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Target of the Unit

% To get a glimpse of modern education of the US
% To practice reading skills
&% To enlarge your vocabulary

1) LEAD IN

Directions: In this unit, you will read 3 passages about education. Read them and thi‘nk'

about the purpose of education.

2) DISCUSSION

In your opinion, what role should education play in the growth of a person?

By Eric L. Wee

Warming-up Exercises

& What do you think should be the normal relationship between the
teacher and the students? What should we do to bring teachers and
students closer together?

Directions: Now please read the following passage as fast as you can and
summarize the main idea.
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I hated him. I didn’t plan on it. In fact, I wanted to like S. I wanted him to like me.

Before teaching my first college journalism . 5

5 X “ 3 - R “. approachable ad friendly and easy to talk )

class at a private university in Virginia, I v . ;
- ) - . toFEFEAN !

expected to forge friendships with all my ° semesis n an opponent that cannot be |
2 N A S D

students. I’d be that young cool professor, ) ::at;x\?;overcome st 3
approachable and informal. I’d have my _ downer . one that depresses, such as an ‘
] ~ experience or person fE3H R )

students call me Eric. We’d laugh and hang out. FRBSHA : 2
And they’d love my class -+ vibes n. the good or bad feelings that a 2
’ ‘ }pa_rticular person, place, or situation 2

Then the first day of the semester arrived, ' seems to produce and that you react to & |

§ ¢ P

and there it was—this invisible line I wasn’t : T AN o ' )

sure how to cross. The students were on one side

of it. And I was on the other. I tried to chat with a few of them, but it felt forced and awkward.
I had this unnerving feeling that I was a stand-up comedian hoping to win their applause. In
the corner, S. looked as if he was about to fall asleep.

Each week, I would try new things to engage the students and make the class fun. I
created mock news conferences. I took them on a walking tour and had them write about it
on deadline. But S. rolled his eyes with each new project. One day I asked the class to write
about an important person in their lives, an assignment designed to hone their use of details. S.
let out a sigh that echoed across the room.

He became my nemesis. The night before class, I’d lie in bed thinking about how I had
to endure him the next day. I could see his moppish hair dangling over his eyes, his slouch,
his bored look. I dreaded him. Yet somehow I still thought I’d win him over. Instead, as the
weeks rolled by, things got worse. S.’s disdain for the class and for me grew more open. He
was a virus, and he was contaminating everyone around him! A lesson would be flowing, the
students enthusiastic, and S. would bring it to a halt
with his downer vibes.

One day in class, I met with the students
individually to talk about their projects. The others
waited for their turn. But S. grew impatient and started
to walk out before I caught him and asked him to sit.
He did so reluctantly. His e-mails to me began to get
ruder.

Finally I’d had enough. I called him to my office
and told him I wanted him out of the class. I had no

other choice. He was infecting the other students with




his derision, I explained. Surprisingly, he

- P

) ~ bootn (slang) an unceremonious dismissal, I 3
seemed to understand. He didn’t argue or ~ asfrom ajob, used with the boot 85 £
get belligerent. Instead, he nodded and left. : :};‘dd“' % 3 good friend; a comvade HX, & -
Bl

After he dropped the course, I felt
terrible. And terrific. I wasn’t making
friends with my students; I was giving them the boot! Yet I knew this had been the right thing
to do. S. had forced me to take back control of my class. And in the process, he’d taught me
something valuable: Sometimes, you need to be tough to be a good teacher. My fantasies
about college teaching had been naive. My students and I weren’t going to be buddies. But I
could create and maintain an environment where they could learn.

I ran into S. months later on campus. I looked up and saw him heading my way. I wasn’t
sure what he’d say or do. Would he swear at me? Would he give me the finger? Instead as we
got closer, he smiled. He was pleasant and asked how I was. We didn’t talk about the class.
Instead he just shook my hand. It was the nicest he’d ever been to me.

(Words: 609)

Second Reading - |

Directions: Read the text again more carefully to find enough information
for Exercises |, Il & 1II.

Exercise | True or False
Directions: Please state whether the following statements are true or false (T/F)

according to what you 've found in the text.

1. The author was quite optimistic about his future career at the very beginning.

2. He would like to become a very formal and strict professor who can help the students
learn in college.

3. S. became the obstacle the first day he started his teaching.

4. The author tried his best to make the classroom as active as possible by introducing
various kinds of activities.

5. Although S. did not want to do the homework and tended to fall asleep in class, the

other students were not influenced by him.

UMIT ONE
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6. S.’s attitude toward the author was getting more and more negative after the author
drove him out of class.

7. S. was quite calm when the author asked him to leave the class.

8. Finally the author realized that his dream about the teaching career had been too naive.

9. The author learned how to relate to the students from his experience with S.

10. The encounter between the author and S was quite hostile after S. dropped the course.

Exercise Il Word Inference

Directions: Ofien you can guess the meaning of a word/expression by reading the words
around it. Please read the given sentence to see how each word/expression in bold type
is used in the text. Then choose the answer that is closest in meaning to the bold-faced

word/expression.

1. Before teaching my first college journalism class at a private university in Virginia, I
expected to forge friendships with all my students.
A. beat
B. build
C. recreate
D. counterfeit
2. I’d be that young cool professor, approachable and informal.
A. cold B. calm
C. uninterested D. pleasant
3. I'had this unnerving feeling that I was a stand-up comedian hoping to win their
applause.
A. discouraging
B. embarrassing
C. disgusting
D. humiliating
4. One day I asked the class to write about an important person in their lives, an
assignment designed to hone their use of details.
A. sharpen
B. desire
C. demand
D. facilitate




5. I could see his moppish hair dangling over his eyes, his slouch, his bored look.

A. laziness
B. muteness
C. rudeness
D. restlessness
6. S.’s disdain for the class and for me grew more open.
A. reluctance B. dislike

C. disposal D. displeasure

7. A lesson would be flowing, the students enthusiastic, and S. would bring it to a halt

with his downer vibes.
A. continuing in a smooth, graceful way
B. continuing in a smooth, uncontrolled way
C. continuing in a noisy, uncontrolled way
D. continuing in a free, uncontrolled way
8. He was infecting the other students with his derision, I explained.
A. erosion B. tardiness
C. mockery D. restlessness
9. He didn’t argue or get belligerent. Instead, he nodded and left.
A. aggressive B. annoyed
C. excited D. rude
10. Sometimes, you need to be tough to be a good teacher.
A. violent
B. unyielding
C. difficult
D. unfortunate

Exercise lll Discussion

Directions: Please discuss the following questions in pairs or groups.

1. Imagine that you are the teacher in that classroom. What measures will you take to

battle the one bad apple in the classroom? Work out your proposed action plan, and be

prepared to present it to the class.

UMIT ONE



Text B

Which (:ollege Brmgs IIIB Bling

By Devin Gordon and Joan Raymond

Warming-up Exercises

& How many kinds of recreation facilities does your university have?
Which one do you like best, and why?

* First reading *

W e T

Directions: Now please read the following passage as fast as you can and
summarize the main idea.

—— FIEEFZ 1R @ F 1 fif - - S

Once upon a time, a typical college
freshman’s day would begin something
like this: wake up in a creaky dorm
room, step over your roommate’s dirty
laundry, then step over your roommate,

slump down the hall to the bathroom and

e Welater

‘creaky a0/, something such as a door, floor, or bed - |

that is creaky creaks when you open it, walk on it,

sit on it etc, especially because it is mmm in

good condition I {EDE &Y s
runny ad). food that is runny is not as sohd or thtck

s ‘normal or as desired ( ﬁ%li%ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁx

8) &%, %, BB

5 0 ¢ 0 86006 0 06

be;t V. to defeat someone FTTEA

brush your teeth next to a total stranger,
hit the gym for a quick run, then stop off
at the cafeteria before class for a nice breakfast of runny eggs. It wasn’t glamorous, but that
was OK, because you were there for your education. And now? Put it this way: colleges no
longer use icky words like dorm or cafeteria. These days, you’ll get a funny look unless you
say residence hall, recreation center or dining marketplace. __A__. But it isn’t just a pitch. All
across the country, facilities devoted to students’ extracurricular life are nicer than ever. A lot
nicer. The lucky brats.

It’s no secret that the admissions process has become as ferocious as Tom Cruise in
a roomful of psychiatrists, but it’s not just the kids trying to best each other. __B___. The
University of Houston’s new rec facility features an outdoor pool with waterfalls, water
slides and a hot tub that seats 20. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill just opened

its $80 million Rams Head Center, complete with a 6,500-square-foot supermarket, a giant




4

food court with actual, edible food and a

STOOD MONON 90 SoDIyERmthN Gl «‘(H "
. olasman Itis a distinct phase of matter, separate N
state-of-the-art sports bar with remotes from the traditional solids, liquids, and gases. It | -
at each table connected to a series of is a collection of charged particles that ce,spgndw‘_-;_
) strongly and coilectlvely to eiectromagne’hc fields, 5
wall-mounted plasma TVs. Ohio State “taking the form of gas-like clouds or ion beams. | -
. o . p— i Since the particles in plasma are electncally e
University’s sparkling $140 million facility Ehirgb tgorbralRy b bettig Sitibed bf eiec‘tmhsi #4610
boasts massage rooms and saunas, plus it is frequently described as an “ionized gas.” | -
. . it 4b$EDigital ngh Definition Plasma v ﬁ?ﬁﬁ 5
an Adventure Recreation Center with a semzay fice |
bouldering cave and 4,000 square feet of digsn lodging & 65 15 e
-y

climbing wall, which should give jealous

Mom and Dad something nice and high from which to hurl themselves.
C___. Jed Johnson, a recent Ohio State graduate, says the new rec center addressed a

desperate need. “It was totally weird that a major university had these horrendous facilities,”

he says. The school’s old gym was “a maze. You could die in the hallways and no one would

ever find you.” From a marketing perspective, Ohio State had to upgrade or risk losing

students and athletic recruits to—hiss!-—rival Michigan.

At the University of Missouri—Kansas City, the administration just put the finishing
touches on its first new residence hall in nearly half a century, the $22 million, 561-bed Oak
Street Hall, a suite-style building wired for the digitally savvy freshman. The building should
ease grumbling that the school couldn’t compete with neighboring universities for out-of-
town students until it addressed its meager housing situation. Like most new residence halls,
Oak Street is a welcome departure from the psych-ward look favored by dorms of the past.
“My mom says I’'m spoiled,” says junior Matt Franklin. “I always hear, ‘Back when I was in
school...”” Of course, back when she was in school, a dorm room didn’t cost $6,270 a year,
which is what students pay to live large in Oak Street—$1,000 more than students pay for a
similar room in a nearby hall.

UNIT ONE
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D __. So where does the money come — Giba L ' ‘
largesse . (fm/) when one gives money or
from? You. The schools borrow, then attach BN e e it Bisoe 1k thin %6, or-the i

building-user fees to pay back the bonds. money or gifts that they give AN

£ 9 @ 9@

The downside is the risk of establishing
class divisions on campus: the rich kids live in the fancy new digs. It’s a risk, however, that
colleges not only are willing to make but believe they must in order to compete.

Some schools are even trying to woo students with, well, refreshments. On select Friday
nights at Colby College, a private liberal-arts school in Maine, 21-and-older students can
enjoy a nice South African Shiraz (and various microbrewed beers) served to them by a
tuxedo-clad bartender. The wine tastings are part of Colby’s alcohol-education efforts. For a
dollar per varietal—cheaper than Schlit—undergrads get to drink the good stuff out of a crisp,
clean wine glass. __E

(Words: 757)

Bt

2 Second Reading 7

Directions: Read the text again more carefully to find enough information
for Exercises I, II, 11,1V & V.

Exercise | Understanding Text Organization
Directions: You may find there are a few sentences missing from the passage. Read the

article through and decide where the following sentences should go.

1. Now the universities are learning a new trick: if you can’t beat ’em, luxuriate ’em.

2. Enjoy it, kids. Once upon a time, all your elders had was a funnel.

3. It’s all part of the sales pitch to make collegiate facilities sound as nice as possible.

4. Construction-happy colleges rarely dip into their endowments to pay for their largesse,

5. The students are justifiably thrilled with their lavish new surroundings—but they also
expect it.

Exercise Il Multiple-Choice Questions

Directions: Complete each of the following statements with the best choice given.

1. Once upon a time, a typical college freshman’s day would begin something like

A. waking up in a creaky dorm room




B. stepping over your roommate’s dirty laundry
C. slumping down the hall to the bathroom
D. all of the above
2. In today’s college, you .
A. brush your teeth next to a total stranger
B. no longer use words like dorm or cafeteria
C. step over your roommate in your dorm
D. get a funny look if you say residence hall, or dining marketplace
3.___ ’snew rec facility features an outdoor pool with waterfalls, water slides and a hot
tub that seats 20.
A. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
B. The University of Houston
C. Ohio State University
D. The University of Missouri-Kansas City
4. ___ will pay for those fancy new digs.
A. The schools
B. The building users
C. The government
D. The community
5. The wine tastings are part of _____’s alcohol-education efforts.
A. Colby College
B. the University of Houston
C. the University of North Carolina
D. Ohio State University

Exercise Il Word Matching
Directions: Please choose from among the supplied words to explain the original forms

of the boldfaced words in the following sentences.

A. horrific B. persuade C. unpleasant D. disadvantage E. clever
1. Put it this way: colleges no longer use icky words like dorm or cafeteria.
2. It was totally weird that a major university had these horrendous facilities.
3. At the University of Missouri-Kansas City, the administration just put the finishing

touches on its first new residence hall in nearly half a century, the $22 million, 561-bed

UMIT ONE



— HEeXEReEIM———

Oak Street Hall, a suite-style building wired for the digitally savvy freshman.
4. The downside is the risk of establishing class divisions on campus.

5. Some schools are even trying to woo students with, well, refreshments.

Exercise IV Short-Answer Questions

Directions: Please answer the following questions briefly in your own words.

1. What kind of extracurricular life do today’s college students have?

2. “It’s no secret that the admissions process has become as ferocious as Tom Cruise in a
roomful of psychiatrists. ” What does this sentence mean?

3. What does the expression “if you can’t beat’em, luxuriate ’em” mean?

4. How do you understand the title of this article “which college brings the bling”?

Exercise V Discussion

Directions: Please discuss the following questions in pairs or groups.

1. What do you think of the rec facility on your campus?

2. Do collegiate facilities play an important role in your choice of university?

Text C

Mixed Results on Paying City
Students to Pass Tests

By Elissa Gootman

Offered up to $1,000 for scoring well on Advanced Placement exams, students at 31 New
York City high schools took 345 more of the tests this year than last. But the number who
passed declined slightly, raising questions about the effectiveness of increasingly popular pay-
for-performance programs in schools here and across the country.

Students involved in the program, financed with $2 million in private donations and




