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The United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland’

messessssssssssess Chapter One Geography A RS

Section 1 Position, Name and Areas

To the northwest of mainland Europe are the British Isles CRFEi#E S ). Great Britain
(KA ) and Ireland (FJR225) are the two main islands of the British Isles. In the
British Isles there are two states. One is the Republic of Ireland (ZE/R22ILFNE), which is
an independent country. The other state has authority over the rest of the British Isles (the
whole of Great Britain, Northern Ireland and most of the smaller islands).

The full and official name of this country is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. But due to the geographical features people often use different names to
refer to this country, such as Britain, Great Britain or informally England. It is usually
shortened to the United Kingdom or UK.

The island of Great Britain accounts for more than 90% of the country’s landmass. It is
geographically and historically divided into three parts: England, Scotland and Wales. The
island of Ireland is divided into two parts: Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.
Northern Ireland is a part of the United Kingdom, while the Republic of Ireland is self-gov-
erning.

The UK has a total land area of 244,100km?, which accounts for less than 2% of the
land area of the world. Britain is just under 500km across in the widest part and under 1,000
km in a straight line from the south coast to the extreme north of Scotland. Its coast line
runs about ten thousand km, making it one of the countries with a long coastline in the
world.

England is the largest and most developed division of Britain. It is located in the south
of the island. It has an area of over 130,000km?® and covers nearly 60% of the whole island.

London is the capital of both England and the United Kingdom. It is located in south-
east England. In the north of the island is Scotland with an area of 78,789km?*. Edinburgh
(Z TH#) is its capital. Scotland is the second largest of the four parts of the UK, both in
population and area. Scotland has the majority of Britain’s highest mountains and also many

lakes and it is famous for its beautiful countryside. Tourists from all over the world come to

® The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: KAF|8i LIt ZE/R2BEES FEH, HERE., K2,
BR A Bt Fe R 22 B 43 4 AR .



enjoy the beauty of Scottish scenery.

Wales lies to the west of England. The capital of Wales is Cardiff (il 5). Wales has
an area of about 20, 750 square kilometers. Wales has been dominated by England longer
than the other parts of the union. However, it retains a powerful sense of its difference from
Welsh (/K + %) which is spoken by about 20% of

the population, much more than those who speak Gaelic (#%/Ki&) in Scotland and Ireland.

England. Wales has its own language

Northern Ireland is the smallest of the four regions, both in population and in area. It
covers an area of 14,144 km*. The capital of this region is Belfast (Il /R¥H74%) . Northern

Ireland, although small, is quite significant partly because of the political troubles there.

Section 2 Major Cities

London, the capital of both England and the United Kingdom, is situated on the
Thames River near its mouth. London is the political, industrial, cultural and financial cen-
ter of the country and also it is one of the three largest ports in the world. London has many
famous buildings and places, such as Westminster Abbey (ERF#H45#3%) and St. Paul’
s Cathedral (ZfR% K# %). The former is a traditional place where English kings and
queens are crowned and great men and women are buried.

The Tower Bridge of London over the River Thames has been one of the symbols of the
city. The University of London, the British Museum, the National Gallery, the Covent
Garden (F3C457EM) are the cultural institutions.

Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, is famous for the University of Edinburgh, one of
the largest universities in Britain. The city is very beautiful and its architecture is renowned
the world over.

Cardiff has been the capital city of Wales since 1955. The city has undergone an enor-
mous amount of urban regeneration (E#) and restoration and it has now become one of the
most fashionable cities in Britain. With modern shopping centers, world-class restaurants
and hotels, thousands of visitors from home and abroad each year are attracted to Cardiff.

Belfast, as the capital of Northern Ireland, is an important, historic city. It is full of
spectacular landmarks and monuments. In recent years this city has undergone a remarkable

transformation. Many areas have been redeveloped.

Section 3 Climate and Environment

The climate of Britain is generally mild and temperate. It is not too cold in winter and
not too hot in summer. The annual temperature is about 10°C, varying from around 5°C in
the coldest month to 17°C in the warmest month on the average.

It has a plentiful rainfall throughout the year. The precipitation (J&Fi&) is more than
1,600 mm in the north and west but less than 800 mm over central and eastern parts. Rain
can occur at any time but on average, March to June are the driest months and September to
January are the wettest.

During May, June and July the average daily duration of sunshine varies from five hours
in the north to eight hours in the south. November, December and January are the shortest
daylight months. The average drops of sunshine is to one hour a day in the north and two
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hours in the south.

Although Britain has a high density of population, there are huge amounts of quiet and
unspoilt countryside. Traveling across Britain, visitors are struck by how green the country-
side is all year round. The landscape in Britain is varied from the flatlands around the south
and east to the hills and mountains of Scotland and Wales.

Since the days of the industrial revolution, awareness of the importance of a clean and
ecologically stable environment has grown. The oft-quoted “smog” of London is a thing of
past. Problems and debates still remain with pollution, but there are a large number of envi-

ronmental groups ready to publicize such things and campaign for change.
Questions for Discussion

1. What is the full name of the UK?
2. Give a statement of the geographical position of Great Britain.
3. What is the weather like in Britain?

4. Can you say something about the major cities in Britain?

A EE A s

= Chapter Two People ==

Section 1 The People of Britain Today

British people live in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland. So British people
can either be English, Scottish, Welsh or Irish.

The total population of the United Kingdom is over 60 million according to the statistics
in 2005. Almost a quarter of the population lives in England’s prosperous and fertile south-
east, with over seven million in the capital. The rest are distributed in Scotland (over 5 mil-
lion), Wales (around 3 million) and Northern Ireland (close to 1.7 million), etc.

This is a very large population for such a small area. The population density is one of
the highest in the world.

The majority of the population are the descendants (J§% ) of Anglo-Saxons®, a Ger-
manic people (HH-2 A) from Europe who went to England between the 5th and 7th centu-
ries. These people settled in England and drove the native Celtic people (Fl/R4%F A) to the
mountainous areas of Wales and Scotland.

Most people in Wales and Scotland are descendants of the Celtic people who were the
earliest known inhabitants of Britain. The Irish people were also of Celtic origin.

89. 4% of Britain’s population lives in urban areas and 10. 6% lives in the rural areas.
Since the nineteenth century there has been a trend, especially in London, for people to
move away from the crowded city centers into the suburbs.

Many old people when they retire move to the towns on the south coast of England.

©® Anglo-Saxons: HmEE-MWEHA, BHEERK, AEHEKE AN (the Angles), #7a# A (the Saxons). 445 A
(the Jutes) %,



Section 2 A Mixed Race Society

“We celebrate the diversity in our country, get strength from the cultures and races that
go to make up Britain today. ”

—Tony Blair®

People from all cultures and ethnicities can be found in every corner of Britain. Each
person in his or her own way has contributed to make Britain the place it is today.

If you walk down a street in Britain, especially in the bigger cities, you will see people
with different hair, skin and eye colours. They may have white, brown or black skin and
blonde (HRk4: % & N) or green eyes, because the people of Britain are a mixed race.

Britain is and has always been a mixed race society. Early in its history it was invaded
by Romans, Saxons, Vikings® and Normans armies and later Africans were brought to Brit-
ain by force in the 17th and 18th centuries as slaves or servants.

Over the years, thousands of people have arrived in Britain as refugees (Y[ ) from
France, Ireland, Russia and other countries, escaping from the persecution (38 %) or
famine (4Jl3%) in their own countries.

There are British people whose parents first came to Britain in the 1950s and 1960s from
the Caribbean (hn#h ¥ ), India, Pakistan, Hong Kong and other places. Their homes
are mainly in the big English cities like London, Birmingham and Manchester (& #]#4§).
About 8% of the population of Britain today are people from other cultures and ethnicities.
According to a BBC Report in September 2005, immigration made up more than half of Brit-
ain’s population growth from 1991 to 2001.

People from minority ethnic groups were likely to live in England than in the rest of the
UK. They made up 9% of the population of England.

Different people moving to Britain have brought their own cultures and try to keep two
cultures alive. An excellent example of this is the Notting Hill Carnival® which celebrates

the Caribbean Culture and is now a very big part of the British life today.

Section 3 Class Structure

The “class structure” of Britain is often cited in negative terms. The conservative Prime
Minister John Major, in early 1990s, once gave a speech in which he looked forward to
building “a classless society” . Although it is impossible to accurately define “class” in such
a way as to be able to neatly categorize individuals. There is no doubt that people do have a
feeling of which class they belong to. Up to 1985 the percentage of those who feel they be-
long to the middle class increases and the percentage of those with a sense of being working
class decreases. The “upper class” is thought to be fairly constant at around 2 %.

One way to classify people is by the job they do and this is used by government in its

® Tony Blair: $EJE » fidE/R, 1997~2007 {EHE E 4.

@ Vikings: HrBtHIMNET AN (BFRERAE A . 78 8~10 Hh4, X4 A% 7ELERA P RS 248 3, o A b R s
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surveys.

Below is the official classification based upon the job a person does:

A—Professional, e.g. accountant, doctor, dentist or solicitor.

B—Managerial & technical, e.g. manager, teacher, librarian, nurse, farmer.

Cl—Clerical & supervisory (non-manual), e.g. shop assistant, police officer, bank
clerk.

C2—Skilled manual. e. g. electrician, bus driver, cook.

D—Semi-skilled manual. e. g. post worker, telephone operator.

E—Unskilled manual, e. g. labourer, cleaner.

It is certain that class awareness still exists. It is difficult to exactly convey how class is
identified, statistical information about jobs people do and their income levels is one meth-
od. Whilst economic criteria CH| B3 Y M {EH K Fr#E) are one important aspect in determi-
ning class. It seems that differences in taste and behaviour are as significant for people in de-

ciding whether they and others belong to a particular class.

Section 4 Religions

(1) The Christian

Britain is a Christian country Religion its first Christian Church was established at Can-
terbury in 597. Most people believe in God and the Bible. Over half of the citizens embrace
Christian religion, either Protestantism (& #{) or Catholicism (K FEHD).

The Ten Commandments (FZZH 1) are found in the Bible and are central to the
Christian faith. They are believed to be the word of God and to have been handed down to
his people though the prophet Moses (5GHIEEPG). They set out a basic ethical system of
moral and social behaviour, governing the standards of family relations, regard for human
life, sex, property, speech and thought. They are summarized from the Bible as follows:

@D I am the Lord your God.

@ Thou shalt not worship any other God but me. (thou shalt not=you will not)

® Thou shalt not take the name of thy God in vain (R, ASEHD.

@ Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day® (=the day of rest, i.e. Sunday).

® Love thy father and thy mother. (thy=your)

® Do not commit murder.

@ Do not commit adultery.

Do not steal.

©® Do not accuse others falsely.

@ Do not desire another man’s property or anything that he owns.

The Christian faith still maintains the first four commandments which insist upon belief
in only one God.

Commandments 5-10 are still the basic moral principles accepted by most British people

and many of the laws of the land can be seen to have been derived from them.

© Sabbath [sede0] day: #HEH. MAHEREY N, HEELEYH.



