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Life whispens in your soul and speaks to your heant. Sometimes,when youhave no time tolisten ,
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Life Is Do-it-yourself Project
- Ema Bombeck -

An elderly carpenter was ready to retire. He told his
employer of his plans to leave the house—building business and
live a more leisurely life with his wife, enjoying his extended
family. He would miss the paycheck, but he needed to retire.
They could get by.

The employer was sorry to see his good worker go and
asked if he could build just one more house as a personal favor.
The carpenter said yes, but in time it was easy to see that his
heart was not in his work. He resorted to shoddy workmanship
and used inferior materials. It was an unfortunate way to end
his career.

When the carpenter finished his work and the employer
came to inspect the house and handed the front-door key to the

carpenter. “This is your house,” he said, “my gift to you. ”

What a shock! What a shame! If he had only known he
was building his own house, he would have done it all so differ-
ently. Now he had to live in the home he had built none too
well.

So it is with us. We build our lives in a distracted way,
reacting rather than acting, willing to put up less than the best.
At important points we do not give the job our best effort. Then

with a shock we look at the situation we have created and find



that we are now living in the house we have built. If we had
realized, we would have done it differently.

Think of yourself as the carpenter. Think about your
house. Each day you hammer a nail, place a board, or erect a
wall. Build wisely. It is the only life you will ever build. Even
if you live it for only one day more, that day deserves to be
lived graciously and with dignity. The plaque on the wall says,
“Life is a do-it-yourself project. ” Who could say it more clear-
ly? Your life tomorrow will be the result of your attitudes and

the choices you make today.
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Life Throws a Brick at Your Head
- Ralph Mondy -

A young and successful executive was traveling down a
neighborhood street, going a bit too fast in his new Jaguar. He
was watching for kids darting out from between parked cars and
slowed down when he thought he saw something.

As his car passed, one child appeared, and a brick
smashed into the Jag’s side door. He slammed on the brakes
and spun the Jag back to the spot from where the brick had
been thrown.

He jumped out of the car, grabbed some kid and pushed
him up against a parked car, shouting, “What was that all
about and who are you? Just what the heck are you doing?”
Building up a head of steam, he went on, “That’s a new car
and that brick you threw is going to cost a lot of money. Why
did you do it?”

“Please, mister, please, I’ m sorry. I didn’t know what
else to do!” pleaded the youngster.

“It’s my brother,” he said, “He rolled off the curb and
fell out of his wheelchair and I can’t lift him up. Sobbing, the
boy asked the executive, “Would you please help me get him
back into his wheelchair? He’s hurt and he’s too heavy for me. ”

Moved beyond words, the driver tried to swallow the rapidly
swelling lump in his throat. He lifted the young man back into the
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wheelchair and took out his handkerchief and wiped the scrapes
and cuts, checking to see that everything was going to be okay.

“Thank you, sir. And God bless you,” the grateful child
said to him. The man then watched the little boy push his
brother to the sidewalk toward their home.

It was a long walk back to his Jaguar... a long, slow
walk. He never did repair to the side door. He kept the dent to
remind him not to go through life so fast that someone has to
throw a brick at you to get your attention.

Life whispers in your soul and speaks to your heart. Some-
times, when you have no time to listen. . . it’s your choice: Lis-

ten to the whispers of your soul or wait for the brick!
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Love in All Kinds of “ Weather”
- Ralph Mondy -

Make sure your love is unconditional. Make sure you love
people in all kinds of “weather”. Or else what is the use if we
love a person only when he is good or she is nice? When I need
the people most that's when they leave me. All the time, so
please, I hope you won’t be like that. We always have to con-
sider the other party, your companion’s situation and mood.
Maybe he’s in difficulty right now. That’s why his mood is not
so sweet. Maybe she has so much work to do and so many
headaches, so she cannot be so darling like usual. That time is
the time when we need to show our most noble quality, the way
we want ourselves to be.

It’s not that if you are sweet to that person then he will love
you more. Maybe he will, maybe he won’t. But that is not the
point to be good and to be noble. To be good, to be noble is for
ourselves because we choose to be that way, we want to keep
being that way, and we feel good about it. It’s not because,
“Okay, now he needs me more. If I show more sympathy, then
our love will be stronger” ; It’s not even to be considered.

But most of the time we fail the test. When people are in
most difficulty, we just leave them, or we are cold and indiffer-
ent. “Oh, you're not nice to me. All right, all right, You’ll

come and need me soon. ” Of course they will. When they’re in
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