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Unit 1

Text A In Sleek Cars and “I Love China” T-shirts,
a New People’s Army Pours Out to Help
Victims of the Quake

By Jane Macartney, Sophie Yu Beichuan

Wearing “I love China” T-shirts, they unload the injured from ambulances.
Driving their Hondas and their Audis, they deliver water to the homeless.

The devastating earthquake in China has given birth to a phenomenon unseen
before in the country: a volunteer army.

Thousands upon thousands of Chinese, horrified at the death and devastation
wreaked® by last week’s 7.9 magnitude quake, have raced to do what they can for
the survivors,

The death toll is approaching 32,500 and is expected to hit 50,000 once the
final tally® is collected across this beautiful corner of mountains and steep valleys,
where landslides have cut off dozens of hard-hit communities. Only two people
were pulled out from under the ruins yesterday and one woman had to have her legs
amputated®.

Volunteer health workers from all over the country have become a vital part of

the rescue work, assisting the People’s Liberation Army wherever they can. In the

@ wreak v. cause to happen or to occur as a consequence rE
@ tally n. record iC¥E
® amputate v. remove surgically YIH



town of Beichuan they can be seen, noses covered with masks, spraying disinfec-
tant? over the ruins. Others wait on the edge of town to help exhausted refugees to
trudge® out of this valley of desolation®.

One after another the volunteers repeat a favourite slogan: “If disaster strikes
in one place, then people will come from eight places to help.”

Hu Yaxu, a 24-year-old music student from the Sichuan provincial capital,
Chengdu, is working at the Pengzhou People’s Hospital. A special volunteer badge
is pinned to a T-shirt printed with a map of China and the words “One China!$!”.
Emerging after carrying the injured from the ambulance to the emergency room, he
said: “I saw the disaster on television and I felt terrible. I had to come.”

A team of volunteers from Britain were moved by the same sentiment®, but
they got only as far as Hong Kong. The Chinese Government denied visas to the 10
specialists of International Rescue Corps, arguing that it lacked the resources to
manage their work.

“It is frustrating,” said Willie McMartin, director of the charity. “When you
are handed a sheet of paper from the Chinese Government requesting specialist
equipment and you have it available at no cost to them in Hong Kong, and they
will not let you in—it is just such a pity.”

In a village of wood-ear mushroom farmers, everyone is homeless. A convoy®
of cars, sleek sedans with tinted® windows driven out from the city, draws to a
halt. Well-dressed city dwellers emerge to hand out bottled water and biscuits to
forlorn® peasants who shove and push for the food.

One man in a Pajero said: “This disaster is at our door. We can’t just look
on® and say we feel bad about it. We have to do something real.”

He and his companions, mostly private businessmen, made contact on the in-

@ disinfectant 1. an agent {as heat or radiation or a chemical) that destroys microorganisms that might carry
discase  FiEER

@ trudge v. walk heavily and firmly, as when weary, or through mud  SEHtHE

@  desolation 7. the state of heing decayed or destroyed FEE

@ sentiment n. tender, romantic, or nostalgic feeling or emotion &% , &I

@  convoy n. a procession of land vehicles traveling together #'i%

@ dnted adj. colored lightly  HF1H

@ forlom adj. marked by or showing hopelessness  TIIIAY, B8 &

@ look on  observe with attention 3

2



ternet and decided to do their bit®. The roads towards the epicenter® are clogged®
with such convoys.

Most just set out under their own steam® to offer aid. More and more are co-
ordinating with the Chinese Red Cross to find out which villages are most in need
of aid and what to bring.

On a dusty road in the heart of what was the town of Yunhua, a group of farmers
drove four hours to ladle out steaming rice and bowls of potatoes braised with chicken.
One woman said: “We bought 5001b of rice and spent a day peeling potatoes because we
thought we should do something to bring relief to victims of this disaster. ”

China Mobile has pitched in®. Dial a number, press 1 and you can donate one yuan
(0.07p) for disaster relief. Chinese, traditionally reluctant to give blood because of a be-
lief that it weakens the body, have queued in cities across the oountry to donate.

Today the entire country will mourn the dead. The State Council, or Cabinet,
has declared three days of national mourning and at 2:28p. m. —the exact time the
earthquake struck last Monday— air-raid sirens, horns of vehicles, trains and ships

will wail® in grief and 1. 3 billion people will observe three minutes of silence.

Amid deepening despair, the hordes? of volunteers and soldiers are no longer
preparing to find survivors, only bodies. This will not prevent people from picking
through the rubble to find loved ones whom they can now smell below the crum-
bled® concrete.

An insurance company salesman in desolate and empty Beichuan said: “I know

my colleague is dead under here but I owe it to him to find him.

|A Week of Grief]

Monday, May 12

Sichuan province is hit by a quake measuring 7. 9 on the Richter scale at

do one’s bit  do what one should do (B C {3 HBGE

epicenter 2. the point on the Earth’s surface directly above the focus of an earthquake .
clog v. become or cause to become obstructed 3§ ZE

under one’s own steam  without help from others AN E

pitch in  make contribution, work together 477 , 4 H I8k

wail v. cry weakly or softly 5

960 O 6o

® 9 ¢

horde n. a vast multitude ¥

ctumble . to break into crumbs or small pieces FEBE, MEE, B



2:28p.m. local time. The tremors® rocked buildings as far away as Shanghai,
Bangkok and Hanoi. As many as 900 children are reported buried in a high school
in Dujiangyan, as the initial death toll is put at 8,600.
May 13

Rescuers reach the epicenter of the earthquake in the evening, having strug-
gled against heavy rain and blocked roads.
May 14

Two thousand troops rush to the Zipingpu dam, upriver of Dujiangyan, which
was damaged in the quake and threatens to burst and swamp® the town and its
600,000 residents.
May 15

The Communist Party leadership told officials to “ensure social stability” as the disaster
spawned® rumours of chemical spills, dam bursts and torrid® scenes of collective grief.
May 16

The official death toll rises to 22,069 as the Chinese President, Hu Jintao,
visits the quake-hit area. Lin Deyun, a 50-year-old driver, is pulled alive from rub-
ble 100 hours after the earthquake. -
May 17

An aftershock measuring 6.1 on the Richter scale shakes the area. The death
toll approaches 32,500.
Today

A three-minute memorial silence will be held.

(Abridged from The Times, Monday, May 19,2008)

I . Background

EFR:MIXNRRRRFGR SRNERL
ABE HAER BE BEY
SARBTH, ENEAENERZE 7.8 &, B TH. 2% . EKE 10

tremor n. a small earthquake Z5h

swamp v. fill quickly beyond capacity; as with a liquid 1%
spawn v. to give rise to; engender HEIR; (FT4E

torrid adj. characterized by intense emotion  SRFUAY , FUAY
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(Abridged from http://news. QQ. com/2008 4£ 5 A 12 H AR M)
IV . Reading Comprehension

1. What has the devastating earthquake given birth to according to this article?
A. A phenomenon unseen before in the country.
B. A volunteer army.
C. Unbhealthy babies.
D. Both A and B.
2. How many people were pulled out from under the ruins yesterday?
A. Only one. B. Two. C. Three. D. Four.
3. Which of the following is NOT true about volunteer health workers from all
over the country?
A. They have become a vital part of the rescue work.
B. They assist the People’s Liberation Army wherever they can.
C. They spray disinfectant over the bodies.
D. They help exhausted refugees to trudge out of the valley of desolation.
4. Why did the volunteers from Britain get only as far as Hong Kong?
A. The Chinese Government denied visas to them.
B. They lacked the resources to manage their work.
C. They didn’t have the special equipment requested.
D. All of the above.
5. Which of the following will wail in grief at 2:28 p.m. to mourn the dead?
A. Air-raid sirens. B. Horns of vehicles.
C. Trains and ships. D. All of the above.

V . Discussion Topics

What do you think about the volunteer army?

What did volunteers do?

What is the favorite slogan of the volunteers? What do you think about it?
What was on your mind while mourning the dead on May 19th?

N A W N -

What will you do to help the victims in the earthquake?



