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FOREWORD

In 1951, the United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refu-
gees was adopted inspired by the strong global commitment to ensure that
the displacement and trauma caused by the persecution and destruction of
World War 11 would not be repeated. As the problem of displacement
spread around the world, the 1967 Protocol expanded the scope of the Con-
vention globally.

In these origins lies the Convention’s avowedly humanitarian character
and from here forms the basis for International Refugee Law’, a legal frame-
work which aims to protect persons seeking asylum from persecution and
those recognized as refugees under international human rights and humani-
tarian law. Established in 1950, the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees ( UNHCR) operates in more than 110 countries
and is mandated to protect refugees and help them find solutions to their
plight.

Since the adoption of the Convention and its Protocol, the world has
been undergoing significant transformations. On the one hand, globalization
has brought economic benefits to large parts of the world, notably in the A-
sia region. In five decades, hundred millions of people, primarily in China
and India have been lifted out of poverty and have seen dramatic increases
in their standards of living unprecedented in history.

On the other hand, the changing nature of armed conflicts, recurring
cycles of violence and systematic human rights violations in many parts of
the world are generating more intractable displacement situations. Traffic-
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king and smuggling of people, abuse of asylum procedures and difficulties
in dealing with unsuccessful asylum-seekers are additional compounding
factors. By the end of 2007, the total population of concern to UNHCR
was estimated at a record-level 32. 9 million people. Out of this, Asia
hosted 45% of the total population of concern, the largest portion in the
world.

Since the late 1970°s, China has played a strong role in providing
protection to over 300 000 Indo-Chinese refugees and worked together
with UNHCR to provide assistance and ensuring their integration in Chi-
na. In 1982, China acceded to the 1951 Convention and its Protocol and
remains one of the five signatory states in Asia. As one of the Permanent
Member of the UN Security Council, China is in an opportune position to
further enhance refugee protection in China and play a leading role in the
region.

The year 2009 marks the 30™ Anniversary of UNHCR’s presence in
China. This book on International Refugee Law, the first of its kind in
China, is the outcome of a long and fruitful co-operation between the Chi-
na University of Political Science and Law and UNHCR. It aims to help
students as future lawyers and lawmakers to become familiar with the gen-
eral principles of international refugee law and to learn how they are im-
plemented.

In an increasingly inter-connected and inter-dependent world, refugee
protection issues cannot be addressed in isolation. All stake holders,
whether they are governments, judiciaries, academia, international organi-
zations and civil society, need to strengthen partnerships and cooperation as
one international community. Clearer understanding and more consistent
implementation are an integral part of ensuring that refugee protection bur-
dens and responsibilities are shared more equally, and that refugees are a-
ble to find durable solutions to their plight and to enjoy the respect and dig-
nity that they deserve.
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With the publication of this book, we look forward to future discourse

and contributions from academics and students in this field.

Veerapong Vongvarotai

UNHCR Regional Representative for China & Mongolia
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