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Brief Introduction

The Grand Courtyard of the Qiaos, another name “Zaizhongtang”,
is the former residence of Qiao Zhiyong who was a famous busi—
nessman and capitalist in the country during Qing Dynasty. It is
located at Qiaojiabu Village which is 12 kilometers northeast from
the township of Qi County and 54 kilometers away from the capital
city Taiyuan of Shanxi Province. It is one major scenic spot of a
three—day—tour together with the Courtyard of the Qus, ancient
business street, Changyuchuan, Armed Escort Service Bureau for the
businessmen from Shanxi, the museum of abacus, Yulou Furniture
Museum, Chinese Zhouyi Palace, Yanshou Palace, Jiugou Scenery
Zone and the Memorial Hall of Luo Guanzhong.

Located at the central area of the province of Shanxi, at the
south end of Taiyuan basin and the east bank of Fen River, Qi
County covers an area of 854 square kilometers with a long history.
The terrain of it slopes from southeast to northwest gently and it is
located in a beautiful surroundings and good scenery.

Qi County is a famous city of history and culture of China.
There are so many famous people coming from this place in the
history. “To recommend who are talent persons from outside of the
family even those are personal enemies, and to recommend who are
talent persons but from the family to engage in a suitable post” is a
quotation of Qi Huangyang and it is regarded as a good example until
now as a principle in treating the governmental affairs without
considering personal friends or enemies. Wang Yun in Easten Dynasty,
Wen Qiao in Jin Dynasty, Wen Daya, Wang Gui ,Wang Wei, Wen
Tingjun in Tang Dynasty, Wang Fu in Song Dynasty, Luo Guanzhong
in the end‘df Yuan Dynasty and the early Ming Dynasty, Dai Tingshi

and Qu ‘Bénqiao in Qing Dynasty, they are all famous people from Qi




County and they had played an important role and made great efforts
for the progress and development of the society and culture in the
history of China. Qi County is also famous for its background in
literature. There are about 115,000 books including 50,000 ancient
books and 30,000 rare edition books in the library of Qi County. The
scale of total amount and the importance of the editions rank top
among the libraries at the county level in the country. There are more
than 4600 pieces of historical relics among which are more than
1000 pieces of ancient paintings and calligraphies in the Bureau of
the Administration for the historical relics in Qi County. Including in
these rare pieces are also the true originals of Guan Daosheng in
Southern Song Dynasty, Tang Yin, Qiu Ying, Lan Ying, Dong Qichang
in Ming Dynasty, Fu Shan, He Shaoji and Qing Zai in Qing Dynasty.
Qi County is also the major birthplace of Jin Opera and Qitai Folk
Songs.

Located at the communication center, there were two ancient
postal roads passing through Qi County. The convenient communica—
tion has provided the special and favorable conditions for Qi County
to develop the business activity. As early as in Song Dynasty, the
businessmen from Qi County began to be famous in the commercial
society of China. During the period of Ming and Qing Dynasties,
especially the period after the emperors of Kang Xi and Qian Long in
Qing Dynasty, the businessmen from Qi County developed so fast and
became the important force of the commercial society of Shanxi
Province. The branch offices of companies from Qi County had been
set up in the most of the large and middle cities, ports and stations
throughout the whole country and even at the cities of foreign
countries as Siberia, Moscow of Russia, Pyongyang of the Democratic
of People's Republic of Korea, Seoul of South Korea, Tokyo, Kobe and
Osaka of Japan and other cities in southeast Asia, and occupied the
monopolized conditions in Mongolia, Northeast Area and Baotou City
in the country. '

Among the .cormmercial companies in Qi County, the largest at
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the early period are the Zhangs, the Zhais and the Suns. At the later
period, about ten companies including the Qiaos, the Qus and the Hes
among which the most typical is the Qiaos from Qiaojiabu Village.
The Grand Courtyard of the Qiaos was the former residence of
Zaizhongtang from the Qiaos. Zaizhongtang is the name of the hall of
Qiao Zhiyong who was the third generation of the famous capitalist
the Qiaos.

The Grand Courtyard of the Qiaos is a close type and castle
type courtyard. It was built in Qian Long Period in Qing Dynasty, and
it had been refurbished many times during the period of Tongzhi and
Guangxu Year in Qing Dynasty and 1910s. Though it has a long
history of about 200 vyears, it still remains the harmony in the style
of the architecture. Covering an area of 8724 8 square meters, the
grand courtyard is consisted of 6 large courtyards, 19 small court—
yards and 313 rooms. The three sides of the courtyard face the
streets so the courtyard is disconnected with the residential houses
around it. It is surrounded by a close type brick wall with about 10
meters high. There are crenels, guarding tower and viewing towers on
the top making it magnificent. The whole courtyard was strictly
designed to show a double—happiness in Chinese character and it
looks so lofty from outside and splendid from inside. There are
different highs of roofs and standardize cultural style. There is a
special structure of wood called dougong and eaves highly raising
into air, stone carving and brick carving, ivory floor(ZF#x) and
wooden tower, beautiful paintings, each with its specialty of art,
demonstrating the high level of ancient Chinese people in architecture,
It is honored as “a pearl in the architectural history in residential
houses in Qing Dynasty in North China” by the professional personnel
and there is a saying as If one who wants to see imperial palace
should visit the Forbidden City in Beijing, but if one who wants to
see residential houses should visit the Grand Courtyard of the Qiaos.”

In 1986, the Courtyard of the Qiaos was open as A Museum of
Folk Traditions by the government of Qi County. The major contents




include the folk traditions of the local people living in the Jinzhong
Area and it demonstrates systematically the very typical folk tradi—
tions of the people living in the period of the late Qing Dynasty and
1910s, all the ceremonies of local people of Jinzhong about marriage,
funeral, birth, sickness and death can be found in this museum The
total amount of the whole exhibitions amounts to 30,000 and there
are about one thousand pieces of historical relics kept in the museum
among which there are 500 pieces of ancient painting and calligraphies
of different periods— Tang, Five Dynasties, Song, Yuan, Ming and
Qing Dynasties with different styles and most of them are the unique
treasures such as “The wonder of the East— Nine Dragons Lantern”,
‘National treasure— The mirror of Rhinoceros looking at the moon”,
“The Miracle— Ten Thousand People Ball” and other daily furniture
used by the families of the businessmen in Jinzhong Area during
Ming and Qing Dynasties. The visitors can feel the glory of the past
that the commercial businessmen created through the visit to the
courtyard.

The Grand Courtyard of the Qiaos is a National Standard Pre—
served Unit for Historical Relic and one of the ten best scenic spots
in Shanxi Province. It has received the visitors totaling to 6 million
both from the country and abroad and there are about 50 films and
TV plays shot in this courtyard among which the most famous one
is “the Red Lanterns Hanging High” was shot here and the editor of
the film was Zhang Yimou and the famous star Gong Li was the

major character in it,
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A Night Scene of the Ancient City
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Paohanchuan—One Major Performance of the Lantern Festival
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An Ancient Business Street in Shanxi
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