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BIOGRAPHY

Liu Yongxu, born 1937 in a famous artist’s Family. has Lud a sohd
foundation in traditional Chinese painting since childhood under the
euidance of his father—Liu Zigu. She graduated from Shenyang Normil
Institute majoring in fine arts in 1956 and engaged in teaching since then
At present, she is the associate professor with Liaoning Educational
Institute, member of Linoning Artists Association and Traditional Chinese
Painting Society. director of the State Art Teaching Research Society.
judge of the 5th International Children’s Art Work Show:«-She has
exhibited and received awards at home and abroad many times, among
them. Sporting Fish in Lotus Pond shown at National Art Exhibition

(1956) and the World Exposition in Wien (1961) and collected by China

Foreign Culture Committee: Sporting Fish won the excellent-work prize at
Chinese & Japanese Inkwash Painting Show and selected into the same:
named album. Her publications are as follows: Traditional Chinese
Paintings of Liu Yongxu (published by the People’s Fine Arts Publishing
House). The ABCs of Inkwash Painting and Frechand Flower-and-bird
Painting (lectured on CETV). Middle-school Art Book. Handbook for Art

Teachers, Teach Children How to Draw Traditional Chinese Painting. etc

Her biography and artistic ach

can be found in several versions

of Who's Who in Art Circles home or ubroad.

Add: Liaoning Educational Institute. Shenyang. China
Post code: 110032

Tel: 024-2829490 (H)
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Creative Paintings of Elegent and Beautiful Features
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1f you are well-informed in the field of traditional Chinese painling.
you'll be familiar with Liu Yongxu for her works can often be found in
press. shown at home and abroad and awarded. She hersell bas been the
judge of International Children’s Painting Exhibition (held in Japan) and
made a speech there: Several teaching materials for primary and middle
school she compiled are being popularly used: The ABC of Inkwash
Paintings videoed by CETV and Teach Children How to Draw Traditional

Chinese Painting are well-received

For decades, Liu Yongxu has been engaged in drawing and teaching and
made remarkable achievements in hoth ficlds. She has produced lurge
amount of traditional Chinese paintings. Unfortunately. some of them
have been lost during the Cultural Revolution, some were collected
abroad. therefore, many of her representative works can’t be selected into
this album. However only these paintings are enough to reveal her artistic
style.

When appreciating these works. [ was deeply impressed by their
elegance and beautifulness. which is determined. on one hand. by the
woman artist’s distinguished understanding. on the other hand. by
inheriting and developing the style of her father’s who is an outstanding
artist in China—Liu Zigu. As a woman artist, Liv Yongxu has more
advantages to pursue and create beautiful art works with elegant features.
Being & decendant ol a master in art, she enjoyed exceptional advantages
from her father. Mr Liu Zigu's paintings are well-knit in composition, Nne
in brush and ink. generous in technique. He stressed on describing the
subject to the full. All these features can be seen in Liu Yongxu's works

There are two points of view on painting style: one is that style ought to
be formed spontaneously instead of being imposed: the other is that style
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can he formed on the base of unique pursuit to art. In my opinion.
inspiration and foundation are the two main factors for an artist forming
his own style. Only after you have luid a good foundation can your style be
formed spontancously. In fact, we can neither find a master in art without
his own style nor a master with distinguished style lacked necessary
painting techniques,

Liu Yongxu holds the opinion that creative works should be made on
the base of inheriting the tradition. Apart form learning the technigues of
her father’s and other masters™ . she pays more attention to drawing
materials from the nature. She often closes up 1o the nature sketching.

Many of her works are finished

ording to her sketches. such as After a
Passing Heavy Shower. In this freehand Qower-and-bird painting. she has
broken the traditional skills and artistic conception. added richer flavour
of life and expressed her unique experiences to the objective scenery and
her love feelings to life:-+

As many other freehand flower-and-bird painters. Ms Liu is fond of
drawing bamboo and orchid and invents some creative skills. For example.
others like to depict petals with light ink, but she depicts them with colors
 reveal the great vitality of orchid and enrich the color of the
on, she changes 10 mix paints with ink to make her paintings

more harmonious. When drawing hamboos, she stresses on depicting the

various shapes of them under different weather conditions with dark and

light k. She has eeded in combining the technigues of freehand and

meticulous paintings into one and developing the tradition 10 a new height

She often adopts Satsuma red 1o draw bumiboos. which is rarely seen in

modern frechand brushwork paintings, * Now that others could draw

bamboos in bl

k although they are green, why can’t I draw them in red?

Some works in this album as Bamboo and Palm. Orchid:+- are drawn in
a fresh and new style. She ingeniously adopts outlines and azurite in one
picture to strengthen the visual impact. Another feature of Lin Yongxu's

frechand flower-and-bird p:

aintings is that she is good ar depicting mist

For example. in Morning Fog. a few bright morning glories and the leaves
drawn with & bloteh of green form a sharp contrast. from which we can he

aware that she is exploring in a totally new territory worth researchin,

stressing on.
The skills of Ms Liu are more than what [ told ahout. Here is only my

own impression of her works Jeave me. Iam sure that artists and readers

will have more words to say rappreciating them carcefully.
Written by Huang Fusheng

on Oct. 1, 1996 in Shenyung
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