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> FOREWORD

At the time of the 30th anniversary of the founding of Shanghai Botanical
Garden and the 22nd anniversary of the founding of Shanghai-style penjing
(potted landscape), I am so glad to hear that more than two hundred master-
pieces of penjing treasured by Shanghai Botanical Garden for years will be
pictorialized for publication. I think it's meaningful.

The penjing, which has a long history and was well established, is a
dazzling art rarity in Chinese historical and cultural mine.

The Shanghai-style penjing, which is famous for its distinguishing feature
and unique style both at home and abroad, is one of the most important Chinese
penjing sects. Shanghai Botanical Garden is the base of collecting, research-
ing and creating Shanghai-style penjing. Early in 1954 when Longhua
Nursery, the predecessor of Shanghai Botanical Garden was established, a
large number of penjing works were collected and created. Through 50 years’
collecting, planting, researching and creating, Shanghai-style penjing has
formed its own characteristics:

The first is to lay stress on penjing's theory research, which has made great
achievements. Penjing research department was established as soon as
Shanghai Botanical Garden was founded and it carried out the penjing's theory
research in various aspects. One of the important research results is that it
redressed the wrong concept existed in many countries that penjing originated
from Japan and first it brought the penjing frescoes in Prince Zhang Huai's
Tomb of Tang Dynasty to the public. It radically correct the wrong ideas abont
the history of penjing. The other one is that it has established the art
characteristics of Shanghai-style penjing. After years of close and careful
study on “The Research of Shanghai’s Tree Penjing ”, which was highly
appraised by the experts of Chinese Penjing in 1982,“Originated from nature,

Vigorous suitably for a painting”, Shanghai-style penjing became one of the

famous penjing sects in China from then on.




The second is to pay attention to the popularization of penjing and to enrich
people’s cultural life. Shanghai Botanical Garden has published 8 books of
penjing, such as “Shanghai Longhua Penjing”, “The Appreciation and
Manufacture of Shanghai Penjing” . “Chinese Penjing - The Appreciation of
Masterpieces and Skills” etc. Various activities for the popularization of
science, such as penjing creating and penjing appreciation etc, enriched the
culfural life of the masses and made great contributions to bringing the art of
penjing into comnon families.

The third is to develop the advantages in historical resources and pay
attention to the maintenance of Penjing Garden. Penjing Garden in Longhua
Nursery was the base and advantaged resource for building Penjing Garden in
Shanghai Botanical Garden. Since Shanghai Botanical Garden was established,
Penjing Garden has been reconstructed and extended in 1978, 1982, 1988,
1995 and now it has become the first-class Penjing Garden at home and
abroad. Penjing Garden of Shanghai Botanical Garden is the first one in China.
Penjing Museum in Penjing Garden is the first Penjing Museum in China.
Penjing Garden in Shanghai Botanical Garden, which occupied 60mu, has
collected more than one thousand masterpieces of penjing, which mostly
represented Shanghai-style.

The forth is that there are numerous masterpieces of penjing in the Garden,
which obtain honors frequently. Shanghai-style penjing are mainly made by
pines and cypresses. The collected potted landscape made by Japanese White
Pine is its speciality and has won the champion in China both in quality and
quantity. The penjing of Shanghai Botanical Garden has been honored the
high reputations several times in domestic and overseas exhibitions. For
example, they have won 4 highest superior awards, 2 gold medals, 11 silver
medals and 10 bronze medals in 90 International Flower & Green Exhibition
in Osaka, Japan and have gotten 4 gold and silver medals in International
Flower Exhibition in Amsterdam, Holland. They have obtained many awards
in domestic penjing exhibitions too.

The masters of penjing art in China, Mr. Yin Zimin, Mr.Hu Rongqing, Mr.
Wang Yiding and Mr. Shao Haizhong are all from Shanghai Botanical
Garden. Under the study of the outstanding, traditional culture and art of
China, on the base of using foreign art styles for reference, they have created
the unique style and taste in Shanghai-style penjing and made great contribu-
tions to its development .

I really hope that penjing horticulturists of Shanghai Botanical Garden try
hard to summarize the seniors’ experience, gain other’s fortes to make
Shanghai-style penjing further develop. We wish the art of penjing would
blossom in the garden of culture and art in our country.

Hu YunHUA
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