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Focus on Europe

Unit 1
Auction of Czech

Town
TR oot R

e
Rokytnice nad Jizerou is a town in the mountains of the Czech hjElé"Ez{: s,
Republic. This news item reports on some drastic measures ihe {oosey Bepuie

the town has been forced to take to get itself out of a financial Q) 1???[2*9
force (v fous

crisis.
5838
auction off (phr v)
5 11-14 s
SRR, HE T4 B TR esiTe LSRG
H‘-’limo 137%
property (n)
B &kigig T-T4, 630 PR B AR T ANE H R ['propoti]

17
proceeds (n)
[ 'provsiidz] BT
= WA
creditor (n)
[ 'kreditor] {55
WA
bidder (n) ['bida()]
e
take /took /taken

a) How much land is being auctioned.

b) How much money people will pay in the auction.
¢) How much money the town owes.

d) Predictions for the future.

e) Reaction from the European Union.

f) The names of other towns in the same situation.
g) The reaction of the mayor.

h) The reactions of local people.

i) Why the town is in debt.

u] 5l ul =] sin]sl=]=

out a loan (exp)

EVSERR

YRFNIE D ?

2. 9837 4 {63 47] 4% (Rokytnice nad Jizerou) 42 5& 3T At I A K W & & /K Ll (Jizerske
Mountains) fi—~/Nii, J& B4 3000 2 A

RS FENE BRI,

oo AT R 4 S R T LN S T AR B A LR, B SR T 1998 4F 1

HEEML,

Unit 1 faseisemi 1



Auction of Czech Town

& 11

S SRR Bl 6 T1, 30 SRS TTRER RA— M.

Conjuz st

eehti] THEY SOPHIE RAWORTH: More on those auctions now. A ski town in

ISEaSS the Czech Republic has been forced to auction itself off,
afford (v) [J'lxd] (a) pay off its debt. At least one town owes so

=7 much money that {b) a recent law, it’s having to

interest (n) sell off (c) all of the town property and pass the

['mirost] 3¢ proceeds (d) creditors. Doreen Walton reports.

mayor (n) [mea(r)] DOREEN WALTON: The abundance of art {e) ele-

mi gant Prague auction hall could make you think it’s paintings that
blame (v) [blemn] are being sold. But (f) it’s a town that’s on the

BR auction block. Rokytnice nad Jizerou is being forced

ski (ad)) [=ki] /3 (@) ____ ____ law to sell off half its property, to pay off
E mounting debts. There's (h) interest from bid-

law (n) (1] 35S ders in the buildings and land.
abundance (n)

SR [ =55 T1, 34 FH1a F5 ™ (T) S“R” (F)o

*FE

elegant (adj) 1. A Czech town has had to sell some of its land because it
[ehigont] owes so much money. T/ F
350 2. According to a new law, the entire town’s property has to be
painting (n) sold because of its debts. T/ F
[11“‘”“”-]] 4 3. There is an abundance of art and paintings being sold in the
aucm"goc" (n) auctionhall. T/ F
nﬁtﬁ(z’; Craont] 4. A lot of people are interested in buying property in the town.
w0 T/F
building (n) -
['hildin] 28 @ 12
k) | B %75 72,06 oI s Sisth, FER—RIREER.
suitable (adj)
sy unabl] after especially even in like such many
EE8Y times  which who
improve (v)
i’ pru ] 250 Man 1; There are not many properties offered like this,
infrastructure (n) (a) ________ in mountains. Because in Czech mountains,
[infrostrakifo@)] er, to be able to get a building, or to get a landing*, er,
HiYEE () is suitable to construct there**, anything,

it's, er, you know, very hard, very hard work.

2 BBC #iEsiBl il
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Focus on Europe

DOREEN WALTON: (c) = _ many towns in the Czech
Republic. Rokytnice nad Jizerou took out loans to improve in-
frastructure, (d) the fall of communism in 1989.

About half the municipalities (e) the country faced
debt. Rokytnice owes about $12 million, or 10 (f)
its annual budget. It can’t (@) afford to pay off
the interest. This is Rokytnice nad Jizerou. It looks idyllic but
the municipality is crippled by debt. The forced auction of town
property has come as a shock to (h) who live

here. 71 pieces of land and buildings, (i) as

shops and apartment houses, are being auctioned off to bidders
(i) include foreigners and developers.

* land JIE#8 HIE, HRTHE AN “a”,
%% [ Ab IV R 418 “on” T JE“ there”,

B &% 12, EE 5 88,

1. What are the mountains like to build on?
a) Extremely difficult.
b) Very suiable.
¢) Very convenient.
2. What did the Czech town do in 1989 to improve conditions?
a) End communism.
b) Talk to the government.
¢) Borrow money.
3. How much debt does Rokytnice have?
a) $10 million.
b) $12 million.
c) $12 billion.
4. What has been the reaction of many of the inhabitants of the
town?
a) Sadness.
b) Great surprise.
C) Anger.
5. How much of the town is being sold off at the auction?
a) 61 shops and apartments
b) 71 shops. flats and houses
c) 71 plots of land and buildings

Unit 1 $asR5EemiE 3



Auction of Czech Town

communism (n)
[ 'knmjonizem ]
HEEEN

annual budget (n)
EEME

idyllic (adj)
[(a))'dibk] B3
EiFREY

cripple (v) ['kript]
S B A
i

developer (n)
[divelopa] X
M RE

tenant (n) ['l(-nonl]
A

evict (v) [1'viki]
EHE

dire (ad)) [dao()]
oJigey

fault (n) (2]
T

official (n) [2'fial]
BR

borrow (v) ['borau]
BA

ski-lift (n) B
SZE

water cleaning

facility (n) &

KR

e =yl =
deprive {v)

C [di'pran]
RIZF

revenue (n)

Clreving ) WA

4 BBC ¥REZENBUT I

12

. The mayor argues that

&I T2, HEE TH e,
1.

How does the man feel about the auction?

lems?

B &xidm 13, 3=,
1. Although the authorities say the change of ownership won't
affect tenants, __ _ _ _ _ _ _ the future.
2. The house is now owned will evict us.

________ to build up.
____________ will just create more
financial problems by depriving the municipality of future
revenue.

5 14

create (v) Ckri‘ar] g R PN W T g Lp e

STANISLAV SEDY: The town (a) use / used to own this car park.
but now it’s being sold in the auction. The {b) sale / sell will

deprive the town of three million crowns from the municipal
budget. This money could be used for (¢) other / other’s

developments.

Ol A



Focus on Europe

DOREEN WALTON: As the Government of the Czech Republic
prepares for hopeful (d) accession / session to the European
Union in (@) 2004 / 2005, getting its financial house in order
is a priority. (f) It’s / It is taking (@) dramatic / drastic
measures to try and begin to tackle the problem of (h) major /
massive local level debt. In Rokytnice nad Jizerou, the
process means painful change. And for the people who live
here, (i) it'll / it will mean a very (}) different / difficult
town in future to the one they know now. Doreen Walton,
BBC News, in the Czech Republic.

BRI T4, B T 68,

1. What will be available for sale in the auction?
a) Cars.
b) Individual parking spaces.
c) A car park.
2. How much money will the town lose because of this sale?
a) 2 biilion crowns.
b) 3 billion dollars.
c) 3 million crowns.
3. What does the Czech Government want to do in 20047
a) Join the EU.
b) Get money from the EU.
c) Pay off their debts.
4. What is it doing to resolve the financial crisis?
a) Taking dramatic action.
b) Drastically measuring the debt.
¢) Talking drastic measures.
5. How will towns like Rokytnice be in the future?
a) They will be much more modern.
b) They will have changed a lot.
c) They will be much poorer.

Unit 1 $AEEME 5



crown (n) [kraon]
FERA(—Fh R
LR &)

accession (n)
[ok'sefon] DOBR

get /got /got one’s
house in order
(exp) BWH
RESH

drastic (adj)
[dreestk] 328
ZHEY

measure (n)
['meza(r)] ¥&
it ; 2

tackle (v) ['tckl]
IR ; RR

painful (adj)
['peinfal] 5
=6

=05

BRI T1-T4, BB S B =R,

. Rokytnice nad Jizerou is in such fir;ancial difficulties that it

is selling off fifty per cent of the town’s property in order
to pay off its debts.

. The debts started to mount in 1989 when many Czech

towns borrowed a lot of money.

. Local people are very unhappy about the auction and are

considering leaving the country.

. The mayor has threatened to give up his post if the auction

continues.

. The Czech Government needs to resolve the country’'s

financial crisis if it wants to join the EU.

FERSESER T T, SRS L T,

[ evict infrastructure  proceeds  suitable  tenant |

. How many live in that block of flats?

from the road network to the water supply.

. They him last week for not paying his

rent.

. She didn’t want her children to watch the film as she

didn’t think it was .

company.

YEXHI AR 3 AP i RS AR, A4 1Al = R AT LAN a B one, Tiii B AT
LA RBOE.

Buildings, such as shops and apartment houses.

To be able to get a building is very hard. very hard work.

AR ETTE AT AN a 5% one, T LANAT LA BHIER. SR A0 504 8 1 i
TiTiE #2001 L . some.a piece of.a bit of & a little,

Seventy-one pieces of land.

TERE, ASATECA 18] (4 money) B A BB, 7 shis) J i b4 FH S 08,

Money was borrowed for developments.

This money could be used for other developments.
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