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The primary goal of each Video Comprehension Book is to help students build
listening comprehension skills and gain a clear understanding of the characters and
story line in the Connect with English video series.

This Introduction and the following Visual Tour provide important information on
how each Video Comprehension Book and the corresponding video episodes can be
successfully combined to teach English as a second or foreign language.

PROFICIENCY LEVEL:
The comprehension exercises found in each Video Comprehension Book are accessible to high-

beginning through intermediate students. While the majority of the activities are written at the
high-beginning level, special What About You? features found throughout the books allow
teachers to raise or lower the level of difficulty of the materials according to their students’
abilities. These What About You? activities encourage students to share their personal opinions
and ideas related to the characters and the story. Many times, students are asked to predict what
they think will happen next. Because of the open-ended nature of these activities, there are
numerous opportunities for classroom discussion and debates. The What About You? feature can
also be used as the basis for writing and journal activities, creating further possibilities for
exploration of themes related to the Connect with English story.

LANGUAGE sKILLS:

The primary skill emphasized in each Video Comprehension Book is listening, along with
recognition skills related to facial expressions, body language, and cultural nuances. Additional
language skills/topics covered in each book include reading, oral communication, and vocabulary
development.

OPTIONS FOR USE:

Each Video Comprehension Book can be used in a variety of different learning environments,
including classroom, distance learning, tutorial, and/or independent study situations. Instructors
may choose to show the video during class time, while simultaneously using the Video
Comprehension Book. If access to televisions or VCRs is not possible, teachers can assign students
to watch the video episodes in a library, language lab, or at home. Class time can then be used
for review of the activities found in the Video Comprehension Book.

The Video Comprehension Books can easily be combined with other corresponding texts in the
Connect with English print program. For classes with an emphasis on oral communication skills,
Conversation Books 1-4 contain a variety of multi-level pair, group, team, and whole-class
activities based on important themes and events from each episode. For classes with a focus on
grammatical structures, Grammar Guides 1-4 provide multi-level practice in grammar and
vocabulary and also include various options for reading and writing activities. Finally, there are 16
Connections Readers which offer students graded reading practice based on the Connect with
English story. For additional information about the Connect with English print program, please
refer to the inside back cover of this book.




A Visual Tour of this Text

This visual tour is designed to introduce the key features of
Video Comprehension Book 3. The primary focus of each
Video Comprehension Book is to help students develop
listening and story comprehension. Video Comprehension
Book 3 corresponds to episodes 25-36 of Connect with
English, and it presents an assortment of activities dealing
with various aspects of comprehension, including
understanding main points, comprehending details, ordering,
decoding, inference, analysis, and more.

The Opening Page

The first page of each chapter introduces key characters and
themes from the corresponding video episode and builds on
students’ prior knowledge to help them predict upcoming e.vents.
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PREVIEW

This section
presents a brief
summary of the
video episode.
The three photos
highlight key
events from each of
the three parts of
the episode. The
Preview section
builds students’
confidence as it
gives them a base
of contextualized | -
clues about the
characters and story
line before they
watch the video.
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Kevin outside of the restaurant

Brendan, Anne, R and

ebecca,
Kevin at a restaurant

L]
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BEFORE You Watch ( |
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e PEFORE You Watch
Activities in this section
help students further
identify the characters
and story line. This
particular example is a
true / false activity which
utilizes students’ prior
knowledge and calls
upon their ability to
make inferences about
the information
presented in the photos,
captions, and speech
bubbles on this page.

v S

n and Anne.
1. Rebecca and Kevin goto a restaurant with Brenda

2. Rebecca tells
3. Kevin gets upset. ‘

a. Kevmwamskgbeaatomakedecwsfu him.
ebeca-ndxewnwnmewmﬁm.

sentence. Check (V) the answer.

(hem about the things in the safe deposit box

—_—
fa s

—_—

5. Brendan wants R
)\ what does Kevin want? Complete the

nd thathels —————
ebecca to understal
Kevin wants R 9 %
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What About You? activities provide open-ended questions that encourage
students to express their personal feelings, opinions, and reactions to the events
and characters in the story. Whenever possible, language prompts or cues are
used to provide linguistic support for lower-level students. At the same time,
these activities create a springboard for more sophisticated discussions among
students who are at higher levels of oral proficiency. The What About You?
activities can also be used as optional writing assignments.




WATZCH FOR MAIN IPEAS

This first viewing activity asks students to watch the
entire episode with the purpose of focusing on
major story highlights.

WHILE You Watch

) Who does Rebecca talk to? Check (+) their names.

4 Laura

TEE R
AFTER You Watch S ale aleie ene

How much do you remember about the story? Put the sentences in order from 1 to 5.
Then write the sentences in the correct order below.

a mwmmmmmm(m

b Kevin gets angry at Rebecca and starts to walk home.

© _ Inthe apartment, Rebecca, Brendan, and Anne talk about Rebecca's return to school.

d 1___ Rebecca tells Brendan and Anne about the safe depasit box.

e Kevin takes Brendan's car.

3 Rebecca tells Brendan and Anne about the safe deposit box.

2

3

4

5.

- - - L ] ®

Variety of Activity Types ®

A variety of different types of activities are
included in each chapter, including multiple-
choice, sentence completion, true/false, circling,
and checking activities. The numbered activities
are designed to be accessible to students engaged
in independent study — at home, in a language o
lab, or any place where they have access to a TV *
and VCR. However, instructors can modify most of
these activities into much more elaborate
conversation and/or writing topics. For example,

in the first sentence in Activity 5, we learn that
Rebecca does not want Kevin to live with his
friends. In a classroom setting, instructors can start
a discussion by simply asking the question, “Why?”

WHILE You Watch

The While You Watch section provides a focused
viewing activity dealing with specific people, places,
things, and/or events central to the development of
the story.

AFTER You Watch

Activities in the After You Watch section ask students
to recall specific information about the story. The first
activity is usually a sequencing exercise dealing with
the order of the major events in the episode. Many of
the activities in this section also include an emphasis
on recognition skills for facial expressions, body
language, and cultural nuances.

Omaa-.p-.h-uu-t () Yes or No.

™ 1. Does Rebecca want Kevin to five with his friends?
2. Does Kevin want Rebecca to decide what he should do?
3. Does Brendan want Kevin to take the car?

4. Do 8rendan and Anne want to help Rebecca and Kevin?
5. Do they want to give money to Rebecca and Kevin?

‘mhm—rmhm“(v)u-‘
°® |

® L

Lavrais

a. the Caseys’ neighbor

b. Kevin's girlfriend © Rebecca's friend

vt Aoy,
..... ,@ What do you think will happen? Check () Yes or No.
Yes No

1. Will Brendan find out the car is gone?
2. Will Kevin come home safe?
3. Will Rebecca and Kevin go to the farm?

—
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WATCH FOR PETAILS

, : Watch PART 1.

WHILE You Watch

What does Rebecca tell Brendan and Anne? Check () the sentences she says.

1. __V___ ~The Union Oyster House is one of the oldest
restaurants in the United States.”

“Il take your coats.”

“By the way, this is my treat.”

“Youl love them.~

“We have some good news.”

“We found 2 metal box in Dad’s room.”

pNEwN

I

AFTER You Watch

§3) How much do you remember about the story? Check (1) True or False.

- True False
1. The Union Oyster House & an old restaurant. S
2. Everyone fikes the oysters.
3. Rebecca tells Brendan and Anne about the $50,000.
4. Brendan is happy to have the ring
5. Brendan will wear the ring.

il

1. Who wants to pay for dinner? Rebecca /Kevin
2. Who shares their good news? Brendan and Anne /Rebecca and Kevin

3. Who remembers his mother’s ring? Brendan /Kevin

oot

Aboy,
----- @ Do you like to try new foods? Complete the sentence. Circle your answer.

1 liketotry new foods.
usually sometimes never

500 32 page s

AFTER You Watch

The After You Watch activities continue to check
students’ comprehension of the story and help to
solidify their understanding of the subtle nuances
related to the characters’ feelings and emotions.

Watch PART ;_

WHILE You Watch
1. I can/don’t understand that.”
2. “Do you think this is the right /correct time?”
3. "Anne and | have been reading /talking about this whole situation.. . .~
4. “That would give you both time/money to think about what you want to do.”
5. “You're our family/friends.*
6. "Come home with us. . . even for a weekend/short while.”

AFTER You Watch

/}) How much do you remember about the story? Circle the answers.

1. Kevin goes to Laura's house/college.

2. Kevin and Laura o for a ride/stay home.

3. Rebecca says Kevin needs time to think /a new job.
4. Anne and Brendan tell their idea to Rebecca /Kevin.

5. Brendan and Anne want Kevin and Rebecca to buy /visit their farm.
6. At the farm, Rebecca and Kevin can meet their grandmother /cousins.

o
e ®
et Abou, eo0°®
..... » What is your opinion? Check (+) Yes or No.

1. Does Brendan have a good idea for
Rebecca and Kevin?

2. Does Rebecca like Brendan’s idea?
3. Will Kevin like Brendan's idea?

Yes No

EPISODE 32 page 6

. WATZH FOR PETAILS

The Watch for Details section helps students develop
a more specific understanding of the video story. Each
video episode is divided into three viewing sections,
labeled on-screen as Part 1, Part 2, and Part 3. In this
section of the book, students are asked to view one
part at a time, and comprehension is checked with
more detailed activities regarding the characters and
their experiences.

WHILE You Watch

Many of the While You Watch activities in Video
Comprehension Book 3 require students to listen

and watch carefully in order to identify speakers, key
vocabulary, or completed actions or events. In this
example, students listen for specific lines spoken by
each character, giving them practice in listening

for details.

Watch PART Z.

WHILE You Watch

@m&mrm # for Rebecca, 1 for Kevin, or  for Brendan.
1. _E_ “When are you returing to California and college?”
2. “Inever agreed to that "

3. “Maybe Il take the rest of the semester off.”

4. ____ "Hey, leave me alone!”

5. "i'snot easy for a kid to lose his parents.”

6. "Why did | ever leave Boston in the first place?"

AFTER You Watch
@Mmdoywmwmﬂnnmy?w-mnmmmhm

a. return 1o college d. Brendan’s rental car

Vb, his friends e. doesn't see
€ Rebecca f. the restaurant
1. Rebecca, Kevin, Brendan, and Anne leave
2. Anne thinks Rebecca should
3. Kevin wants to be with __"
4. Kevin gets upset with
5. Kevintakes
6. Rebecca Kevin take the car.

@I‘dmhw“y.mbmfuﬂm(‘/)ﬂnmm.

1. Anne says, “Oh, don't give up school.”

she is a. angry b. worried
2. Kevin says, “You do what you want, I'l do what | want}”
Heis ___ a. happy b. angry

w

. Brendan says, “There must be something we can do.”
Heis ____ a. postve _____ b. negative

EPISODE 32 page 5.

« » * Discussion Topics Encourage Conversation

The What About You? activity shown here asks
students to share their opinions on certain issues
occurring in this episode. These questions can be used
as a basis for in-class discussions in which students
discuss and compare their impressions of the events in
the story.




HIGHLIGHTS

The Highlights page offers students an opportunity ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ;

to explore various cultural and language points
from the story.

CULTURE

These boxes expand on subject matter found in

video by providing cultural information about life in

the United States and Canada. In this example,

students learn about different ways that people
choose to pay restaurant bills. An open-ended What
About You? activity always follows the culture point
and encourages students to compare and contrast
their understanding of this new information with the

corresponding cultural situation in their own
countries.

EXPRESSIONS

In this section, students have an opportunity to

with some of the key idioms and expressions from the
episode. Only those expressions which were presented
in the context of the video story are included in this

section. Care has been taken to ensure that the

CULTURE

In the United States and Canada, when people eat together in restaurants, they
can choose to pay in different ways.

the °

Sometimes one person
pays for everyone.

Sometimes each person
pays for himself or herself.

1. In your country, do people ever ask for
separate checks?

Check (/) Yes or No.

2. Do you ever pay for everyone?

EXPRESSIONS

Match the underlined words from
the story with their meanings.

“This is my treat.”

“These are not for me.”

*This means a great deal to me.”
= "It's crazy for you to drop out.”

This s very
important tome.
@\

Y}

)

P

work
[¢]

vocabulary features high-frequency items that students
might encounter in conversational American English.

REVIEW ANP PlscUss (

STORY SUMMARY

@ Use the words in the box to complete the story summary for Episode 32. ‘ °
- L]

angry
listens

Rebecca and Kevingotoa ¢

apartment car

restaurant

farm
them

care

idea
see

money things

¢ ~ 20 with Brendan and Anne, Rebecca tells

about the they found in the safe deposit box, and the

W
from the insurance policy. She gives Brendan the ring, They leave the restaurant,

)

and Rebecca talks about taking of Kevin. He gets

) ]
+ Rebecca, Brendan, and Anne talk about Kevin. Kevin comes in,

and walks

away, At the

T

~ to them, and runs out. He takes Brendan's -

- Laura, his girifriend. Brendan tells Rebecca his -

Rebecca and Kevin to visit the

» and he goes to

. He wants

T

You make
big mistakes
on impulse.

=

VIEWPOINTS

Watch the video discussion group.
What does Olga mean? Circle the answers.

-~

1. Olga thinks [t was a good/bad idea for Kevin to take the car,

2. she thinks it is good to plan our actions/act without thinking.

Olga Bafoueff,
Belgium

vt Sboy,
---- SELID  What s your opinion? Chack (v/) 1 agree or I disagree.
lagree | disagree
1. Nobody is listening to Kevin,
2. Kevin needs to make his own decisions.
3. Kevin needs to listen to someone older.

EPISODE 32 page 8

- REVIEW ANP PlscUss

This final page of each chapter gives students the
opportunity to review the entire episode and offers a
chapter-culminating discussion topic.

STORY SsUMMARY

In this section, students summarize the episode by
selecting and inserting key vocabulary used in the
video or earlier in the chapter. As in every exercise in
the chapter, a sample answer is provided.

*** VIEWPOINTS

Activities found in the Viewpoints section are based

on the final review portion of the video episode. In this
part of the video, various non-native English speakers
from around the world talk about the episode and
share their personal feelings about things that
happened. Students using Video Comprehension Book 3
are asked to interpret and react to these comments and
ideas in a final What About You? activity.




TO USE THIS

'NNECT WIRERSENGEEHE R R

hel-p you learn English. Watch the program by yourself, in a classroom, or with family or
friends. Record the program so you can watch it again. The episodes are closed-captioned.
Turn on your caption system to see the words on the screen and get extra help in
following the story.

This book will help you understand the story. Each episode has three parts. Before you
watch the episode, look at the pictures in the Preview section. These pictures will show you
some of the most important events from each part of the episode. The activities
underneath the pictures will also help you get ready to watch.

Watch the episodes as many times as you need to. If you can, watch the whole episode
one time through. Then you can go back and watch each part of the episode again. As you
watch, you will see on-screen labels that say Part 1, Part 2, and Part 3. At the end of each
episode, you will also see a group of students talk about the story.

The activities in the Watch for the Main Ideas and the Watch for the Details sections
will help you learn the most important things that happen in each episode.

When you see a What About You? activity, you have a chance to talk about your own
ideas and opinions about the Connect with English story. Discuss the questions and
answers with your friends, family, or classmates. Your teacher might even ask you to write
about your ideas.

In the Highlights section, a Culture box will tell you about life in the United States and
Canada. In this section, you will also have a chance to talk about your country and how it is
similar to or different from what you have learned about the United States and Canada.
The Expressions section will help you understand some common American English phrases
and expressions that the characters say in the episode.

On the last page of every chapter, a Story Summary reviews everything that happened
in the episode. Look back through the activities you have already completed for help in
doing the summary. The Viewpoints section gives you a chance to hear what some other
English students think about Connect with English.

Remember, as you use this book, here’s how you can connect with English: watch and
record the episodes, read the book, and talk about the program with your family, friends,
or classmates. Most of all, have fun and enjoy the story!
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«Rebecca is very happy

«Rebecca Casey is a

singer. She lives in when she is accepted
Boston with her brother, to the San Francisco
Kevin, and her father, College of Music.
Patrick.

« In San Francisco, Rebecca « Rebecca needs a job to
stays with her godmother, pay for rent and school.
Nancy Shaw. Nancy rents She doesn’t have any
rooms to other students. luck at her interviews.

« Rebecca gets a job at an
after-school program. father on the phone. She
She meets Ramon’s son, worries about his health.
Alex, and Alex’s best
friend, Vincent.

3, Rebecca has car trouble on
the way to San Francisco.
She gets help from a man
named Alberto. He is from
San Francisco.

6. Alberto and Rebecca go
on a date. Rebecca
meets Alberto’s parents
and his brother, Ramon.

9. Rebecca and Ramon
become very good friends.
Ramon tells Rebecca that
his ex-wife Christine is
moving to Los Angeles.
Christine wants to take
Alex with her.




v N i A
« The after-school program
has a picnic. Some boys call
Vincent names because he
is Asian-American.

« Ramon tells Alex that his

mother wants to take
him to Los Angeles. Alex
gets angry at his father.

LOCOKING
AHEAD

£8

2 o

« Rebecca and Emma teach 12 Rebecca wants to give Alex
the children about and Vincent free guitar
prejudice. Vincent’s parents lessons. She goes to Mrs.
won't let Vincent come Wang's house to talk to her
back to the program. about it.

At Mr. and Mrs. Mendoza’s 15- Nancy and Angela come to
retirement party, Alex tells the party with some bad
Rebecca that he doesn’t news about Rebecca’s
want to move to Los father. He is in the hospital.
Angeles.

In this part of the story, Rebecca goes home to Boston. She meets
her uncle, Brendan, for the first time. Rebecca and Kevin have to
make some important decisions about their future. Rebecca’s friend
Sandy needs their help.

W @ What

1. Is Rebecca’s father going to be OK?
2. Should Ramon let Alex move to Los Angeles?
3. Will Rebecca ever go back to San Francisco?

is your opinion? Check (¥”) Yes or No.

Yes No




EPISODE 2 5

i ecla ' >
Rebecca flies home to Boston. She thinks about her new life in
San Francisco, and about her family and friends in Boston.

Culture Focus: Keeping in Touch

Kevin tells Rebecca about their father’s condition.
Rebecca visits her father in the hospital.

Culture Focus: Health Insurance

ﬁebecca‘célls her uncle, Brendan Casey.
Sandy comes to the hospital to see Rebecca.

Culture Focus: Living Far from Family

EP]SODEZ g

Pétﬂ'ri‘ckk avn'd Brendan have a chance to speak to each other.
There is an emergency at the hospital.

Culture Focus: The Death of a Loved One

Pétrick Casey is remembered by his friends and family.
Rebecca and Kevin talk about their father at the cemetery.

Culture Focus: Funerals




EPISODE 3 @

Rebecca and Kevin have many decisions to make about their future.
Anne and Brendan want to help.

Culture Focus: Buying Insurance

Kevin and Rebecca find some important things that belonged
to their father.

Culture Focus: Immigration

Kevin gets upset with his family.
Brendan and Anne have an idea that might help Rebecca and Kevin.

Culture Focus: Paying the Restaurant Bill

Kevin talks to Rebecca about his feelings.
They agree to make some plans for their future.

Culture Focus: Crying in Public

EPISODE %/ JL,
Sandy calls Rebecca and asks for help.
Kevin says that he will think about Brendan'’s idea.

Culture Focus: Domestic Violence

(7‘) ’?
EPISODE N\,/)\\]/

/

Rebecca and Kevin help Sandy move out of her apartment.
There is some trouble with Jack.

Culture Focus: Support Groups

EPISODE ) (3
: D )((D

Rebecca and Kevin visit Uncle Brendan and Aunt Anne’s
farm in lllinois.

Culture Focus: Farms

TABLE OF CONTENTS iv



REBECCA e
REMEMBERS

In this episode, Rebecca is flying to Boston. She is very worried
PR EVIE W about her father. She thinks about her family and friends.

Here's to the 'y
I\ beginning of a
I new life!

Rebecca on the plane Rebecca remembers Rebecca remembers
Nancy’s house her father at home

BEFORKE You Watch

@ Look at the photos above. Complete the sentences. Choose the answers.

1. e S Rebedealis

a. on the plane b. at school c. at the hospital

2 et di e S iShelis

a. watching a movie b. thinking ¢. reading a book

3. 3 _ Rebeccaremembers meeting _the people at Nancy’s house

a. the people at Nancy's house b. Bill c. Alberto

4. _ __ Rebecca thinks about

a. Sandy b. Kevin c. her father

What do you usually do when
you travel?

® o o 0

| usually

EPISODE 25 page 1



WHILE You Watech

e What does Rebecca remember? Circle the answers.

2.

a. the Mendozas' party a. going to music school a. playing softball with Alex
b. meeting Alberto in the desert b. giving guitar lessons b. helping Alex study for a test

5:

a.@king to Ram:éer a. Kevin telling her to stay in Boston
b. dancing with Ramon b. Kevin telling her to go to San Francisco

AFTER You Wateh

How much do you remember about the story? Check (/) True or False.

True False
. Rebecca is on the plane to Chicago.
. She remembers getting bad news about her father.
. Rebecca thinks about driving from Boston to San Francisco. v

Rebecca remembers her first dinner at Nancy’s house.

She thinks about music school, and about her job.

Rebecca remembers talking with her Dad on the phone.
She knows she was right to leave Boston.

®NOWV A WNS

She knows that her family didn’t want her to go to school.

~ EPISODE 25 page 2




1. Sheis happy and relaxed.

2 L She is worried about her father.

3. _____ Shedoesn't want to go back to Boston.
4

She is frightened about the future.

What does Rebecca want? Circle the answer.

...togo to

music school
in Boston

... to see Matt
in Boston

nat_Aboy,

e o 0 0
»

What do you think will happen? Check (/) Yes or No.

1. Will Rebecca’s father get better?
2. Will Rebecca go back to San Francisco?

Yes

No




WATCH FOR PETAILS

Watch PART 1.

WHILE You Watch

Listen to Rebecca’s conversations with Nancy, Ramén, and Kevin.
/ Circle the words you hear.

1. Rebecca: “What is it/wrong?”

. Nancy:  “It's your father. He's very sick fin the hospital .”

. Rebecca: “I have to call/go home. May | use your phone?”

2
3
4. Ramén: “Of course. There’s a phone in the restaurant/kitchen.”
5

. Rebecca: “Is he OK? What did the nurse/doctor say?”

AFTER You Wateh

How much do you remember about the story? Put the sentences in order from 1 to 5.
/ Then write the sentences in the correct order below.

a. __ Rebecca remembers Nancy coming to find her at the party.
b. 1  Rebeccais flying home to Boston.

C. Rebecca remembers asking Ramén to use the phone.

d. Rebecca is sorry she had to leave the Mendoza’s party.

e. Rebecca remembers calling Kevin about their father.

Rebecca is flying home to Boston.

=1

G i o

What is your opinion? Check (/) I agree or I disagree.

| agree | disagree
1. Nancy should go to Boston with Rebecca.
2. The Mendoza family is worried about Rebecca.

EPISODE 25 page 4



