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essage

Mom, I came when you were out.

I knew the key was still placed in the
interstice

Between the wall and the mailbox.

I examined the floor under the
wardrobe and found the secret

you took out and hid back every night,
A nanmu case. | meant to take away
the bank deposit book ,

But soon I recognized the cloth

That wrapped your treasure had once
swaddled me.

Washed and ironed so neat, it’s still
fresh after so many years.

Mom, I thought you were nothing but
a stubborn, cold vixen.

I leave this message, just to let you
know I came

But moved nothing. And I, yes I, am
still swaddled in the cloth.

7] 17 S
@ wardrobe [wo:draub] n. K4E , & #f

® nanmu [nzenmu:] n. # K

® swaddle [swod(a)l] vi. X 4, F # % &
@ stubborn [staban] adj. 7 B & , B $ &
® vixen [viks(a)n] n. % 9] th & A
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When you are old and grey and full of sleep,
And nodding by the fire ,take down this book
And slowly read,and dream of the soft look

Your eyes had once,and of their shadows deep;
How many loved your moments of glad grace,

And loved your beauty with love false or true,

But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,
And loved the sorrows of your changing face;
And bending down beside the glowing bars,
Murmur, a little sadly, how love fled

And paced upon the mountains overhead

And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.

Bed in Summer

In winter I get up at night
And dress by yellow candle-light.
In summer, quite the other way,

I have to go to bed by day.

I have to go to bed and see

The birds still hopping on the tree,
Or hear the grown-up people’s feet
Still going past me in the street.

And does it seem hard to you,
When all the sky is clear and blue,
And I should like so much to play,
To have to go to bed by day?
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Three

strong, have governed my life: the longing for love,

passions, simple but overwhelmingly
the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the
suffering of mankind. These passions, like great
winds, have blown me hither and thither, in a way-
ward course, over a deep ocean of anguish, reaching
to the very verge of despair.

I have sought love, first, because it brings ec-
stasy—ecstasy so great that 1 would often have
sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this
joy. I have sought it, next, because it relieves
loneliness—that terrible loneliness in which one
shivering consciousness looks over the rim of the
world into the cold unfathomable lifeless abyss. 1
have sought it, finally, because in the union of love I
have seen, in a mystic miniature, the prefiguring
vision of the heaven that saints and poets have
imagined. This is what I sought,and though it might
seem too good for human life, this is what—at last—I
have found.

With equal passion I have sought knowledge. I
have wished to understand the hearts of men. I have
wished to know why the stars shine. And I have tried
to apprehend the Pythagorean power by which num-

ber holds sway above the flux. A little of this, but not

much, I have achieved.
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Love and knowledge, so far as they were 7 B T8y JLF B & % o 7 BBy B8, M R
possible, led upward the heavens. But always pity - fk B ¥ 2 09304k A H Fo g & ix 4k 4
brought me back to earth. Echoes of cries of pain & xf A 3 57 iZ 3t 89 4 7 B %) 5 ) &8 2 6L K
reverberate in my heart. Children in famine, victims 2 f % T H M A 2|, T2 & b & 2 %,
tortured by oppressors, helpless old people a hated XHERNY — 4 RXBX— 4 RER
burden to their sons, and the whole of loneliness, &, WRTHE B LK — K&, K KA
poverty, and pain make a mockery of what human = /& — % _

life should be. I long to alleviate the evil, and I too KA(FRIRAL)
suffer.
This has been my life. 1 have found it worth jR] 15 R X

. @ overwhelmingly [auva'welmipli] adv. |
JE Bl MM, T A
(From Russell” s Views on Life) © hither and thither [hi6o zend 0109]
— 6] 3X 3 1 AP ik
& ® ecstasy [ekstosi] n. A
§ @ abyss [o'bis] n. & |
@ miniature [miniatfa(n]n. % E, £%
@ prefigure [pri:'figa(3)pri:figjer]v. F =
@ Pythagorean [pa18zega'ri:an] adj.
e ok B 7 Y
@ reverberate [r1'va:barert] v. K"
© mockery [mokari] n. % %

living, and would gladly live it again if the chance

were offered me.

His hands were rough and exceedingly strong. RKEWRXFHENEEH S MBI RE
He could gently prune a fruit tree or firmly ease a B kB M G LA MTFHD F T B
stubborn horse into a harness. What I remember most = 7 i /- #4442 % % oy b 7 % DL 5 0F B
is the special warmth from those hands as he would 2 Yl Z Ky B 5 FE LA T %%
take me by the shoulder and point out the glittering & s 7 iF /X % % i i % F 4 % & B, A A0 75
swoop of a blue hawk, or a rabbit asleep in its lair. X 5 £ 3 ty 75 Fb 45 7k 64 35 B2 _ fib By X W IR 52
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They were good hands that served him well and failed
him in only one thing. They never learned to write.

My father was illiterate. The number of illiterates
in our country has steadily declined, but if there were
only one I would be saddened, remembering my father
and the pain he endured because his hands never
learned to write. He started school in the first grade,
where the remedy for a wrong answer was ten ruler
strokes across a stretched palm. For some reason,
shapes, figures and letters just did not fall into the
right pattern inside his six-year-old mind. His father
took him out of school after several months and set
him to a man’s job on the farm.

Years later, his wife, with
her fourth-grade education, would
try to teach him to read. And still
later I would grasp his big fist be-
tween my small hands and awk-
wardly help him to trace the letters
of his name. He submitted to the
ordeal for a short time, but soon
grew restless and would declare
that he had had enough.

One night, when he thought no
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one saw, he slipped away with my second grade reader FAHRAE T HE HHBEHHEE L HH

and labored over the words until they became too diffi-
cult. He pressed his forehead into the pages and wept.
Thereafter, no amount of persuading could bring him to
sit with pen and paper. He did still like to listen to my
mother, and then to me, read to him. He especially en-
joyed listening to us read to him from the Bible.

My father was forced to let the bank take pos-
session of most of the acreage of his farmland one
year when a crop failure meant he couldn’t make the
mortgage payment. He was able to keep one acre of

the farmland where the small farm house was located.
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From the farm to road building and later to fac-
tory work, his hands served him well. His mind was
keen, and his will to work was unsurpassed. His en-
thusiasm and efficiency brought an offer to become a
line boss—until he was handed the qualification test.

Years later, when Mother died, I tried to get
him to come and live with my family, but he insisted
on staying in the small house with the garden plot and
a few farm animals close by. His health began to fail,
and he was in and out of the hospital with two mild
heart attacks. Old Doc Green saw him weekly and
gave him medication, including nitroglycerin tablets
to put under his tongue should he feel an attack com-
ing on.

My last fond memory of Dad was watching as he
walked across the brow of a hillside meadow with
those big warm hands resting on the shoulders of my
two children. He stopped to point out a pond where
he and I had fished years before. The night, my fami-
ly and I flew back to our own home. Three weeks lat-
er Dad was dead because of a heart attack.

I returned to my father’s home for the funeral.

Doc Green told me how sorry he was. In fact, he was
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