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The U.S. executes presidential system. The
presidential election occurs quadrennially
which is a complicated, lengthy process. The
main procedures for the election include pri-
mary elections, each political party convening
presidential nominating conventions to deter-
mine a presidential candidate, presidential can-
didates campaigning across the country, voters
casting ballots , the Electoral College vote and
the presidential inauguration.

The primary election is the first phase of
the U.S. presidential election, staggering be-
tween January and June before the federal
election. During this period, all parties will
compete for candidates of the party presiden-
tial nomination. There are two types of
primaries, which are grass-roots political par-
ties and direct primary elections. The former

refers to the two political parties in the states,

from poll stations, county, constituency to the
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state, convening representatives
meeting in order to select repre-
sentatives to participate in presi-
dential nominating conventions.
As for the latter, it is in the form
of universal suffrage. The voters
of two political parties in a state
go to the polling station at the
same day and vote for delegates

to participate in presidential

DHEE AR EMER
BRARK/K. AR
#2703 % ¥ A R R

EESMRRRESHRE, X
RARZHINE 7R B L
- o

fibu et = e ]
tﬂ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%zéﬁ@ﬁ
2ERERRS. SWUHWERE
FRELAHMEALLSE. B
gelgik A, it S gw
BEAN 4L,

PR esEfRRAREZE
BT B E BT ERE.
P BGREEANFEREYR, &
S ES M RTIRRT. #HIT
JTERK. RRFTIRFER, S0
R, AHiCERFS ALK
TATHHLE ., AL, Bk AL

AR MW
b2 7.3 ]

frRm, i
xaivm currently used in most states as

nominating conventions, which is

the primary election methods.

After the primaries, the two
major political parties, the Demo-
cratic and Republican, will convene National
People’s Congress respectively in the third
quarter. The main task is to finalize president
and vice presidential candidates, and discuss
the presidential election platform.

After the National People’s Congress of the
two political parties, presidential election cam-
paign officially starts. Two presidential candi-
dates spent heavily in campaigning by campaign
travelling across the country, advertising war,

making campaign speeches, meeting with
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voters, holding press conferences and having
open debate, etc. In addition, candidates will
also expound their policies about domestic and
foreign affairs through various forms in order
to win the confidence of voters and to compete
for votes.

National voters cast their ballots on the
first Tuesday in November in the election year.
This day is called Election Day. To avoid over-
crowding on Election Day, most states in the
U.S. allow voters to vote within 45 days be-
fore the election.

The U.S. presidential election implements
the Electoral College system. When voters cast
their ballots, they not only choose among the
presidential candidates, but also elect 538 rep-
resentatives of 50 states and Washington, D.C.
to form the Electoral College. In the general
election, the overwhelming majority of states
and the capital of the United States carry out
the “winner-take-all” system, that is, the can-
didate who obtains the most votes in a state or
the capital obtains all the electoral votes. The
presidential candidates who gains 270 or more
electoral votes will win the electoral victory.

Thus, according to electoral votes attribution

in every state, it is usually on the night of the
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Election Day that would decide
the winner.

Electoral College casts
their ballots on the first Mon-

day after the second Wednesday
in December in the election

year. Voters cast their votes in

the capital of the state. Under

¥

normal circumstances, the

Electoral College vote is only a
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matter of routine.

In addition, if each presidential candidate
of the two major party receives 269 electoral
votes respectively or because of a nominee of a
third party candidate leads to no access to 270
or more electoral votes, the presidential candi-
date will be decided by the House of
Representatives. This case has occurred in U.
S. history.

The last U.S. presidential election process
is presidential inauguration ceremony. Until
the elected president takes an oath of office in
presidential inauguration ceremony on January
20 in the following year President-elect can
announce the end of the process of presidential

elections.
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Brief Introduction of Barack
Hussein Obama

Barack Hussein Obama, born on August
4, 1961, is the junior United States Senator
from Illinois and presidential nominee of the
Democratic Party in the 2008 United States
presidential election.

Obama is the first African-American to
be nominated by a major American political
party for president and became the first Afri-
can-American president in American history on
November 4, 2008. A graduate of Columbia
University and Harvard Law School, where he
became the first black person to serve as presi-
dent of the Harvard Law Review, Obama
worked as a community organizer and practiced
as a civil rights attorney before serving three
terms in the Illinois Senate from 1997 to 2004.

He taught constitutional law at the University
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of Chicago Law School from 1992 to 2004.
Following an unsuccessful bid for a seat in the
U.S. House of Representatives in 2000, he an-
nounced his campaign for the U.S. Senate in
January 2003. After a primary victory in March
2004, Obama delivered the keynote address at
the Democratic National Convention in July
2004. He was elected to the Senate in Novem-
ber 2004 with 70 percent of the vote.

As a member of the Democratic minority
in the 109th Congress, he helped create legis-
lation to control conventional weapons and to
promote greater public accountability in the use
of federal funds. He also made official trips to
Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and Africa.
During the 110th Congress, he helped create
legislation regarding lobbying and electoral
fraud, climate change, nuclear terrorism, and
care for returned U.S. military personnel.
Obama announced his presidential campaign in
February 2007, and was formally nominated at
the 2008 Democratic National Convention with

Delaware senator Joe Biden as his running

mate.
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Early life and Education

Barack Obama was born in Honolulu,
Hawaii, to Barack Hussein Obama, Sr., a Luo
from Kenya, and Ann Dunham, a white Ameri-
can from Wichita, Kansas. His parents met
while attending the University of Hawaii at
Manoa, where his father was a foreign student.
They separated when he was two years old and
later divorced. Obama’s father attended
Harward Universtiy for his
Doctor’s Degree and re-
turned to Kenya and saw
his son only once more be-
fore dying in an automo-
bile accident in 1982.

After her divorce,
Dunham married Lolo
Soetoro, and the family
moved to Soetoro’s home
country of Indonesia in
1967, where Obama at-

tended local schools in

45 BB D Fo b B0
Jakarta until he was ten years old. He then re-
turned to Honolulu to live with his maternal
grandparents while attending Punahou School

from the fifth grade in 1971 until his gradua-

tion from high school in 1979.
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