughout the years.
No plagiarism or false facts form as a part of this book. Furthermore,there are no
advertising connotations or remarks against this book. Readers may absorb this book
without any hesitation.Nurturing and managing orchids does not have a fixed method
or a definite way,but handle thing in a versatile manner.
The same as when we ask others for advice,it is always different from person to
person.This does not mean some are right and some are wrong,because there is no
sfandard answer. The advices that we get are solutions from different experiences
and different individuals. This is when we have to use our wisdom to determine which
is the best advice for certain situation or matter,but only with careful thoughts and
prudent process will we find the most ideal solution to our problem or matter, A sage
once said:“Rriver flows thousands of miles, but the art of orchids excees the river. There
is no limit in orchid art,in order to obtain the art one has to endure hardship”.
Confucius said:”All men say | konw,” but they cannot stop themselves from being driven
into a net or being caught in a frap.”
A cicada does not know winter;a frog in a well does not know the vastness of sky.Only
when one goes miles to understand the art of orchids and through diligent learning,
then may one truly comprehend the profoundness of orchids art mentioned by seniors.
The more one is in fouch with one’s self one will be able to comprehend the art of
orchids further. Learning is a limitless process,| share of what | know and experienced.
| did not have the privilege of a high education, therefore may somewhat be limited
in expressing the art of orchids in an appropriate manner. | do apologize for my poor
expression and wording and is willing to accept advice anytime with
humbleness and gratitude.

Chien, Hsu Tung July, 2004

Chien Hsu Tung: The Author, President of Hangzhou Hong Hsu Cymbidiums and
Orchids Ltd. Cultivating Co.,Ltd.
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