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PREFACE

China is one of the nations which possess very abundant grassland resources. The total area of China’s
grassland is nearly 6 billion mu, It covers nearly 40% of her whole land area and ranks the second place in
the world, next but the Australia. Grassland resources not only provides the major feeding stuff
for herbivorous animals, but also play an important role in improving people’s living conditions and maintain-
ing a suitable ecotope to mankind during the processes of energy flowing and material cycling of the terrestrial
ecosystem.

China’s natural grasslands locate mainly in the north and west part of the country. They stretch from the
Da Xingan Mountains and then successively westward: the west part of the Northeast Plain, Inner Mongolia
Plateau, Ordos Plateau, Loess Plateau, and end at the southeast edge of the Qingzhang Plateau. They stride
across 23 degrees of latitude (from 28°N t0o51° N), nearly 4500 kilometers. Since the grasslands are the inha-
bited regions of many minority nationalities and there are more than 12,000 kilometers long land borders
along the area,it hold an important position of politics, economics and strategy.

Surveying the natural grassland resources is a major research project assigned by the State Commission
for Science and Technology and the former State Commission for Agriculture in 1979, Under the supervision
of the Animal Husbandry Bureau, this project was undertaken cooperatively by the Northern China Grassland
Resources Survey Office and the Southern China Grassland Resources Survey Office. The primary fieldwork
started in 1980 and finished in 1987. A multitude of officials, scientists and technicians from those agriculture,
animal husbandry and grassland administrations of 28 provinces or autonomous regions (except Taiwan and
Shanghai) took part in this project in their local districts. As well, scientists, professors, technicians and
teachers coming from the central and provincial institutes, universities and colleges took part in their local
fieldworks and in analysing data collected in surveying. .

The “China Grassland Resources Picture Album” is the fruit of collective wisdom and hard work contri-
buted by all participants and may be an significant historical data in China’s grassland research work. It is a
figurative record of various grassland types landscapes, main desirable herbage species, animal gra‘ling, artifi-
cial grassland establishment, pastoralism activities and grassland resources surveying. It reflects the achieve-
ment of Chinese people in surveying, exploiting and utilizing the grassland resources since the 3rd Plenary
Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China. It may be served as a sup-
plementary teaching material of range science, or even as an exchange material in international scientech com-
munications.

“Picture Album” is organized and compiled mainly by the Northern China Grassland Resources Survey
Office. But owing to their sincere support and help, we express our cordial gratitude especially to following
specialists, they are: Senior research specialists Dong Jing—shi and Ning Bu, Professors Liu Zhong-lin, Yong
Shi-peng, Cheng Shan, Zhang Zu-tong, Fu Xiang—qian, and Senior Agronomist in Animal Husbandry Hou
Yong-zhang, and Cai wei-rong, the general manager of Hong Kong EVENLEECO.

Editor
Huhhot, Inner Mongolia
1990
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Temperate Meadow Steppe Class

Temperate meadow steppes are mainly distributed in the west part of
the Northeast Plain and the subhumid area of the east part of Inner Mongo-
lia Plateau. They are also located in the vertical zones of mountains in the
temperate region.

Their floristic composition is dominated by m'eso—xerophytic and
xero—mesophytic perennial herbs. Temperate meadow steppe has a good.
vegetation cover and a high forage productivity.

The total ares of temperate meadow steppe is 234,230,000 mu, covering
4.0% of the total grassland area of China.
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