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If you intend using humor in your talk to make people smile, you must know how to

identify shared experiences and problems. Your humor must be relevant to the audience and
should help to show them that you are one of them or that you understand their situation and
are in sympathy with their point of view. Depending on whom you are addressing, the
problems will be different. If you are talking to a group of managers, you may refer to the
disorganized methods of their secretaries; alternatively if you are addressing secretaries, you
may want to comment on their disorganized bosses.

Here is an example, which I heard at a nurses’ convention, of a story which works well
because the audience all shared the same view of doctors. A man arrives in heaven and is
being shown around by St. Peter. He sees wonderful accommodations, beautiful gardens,
sunny weather, and so on. Everyone is very peaceful, polite and friendly until, waiting in a
line for lunch, the new arrival is suddenly pushed aside by a man in a white coat, which
rushes to the head of the line, grabs his food and stomps over to a table by himself. “Who is
that?” the new arrival asked St. Peter. “Oh, that’s God,” came the reply, “but sometimes
he thinks he’s a doctor: ”

If you are part of the group which you are addressing, you will be in a position know the
experiences and problems which are common to all of you and it’1l be appropriate for you to
make a passing remark about the inedible canteen food or the chairman’s notorious bad taste
in ties. With other audiences you mustn’t attempt to cut in with humor as they will resent an
outsider making disparaging remarks about their canteen or their chairman. You will be on
safer ground if you stick to scapegoats like the Post Office or the telephone system.

If you feel awkward being humorous, you must practice so that it becomes more
natural. Include a few casual and apparently off-the-cuff remarks which you can deliver in a
relaxed and unforced manner. Often it’s the delivery which causes the audience to smile, so
speak slowly and remember that a raised eyebrow or an unbelieving look may help to show
that you are making a light-hearted remark.

Look for the humor. It often comes from the unexpected, a twist on a familiar quote “If
at first you don’ t succeed, give up” or a play on words or on a situation. Search for

exaggeration and understatements. Look at your talk and pick out a few words or sentences
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that you can turn and inject with humor.

—

T

o make your humor work, you should

A. take advantage of different kinds of audience

B
C.
DF

make fun of the disorganized people
address different problems to different people

show sympathy for your listeners

The joke about doctors implies that, in the eyes of nurses, they are

A. impolite to new arrivals

B.
C.

very conscious of their godlike role

entitled to some privileges

D. very busy even during lunch hours

It

can be inferred from the text that public services

A. have benefited many people

B. are the focus of public

G

. are an inappropriate subject for humor

D. have often been the laughing stock

To achieve the desired result, humorous stories should be delivered

A. in well-worded language B. as awkwardly as possible

C. in exaggerated statements D. as casually as possible

The best title for the text maybe

A. Use Humor Effectively B. Various Kinds of Humor

C. Add Humor to Speech D. Different Humor Strategies
(€333 |

. C X FEH$23]“Depending on whom you are addressing, the problems will be different. ” A i “ | Ff A [
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Is language, like food, a basic human need without which a child a critical period of life
can be starved and damaged? Judging from the drastic experiment of Frederick [ in the 13th
century, it may be. Hoping to discover what language a child would speak if he heard no
mother tongue, he told the nurses to keep silent.

All the infants died before the first year. But clearly there was more than lack of
language here. What was missing was good mothering. Without good mothering, in the first
year of life especially, the capacity to survive is seriously affected.

Today no such severe lack exists as that ordered by Frederick. Nevertheless, some
children are still backward in speaking. Most often the reason for this is that the mother is
insensitive to the signals of the infant, whose brain is programmed to learn language rapidly.
If these sensitive periods are neglected, the ideal time for acquiring skills passes and they
might never be learned so easily again. A bird learns to sing and to fly at the right time, but
the process is slow and hard once the critical stage has passed.

Experts suggest that speech stages are reached in a fixed sequence and at a constant age,
but there are cases where speech has started late in a child who eventually turns out to be of

high 1Q. At twelve weeks a baby smiles and makes vowel-like sounds;«at twelve months he
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can speak simple words and understand simple commands; at eighteen months he has a
vocabulary of three to five words. At three he knows about 1,000 words which he can put
into sentence, and at four his language differs from that of his parents in style rather than
grammar,

Recent evidence suggests that an infant is born with the capacity to speak. What is
special about man’s brain, compared with that of the monkey, is the complex system which
enables a child to connect the sight and feel of, say, a toy-bear with the sound pattern “toy-
bear”. And even more incredible is the young brain’s ability to pick out an order in language
from the mixture of sound him, to analyze, to combine and recombine the parts of a language
in new ways.

But speech has to be induced, and this depends on interaction between the mother and
the child, where the mother recognizes the signals in the child’ s babbling (M mF2£i5),
grasping and smiling, and responds to them. Insensitivity of the mother to these signals
dulls the interaction because the child gets discouraged and sends out only the obvious
signals. Sensitivity to the child” s non-verbal signals is essential to the growth and

development of language.

1. The purpose of Frederick | ’s experiment was
A. to prove that children are born with the ability to speak
B. to discover what language a child would speak without hearing any human speech
C. to find out what role careful nursing would play in teaching a child to speak
D. to prove that a child could be damaged without learning a language
2. The reason some children are backward in speaking is most probably that
A. they are incapable of learning language rapidly
B. they are exposed to too much language at once
C. their mothers respond inadequately to their attempts to speak
D. their mother are not intelligent enough to help them
3. What is exceptionally remarkable about a child is that
A. he is born with the capacity to speak
B. he has a brain more complex than an animal’s
C. he can produce his own sentences
D. he owes his speech ability to good nursing
4. Which of the following can NOT be inferred from the passage?
A. The faculty of speech is inborn in man.
B. Encouragement is anything but essential to a child in language learning.
C. The child’s brain is highly selective.
D. Most children learn their language in definite stages.
5. If a child starts to speak later than others, he will in future.
A. have a high IQ B. be less intelligent
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C. be insensitive to verbal signal D. not necessarily be backward

(& =M@

1. B Frederick 523 1 B #9/2“Hoping to discover what language a child would speak if he heard no mother
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2. C %5 =PB:#5 i “Most often the reason for this is that the mother is insensitive to the signals of the infant,
whose brain is programmed to learn language rapidly. ” 7 LA C TR IE# . A T “fb 1A REAR PR i 2% >
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3. C %5 H B84 “And even more incredible is the young brain’s ability to pick out an order in language from
the mixture of sound him, to analyze, to combine and recombine the parts of a language in new ways. ”
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4. B ATENANWRIBEEDEMAEZ”, XA AHE LB, .. an infant is born with the capacity to speak. ”
CHiERNILERRKMEARBAEREMNE”, XS BN .. the young brain’s ability to pick out
an order in language from the mixture of sound him. ” D & K “ K# L EZE —EHW M EIBIET”,

XA B “. .. speech stages are reached in a fixed sequence and at a constant age. ” ffij B 7 & #
3|, %k B I,
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Could the bad old days of economic decline be about to return? Since OPEC agreed to
supply-cut in march, the price of crude oil has jumped to almost $ 26 a barrel,up from than
$ 10 last December. This near tripling of oil prices calls up scary memories of the 1973 oil
shock, when prices quadrupled, and 1979 — 80, when they also almost tripled. Both previous
shocks resulted in double-digit inflation and global economic decline. So where are the
headlines warning of gloom and doom this time?

The oil price was given another push up this week when Iraq suspended oil exports.
Strengthening economic growth, at the same time as winter grips the northern hemisphere
could push the price higher still in the short term.

. Yet there are good reasons to expect the economic consequences now to be less severe
than in the 1970s. In most countries the cost of crude oil now accounts for a smaller share of
the price of petrol than it did in the 1970s. In Europe, taxes account for up to four-fifths of
the retail price, so even quite big changes in the price of crude have a more muted effect on
pump prices than in the past.

Rich economic are also less dependent on oil than they were, and so less sensitive to
swings in the oil price. Energy conservation, shifts to other fuels and a decline in the
importance of heavy, energy intensive industries have reduced oil consumption. Software,
consultancy and mobile telephones use far less oil than steel or car production. For each
dollar of GDP (in constant prices) rich economies now use nearly 50% less oil than in 1973.
The OECD estimates in its latest Economic Qutlook that, if oil prices averaged $ 22 a barrel
for a full year, compared with $13 in 1998, this would increase ‘the oil import bill in rich
economies by only 0. 25%-0.5% of GDP. That is less than one-quarter of the income loss in
1974 or 1980. On the other hand, oil-importing economic — to which heavy industry has
shifted — have become more energy-intensive, and so could be more seriously squeezed.

One more reason not to lose sleep over the rise in oil prices is that, unlike the rises in
the 1970s, it has not occurred against the background of general commodity-price inflation
and global excess demand. A sizable portion of the world is only just emerging from
economic decline. The Economist’s commodity price index is broadly unchanging from a year

ago. In 1973 commodity prices jumped by 70%, and in 1979 by almost 30%.

.6.
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. The main reason for the latest rise of oil price is

A. global inflation B. reduction in supply

C. fast growth in economic D. Iraq’s suspension of exports
It can be inferred from the text that the retail price of petrol will go up dramatically
if

A. price of crude rises B. commodity prices rise

C. consumption rises D. oil taxes rise

. The estimates in Economic Outlook show that in rich countries

A. heavy industry becomes more energy-intensive

B. income loss mainly results from fluctuating crude oil prices

C. manufacturing industry has been seriously squeezed

D. oil price changes have no significant impact on GDP

. We can draw a conclusion from the text that

A. oil-price shocks are less shocking now

B. inflating seems irrelevant to oil-price shocks

C. energy conservation can keep down the oil prices

D. the price rise of crude leads to the shrinking of heavy industry

. From the text we can see that the writer seems

A. optimistic B. sensitive C. gloomy D. scared
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The Supreme Court’ s decisions on physician-assisted suicide carry important
implications for how medicine seeks to relieve dying patients of pain and suffering.

Although it rules that there is no constitutional right to physician-assisted suicide, the
Count in effect supported the medical principle of “double effect”, a centuries moral principle
holding that an action having two effects — a good one that is intended and a harmful one
that is foreseen — is permissible if the actor intends only the good effect.

Doctor have used that principle in recent years to justify using high doses of morphine to
control terminally ill patients” pain, even though increasing dosages will eventually kill the
patient.

Nancy Dubler, director of Montefiore Center, contends that the principle will shield
doctors who “until now have very, very strongly insisted that they could not give patients
sufficient mediation control their pain if that might hasten death. ”

George Annas, chair of the health law department at Boston University, maintain that,
as long as a doctor prescribes a drug for a legitimate medical purpose, the doctor has done
nothing illegal even if the patient uses the drug to hasten death. “It’s like surgery,” he says.
“We don’ t call those deaths homicides because the doctors didn’ t intend to kill their
patients, although they risked their death. If you’re a physician, you can risk your patient’s
suicide as long as you don’t intend their suicide. ”

On another level, many in the medical community acknowledge that the assisted-suicide
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