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formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? ... Sir, we
are not weak, if we make a proper use of means which the God of
nature hath placed in our power. Three million of people, armed in
the holy cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which we
possess, are invincible by any force which our enemy can send a-
gainst us...
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HEMR REATED, TROHA, MEAAEH.
P30 :

Only when the world has Bole, can there be fine steeds. There
are always fine steeds that can cover a thousand li a day but the

world does not frequently produce a Bole.
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BHUE HIFEC:

Only when the world has Bole, who knows horses, can there be

fine steeds. There are always fine steeds that can cover a thousand li

a day but the world does not frequently produce a Bole. (Lv 231)
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Othello—Tragedy of Humanity and
Social Development

BRAWEL

Abstract The thesis is an endeavor to probe the cause of Othello’s tragedy and
to reveal its realistic significance. The tragedy is caused by three important fac—
tors: the defects in Othello’s personality, the conflict between devil and angel in
humanity, and the struggle between new and old culture. In fact, the tragic fate of
Othello and Desdemona is the necessary result of the struggle between the new
culture and the old culture, and is the necessary, miserable and serious expense
that mankind should pay during the process of social development. The sympathy
and horror left by this tragedy in our mind warns modern people to keep alert at
any moment. We should do our utmost to overcome the weaknesses in ourselves,
never allowing the evil part to get the upperrhand over the angel part of humanity.
Furthermore, we should fight against any evil or reactionary force around us, so
that humanity can sublime and civilization can advance.

Key words Othello; Defects in Personality; Humanity; Social Development

— .Introduction: The Background of the Tragedy

Othello, one of the four famous tragedies by William Shake—
speare, was written in 1604 when the English Renaissance flourished.
At that time, England was experiencing a transitional pertod from old
culture to new culture, i.e., from medieval time to modern time. With

the relative tolerant policy adopted by the monarch headed by Queen
Elizabeth and the enclosure movement, a new class called bour—

geoisie came into being and enjoyed its initial development, repre—



senting the progressive force in social development. However, the
conflict between the newly born class and the feudal class was inher—
ent and unavoidable, so it was doomed that the old class would fight
fiercely to destroy the new class and there must be sacrifice with
blood for the new force to grow. Meanwhile, this period also wit—
nessed the rising of humanism, which is the essence and ideal of Re—
naissance. People began to take great interest in the welfare of hu-
man beings instead of praising God, because they thought it was a-
gainst human nature to sacrifice the happiness of this life for an after
life. In their mind, man should be given full freedom to enrich their
intellectual and emotional life.

As an outstanding humanist, Shakespeare expressed the humane
ideas of his age in his plays. His humanism underwent changes in his
whole life. In the early stage, he held an optimistic view toward hu—
man nature, so he glorified man and praised the nobility of human
nature and the power of love. But as time went by, Shakespeare’s
thoughts and artistic skills became mature and profound. He began to
feel depressed at the ugliness and evils of human nature, and he saw
the insurmountable gap between his ideal and the reality, so he en—
tered the third period of his writing career, "a period of gloom and
depression" (Luo 89), during which he produced a group of splendid
tragic works including Othello. In his tragedies, he explored the con-
flict between man and society, between man and man, between the
inner world and the exterior world of man. Fortunately, he regained

his belief in human nature at the end of his career.
—.The Cause of the Tragedy

Since its birth, Othello has attracted universal attention, and

many scholars have tried to discover the magical power of this
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tragedy. Critics, both western and domestic, have expressed their u-
nique viewpoints about it, affirmative represented by Gilden or nega—
tive headed by Ryme, around such aspects as the characters, plot,
theme, achievements and so on. (Wells) But in order to reveal the re-
al value of the tragedy to the modern people, experts have focused on
the study of the tragic significance by disclosing the cause of the
tragedy. Still, different scholars take different standings. For instance,
Sun Jiaxiu consents to the theory of hatred and cruelty because of en—
vy (156); while Bian Zhilin agrees to the theory of crime for crime,
that is, lago’s evil lacks motive and his basic motive is only his radi—
cal feeling that he cannot endure Othello and Desdemona and their
development of relationship (179). In general, for the cause of the
tragedy, most people accept the ideas of jealousy, credulousness,
simplicity and sense of honor. However, the author of this thesis
thinks the cause of the tragedy does not only come from the defects
in the personality of the hero, but also from the conflict between the
evil and angel part of humanity, from the conflict between old and
new culture. .

1.The Defects in the Personality of the Hero

As the hero of the tragedy, Othello is brave, honest, frank and
passionate. Although he is a Moor of different race, he has won re-
spect, social status and most important love from a lady of the upper
class in a white world due to his great contributions to the country.
But the hero is also a common person, so he has his shortcomings in
personality, which lead to the tragic ending to some extent.

Jealousy is the first obvious defect in Othello’s personality.
When Iago suggested him the possible intimate relationship between
his wife and Cassio, he became to envy his assistant General. It was

this envy that spoiled Othello’s deep trust in his wife gradually; and
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it was this envy that made him believe in whatever lago said and
brought him to see, including the handkerchief incident. In fact, the
jealousy between male and female has a universal existence, and like
average human beings, the hero suffered from it. According to Mark
W. Scott, jealousy in Othello’s personality mainly accounts for the
tragedy of the couple (365).

Othello is credulous and simple—minded. He fell into complete
belief in lago after his only test of Iago’s loyalty to him at his mar-
riage. Then, he always tended to take Iago’s words as truth without
much proof. This credulousness and simplicity may originate from his
self—confidence. In front of so many victories and successes, he fully
enjoyed respect and self-trust as a man, but this self—confidence de—
veloped too much to become arrogance (Liu Zhongyang,51). He only
believed his own eyes, and never listened to others’ allegation. Even
when poor Desdemona wanted to plead for herself before death, he
did not give her any chance. On the contrary, he completely accepted
Iago’s opinions without doubt, because lago often pleased him. He
did not try his best to investigate and analyze the truth just due to
his excessive self —confidence. Just imagine, if Othello kept clear—
headed and made full investigation, would this tragedy happen?

Othello cares too much about the sense of honor, which reflects
the hypocrisy of the bourgeoisie. By going through a lot of hardships,
Othello became a hero of the Venetian society, and his sense of hon-
or was invoked, so he would do everything to protect his honor and
dignity. When he made sure his wife had betrayed him, he killed his
beloved Desdemona on their marriage bed to defend his honor and
“safeguard his social identity as a black hero in a white world”
{Shangguan, 181).

That the defects in Othello’s personality contribute to the tragic
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