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Section One

Lesson One

Part One

I . Read the following words:
1. clerk [kla:k, “3kle:k] 2. compartment

n, WA, hEH [kem'pa:tmant] n,
SIZE R0 5 A
3. Armenian [a:'mimmjen] 4, conversation
n, PERBEA [[konve'seifon] n,
W, 2
5. nigger n. (W) 6. recognize ['rekagnaiz]
EA, Eu vt
7. treat vt. X% 8. tonely adj. @iy,
IRPR

9. darkness n, B
I . Read the following:

BECAUSE SHE WAS A BLACK WOMAN

Beginning Time: Minutes Seconds_

Balashyan arrived in New Orleans on Sunday morn-

ing on his way to Baltimore. A clerk at the booking-

lﬂ



office told him: “There are some seats for the train go-
ing to Baltimore in half an hour.”

Soen Balas"xyaﬁ'Was .s'tt'tirng by th: window in the
smoking compartment of a car. He began to look through
the newspapers. but then he noticed a young woman
sitting at the window of the next compartment. She
was beautiful with biack hair. A beok lay in front of
her but she was not reading it. _

At a small station the train stopped and a group
of young mcn in army uniform ontered the car. One
of them took a seal near Balushyan.

“Are thess today's newspapers? Do you mind if 1

read them?” he asked Balashyan in French.

“Not at all.” he answered,

“Are you [rench?”

“No, | am Armenian,” said Balashyan.

“Oh. is that so?” the young man cricd out in sur-
prise. ‘—‘i've‘never, met an Armenian.”

Soon everybody knew about Balashyan and began
asking him questions: “What kind of people are the
Armenians? Is your country far from New ‘Orleans?
Are the girls in Armenia beautiful?” _

But suddenly the conversation stopped. A woman's
sharp cry had come from thé next compartment. They
all jumped up wnd hurried (v see what wis happening

there.

2



This is what they saw: a tall officer was standing
in front of the young woman, shouting at her. “I re-
peat my question. Are you a nigger? | repeat my
question., Are you a niggere”

But the young woman said nothing.

“You are! 1 can recognize niggers immediately.
Where are you going?” he shouted.

“To Baltimore to see my hushand. He is in the
army too. He is leaving for France tomorrow.”

“Why do you go in the car for white people?” ask-
c¢d the man.

“But there was no train with a coloured car until
evening, and I wouldn't be able to see my husband be-
fore he left, I am the wife of a soldier who's going to
the war together with you. How can you treat me this
way?” and she began crying.

But the officer only laughed.

“Throw her out at the next station!” shouted ons
of his comrades. .

Here Balashyan broke in:

“Look here, gentlemen. You arc officers of the
American army. You cannot leave the wife of an Ameri-
can soldier in such a lonely place at this hour of the
night,”

But one of the men pushed him aside. The train
stopped suddenly, The officer pulled the woman to the

3



door and pushed her out of the car.

Then Belashyan ran to the door, pushed the officer
aside and jumped down too.

The train started to move. The Americans were
iauching at Dalashyan. But the train moved faster and
caster snd soon it disappeared in the darkness. The
poor youlg WOmaAan was crying very hard.

Finishing Time: Misnutes_ _Seconds_____

(478 words)

¥ . Do the reading comprehension exercises:

, (Choose the best answer. Circle the letter of your shoice
1) A booking-office is a place
a. where books of all kinds are on sale.
b. where train tickets are on sale.
c. where travellers can ask for information
(EE) .
d. where travellers can buy guide-books (jg
1THETE) -

2) The smoking compartment of a car is a place
a. where passengers are allowed (Ai4) to
smoke.

b. where there is a big boiler (4R%") .

¢. which is full of smoke.

d. where passengers are smoking.

3) The story took place



4)

6)

[T - I & S

at the railway station in New Orleans,
at the Baltimore station.

in a large car.

on a train which was on its way from

New Orleans to Baltimore.

New Orleans is

a,
b,
c,

3

a,

the name of a railway station.

the name of

a village.
the name of a city.
a

the name of a person.

Balashyan began to look thrcugh the news-

papers. The seantence means that

a,

b,

d.

Balashyan begar to lock out throuch the
newspapers. .

Balashyan was holding newspapors in
front of himself and began to lock at
them,

Balashyan was looking at the ycung wo-
man through the newspapers.

Balashyan began to rcad the newspapers,

“There was no train with a colouret car until

a.

bo

C.

sning.” The coloured car is

evea

a car which is painted in colours.
a car which was beautifully decorated (%

W) .

a car for black people only.



d. a car for pcople whose skins are of dil-
firent colours.
') , so he pushed her out of the
car in a lonely place at night.
a. The officer hated woman, especially black
women
b. The officer looked down upon ([ R4)
black people
c. One of the officer's comrades told him
what to do with the woman '
d, The woman was impolite (JZXLHiA) to
the officer
8) , and he pushed him aside and
jumped down after her.
a. Balashyan hated the way the officer treat-
ed the black woman
b. Balashyan felt sorry for the officer
c¢. Balashyan saw his comrade thrown out
of the car
d, Balashyan wanted to take care of the
woman
9) The young woman was crying sadly because
a, she felt lonely.
b. she was roughly (GHE Hi) treated and would
not be able to see her husband belore he

left,



V]

c. she was afraid ol darkness.
d. she was badly wounded.
10) A better title for the story will be
a, Balashyan and an American Officer.
b. ‘An Officer and a Black Woman.
c. Balashyan and a Black Woman.
d, The Adventure (g ) of Balashyan.

. Fill in the blanks with proper words:

1) A car where passengers dine ( 4§ ) is call-
ed a car.
2) A clerk at a booking-office is called a

clerk.

3) To repeat a questicn is to ask the same ques-

tion .

4) Tt was night. The train moved faster and

faster and soon it in the .

5) Yesterday I met with an old man

the airport. who arrived _ Beijing
on his way ~ Japan. 1 asked him
questions ~ Japanese. He smiled and
said that he could not  ~~  me. He

was an American Chinesel

. Answer the following questions:

1) Who were the group of young men in army
uniform?

2) Where were they going?
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