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To Our Readers

Making the utmost of the two “blockbusters”: the ancient Chinese calligraphies and paintings in
the museum's collection and modern and contemporary Guangdong (Cantonese) paintings
represented by the Lingnan School of Painting, we try our best to build the museum into a
research center for Chinese calligraphies and paintings of all dynasties and an exchange center for
Sino-foreign cultural communication. This is an important component of the museum during the
“11th Five-Year” development planning, as well as the aim of our museum building under new
circumstances. In 2007, the museum's exhibition display and research had been carried on
towards this goal. During the “Golden Week” in celebration of the National Day, the museum held
five excellent exhibitions of selected artworks from our collection, namely Selected Chinese
Paintings of All Dynasties, Smoke, Mists and Clouds Massed and Scattered--Exhibition of
Ancient Chinese Handscrolls, To See the World in a Grain of Sand--Exhibition of Mini Ancient
Chinese Paintings, State of Mind and Trace of Ink--Works by Modern Famed Artists and Vying
with Each Other in Beauty--Modern and Contemporary Paintings by Female Artists. Selected
Chinese Paintings of All Dynasties was the key exhibition, which focused on paintings of all
dynasties collected by the museum, and tried to show to the audiences a full developing process of
Chinese paintings from the Song Dynasty to modern times. The “Treasure-showing Project” on

such a big scale became influential in our society to some extent.

As the largest collector in paintings of and historical materials regarding the Lingnan School of
Painting, it is crucial for us to showcase and do researches on the art of Lingnan School of
Painting. Among exchange exhibitions organized by our museum in 2007, three were connected
with the Lingnan School of Painting. The first project was the Three Outstanding Masters of
Lingnan School of Painting--Grand Exhibition of Calligraphies and Paintings by Gao Jianfu, Gao
Qifeng and Chen Shuren held in the National Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall of Taiwan. This was
the first time when artworks by the Three Outstanding Masters of Lingnan School of Painting had
been shown in Taiwan in such large scope, which received great comments by all walks of life in
Taiwan and warm welcome by the Taiwan compatriots. More importantly, when the “Non-
Chinese” scheme became increasingly intense in Taiwan, the art of the Three Outstanding Masters
of Lingnan School of Painting, who were also known as Dr. Sun Yat-sen's followers, was shown in
Taiwan on a large scale. With no doubt, the exhibition was of special significance. The second
project was the Exhibition of Gao Jianfu's Sketches, which was held in our museum and the Art
Museum of Chinese University of Hong Kong respectively. In this exhibition, Gao Jianfu's
sketches collected by organizations and individuals in Guangzhou and Hong Kong were gathered
together and shown to the public completely and in a concentrated way for the first time.
Moreover, we edited and published a catalogue Gao Jianfu's Sketches, which provided valuable
academic materials for the in-depth study in Gao's art, and had aroused great repercussion in the
academic circle. The third was the Grand Exhibition of Yang Shansen's Art, which was a largest
exhibition of its kind, organized by our museum and collectors of his paintings at home and
abroad. Meanwhile, we edited and published the catalogue Al/bum of Yang Shansen's Paintings,
which reflected Yang's artistic achievements all-sidedly. The above-mentioned three exhibitions
were meaningful explorations to the profound study in Lingnan School of Painting. Furthermore,
exhibitions like the Artistic Life of C.SSU-TU, Engraving Paintings by Lai Shaoqi and

Contemporary Fine Art Paintings from Lingnan Area revealed the development track of




continuous discovery and break-though in the researches on modern and contemporary art history

in Lingnan area from various angles.

In 2007, we continued to promote exchanges and cooperation with institutions in this field at
home and abroad, and introduced a series of high-level exhibitions. Besides the Exhibition of Gao
Jianfu's Sketches and Grand Exhibition of Yang Shansen's Art mentioned earlier, we have more of
this kind including Bronze Asia--Dashi Namdakov Arts Exhibition, the Second National Laquer
Painting Exhibition, Exhibition of New Sculptures from Guangzhou Sculpture Academy (2007),
Fragrance from the Sleeves--Selected Fan Paintings and Calligraphies of Ming and Qing
Dynasties Collected by Tianyige Museum and so on. What's more, the museum has sent her own
collection to other museums or organizations for exhibitions, including the exhibitions to Taiwan
and Hong Kong, and From Ming and Qing Dynasties till Modern and Contemporary Times--
Selected Calligraphies Collected by the Guangzhou Museum of Art to Japan. In the course of
these cooperation, artworks became the best media for mutual understanding between different

nations, districts and cultures.

In coordination to some exhibitions in 2007, we organized or co-organized several academic
seminars. To illustrate, the syposium on Gao Jianfu's art was held in the Chinese University of
Hong Kong. Two seminars on the art of C.SSU-TU and engraving paintings by Lai Shaoqi were
held in our museum respectively. The participants explored into the art of the two great Cantonese
artists and looked at them in a new historical angle and position. In addition, in order to coordinate
with events organized by the Guangzhou Municipal Cultural Bureau, we invited experts from the
Hong Kong Museum of Art for a lecture in our museum, who introduced to local colleagues
working in the Guangzhou's cultural and museum circles some ideas of exhibition planning and
display regarding the previous exhibition “The Pride of China” held in Hong Kong Museum of
Art.

This year, the museum had two major movements for collecting artworks: firstly we acquired two
masterpieces by the Russian sculptor Dashi Namdakov; secondly, we acquired all the nominated
and excellent works for the Chinese Fine Art Awards in the Second National Laquer Painting
Exhibition held in our museum. The two events marked that the collection of our museum has

extended from ancient times to contemporary times, and from China to abroad.

To adapt to the many exhibitions of high standards, the academic researches and exchanges of our
museum had also reached a new level. In the columns of Selected Essays from the Seminar on Gao
Jianfu's Art and Research on Museum Collection and Art History in this yearbook, we published
research essays by a number of professionals from our museum or other museums. The rich
collection in the museum provides our researchers with a broad space to investigate, and in return,

their fruitful studies give the museum collection a richer connotation and meaning.

Editors
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