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Abstract

Philosophy is the reality of thought. Since reform and opening up, the
philosophy in China is closely interrelated with the historical process of reform and
opening up. In general, and from the mainstream, 30-year philosophy in China is the
theory that characterizes and advances the great practice of building socialism with
Chinese characteristics. It is also Marxist philosophy in progress with Chinese
characteristics, manner and style.

Reform and opening up is the great practice of socialism with Chinese
characteristics. Since reform and opening up in 1978, great changes have taken place
in China’s economic, political and the whole social life. As a theoretical expression
of such great changes, philosophy has experienced and been undergoing its own
changes. Based on the theoretical framework of philosophy, the philosophical
situation can be generally divided into three stages since the foundation of the
People’s Republic of China: the textbook philosophy before the 1980s, philosophical
reform basing on reflecting textbooks in the 1980s, the post-textbook Philosophy
which takes the reflection of modernism as the main content. In the new era, under
the guidance of the strategic decision of the central committee of C. P. C applying the
Marxist theoretical research and construction projects, constructing Marxist
philosophy with Chinese characteristics, manner and the style, has become the
common goal in philosophy circles in China. A series of important research
achievements have been obtained.

The historic starting point of reform and opening up is the ideological guideline
of emancipating the mind and seeking truth from facts, which was established in the

Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the C. P. C in 1978. The
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philosophical base of this ideological guideline is to take the practice as the sole
criterion of verifying the truthfulness of knowledge; the practical significance is to
emancipate people’s thought from the durance of the “Two-All”, paving the way for
constructing socialism with Chinese characteristics. Therefore, emancipating the
mind is a profound ideological revolution, a profound revolution in philosophy above
all. In the process of this revolution, the philosophy in China takes on the dual
mission that supports each other: to advance the emancipation of the mind in society
and to achieve emancipation of the mind on philosophy itself.

i

With the point of view “Practice” to re-understand and interpret Marxist
philosophy, and with “the practical materialism” to summarize and express the
character and nature of Marxist philosophy, are not only related to the issue of
“explaining path” of Marxist Philosophy, neither just related to the problem of “how
to name” Marxist philosophy, but also to show the fundamental understanding of
Marxist philosophy intensively. It profoundly illuminates how to uphold and develop
the Marxist philosophy in the great practice of constructing the socialism with
Chinese characteristics.

The theories and practices in the 30-year reform and opening up show that,
theoretical result of “the practical materialism” is derived from and served to the
great practice of constructing socialism with Chinese characteristics. First of all, the
reality foundation and theory premise on proposing and exploring “the practical
materialism” are the great discussion on “practice is the unique criterion for verifying
truthfulness”. The researches and feasibility studies deepened this debate in the
theoretical level, thus advanced the emancipation of mind in the whole society.
Secondly, re-understanding and interpreting the theory of active reflection in Marxist
philosophy by “the practical materialism”, understanding and interpreting the
relationship between people and the world, subject and object by the thought of
practice, are not only derived from the critical and explorative spirit requested by
reform and opening up, but also provide important theoretical support for such

spirit. Thirdly, the issue of “subjectivity”, “inter-subjectivity” and “intercourse
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practice” are prominence of “the practical materialism”. It dose not only theoretically
demonstrate the enthusiasm, initiative and creativity requested by the reform and
opening up, but also theoretically explores and resolves human’s practical issues in
the progress of “economic globalization”. Fourthly, “the practical materialism”
proposes the relationship between human’s activities and the disciplines in history.
It resolves a series of major issues in the development of history, such as the
inevitability and chanciness, the reality and possibility, inclination and selectivity,
thereby, to provide deep philosophical thought in exploring the socialist road with
Chinese characteristics by the law of development of history. Fifthly, “the practical
materialism” is from “the realistic human being and their development of history”, to
understand the relationship between people and the world, to understand the
relationship between human being and nature, human being and society, as well as
human being and themselves. Therefore, it is both the response to all the issues
proposed by the social life using the “development” idea and the “transform?”
concept, and the philosophical reflection on “development” itself. It can provide
theoretical resources for the scientific outlook on development. Sixthly, “the
practical materialism” explores and resolves the most fundamental theoretical issue
in-depth, which is “Marxist philosophy is the world outlook’ that changes the
world’”. Therefore, it provides the most fundamental theoretical support for
philosophical outlook in order to carry on emancipating the mind, reform and
opening up firmly.

“Development is of overriding importance.” This is the basic concept of
contemporary China’ s reform and opening up and constructing socialism with
Chinese charac teristics. This basic concept has changed China so that China’ s
development has attracted worldwide attention. In the process of development, all
kinds of new opportunities and challenges constantly deepens the understanding of
development, forms a guideline of the scientific outlook on development . The most
significant essence of “Scientific Outlook on Development” is development, with the

people-oriented core. Its basic requirement is comprehensive, coordinated,
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sustainable and balanced. This is a great strategic thought to construct socialism
with Chinese characteristics. The philosophy in contemporary China, based on “The
practical materialism” in the process of “development” philosophy research, has
provided important theoretical support for understanding and implementing the
Scientific Outlook on Development in-depth.

Since reform and opening up, China’s construction of philosophy disciplines has
made plentiful achievements. It lays a solid foundation to construct Marxist
philosophy with Chinese characteristics, manner and the style. While getting into
the 21st century, China’s construction of philosophy disciplines and philosophy
education reform obtained a new institutional support. The philosophy disciplines of
a few universities were appointed as the National Key Disciplines; a set of research
institutions for philosophy of a few universities were appointed as the key Research
Institutes focused on the humanities and social science research by the Ministry of
Education; a few universities’ Philosophy Research Bases were identified as “Project
985” national philosophy and social sciences Innovation Base ; some universities’
Philosophy Departments’ research subjects were identified as major or key projects
which qualify for National Social Science Fund and the Ministry of Education fund.
Furthermore, while the central committee of C. P. C is implementing Marxist
theoretical research and construction projects, the editing of Marxist philosophy
textbooks is set as the first batch of Key Construction Projects; the history of
Marxist philosophy, the history of Chinese philosophy, the history of Western
philosophy, ethics, religion, and other textbooks are set as Key Construction
Projects. From 2001 to 2007, seven “Marxist Philosophy Forums”, have deeply
discussed the issues of the contemporary values of Marxist philosophy, the ontology
of Marxist philosophy, contemporary Western study of Marxist philosophy, Marxist
philosophy and modernization reflection, Construction of contemporary forms of
Marxist philosophy, Marxist political philosophy, research paradigm of Marxist
philosophy , etc. The Academic discussion on Marxist philosophy has been extended

to “dialogue” research of Chinese philosophy, Western philosophy and Marxist
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philosophy. The research particularly assumes a common mission for philosophy
circles in China to construct Marxist philosophy with Chinese characteristics,
manner and style. The exploration of sinicization of Marxist philosophy has made
more and more broad consensus as well as extensive research achievements.

As China’s increasing integration into the international society, how to improve
and expand the position and power of our “thinking ability” in the international
society has become China’s major task in social development, especially in the
cultural development. Philosophy, as the core of culture, plays an important role in
this task. Philosophy circles have been clearly aware of the importance and urgency
of this issue. During the 30 years of reform and opening up, especially since the
beginning of the new century, no matter the discussion of integration among Chinese
philosophy, Marxist philosophy and Western philosophy, or the reflection and
renewal of the Chinese philosophy’s legitimacy, or the voice to construct the form of
Marxist philosophy with Chinese characteristics or the efforts to make Western
philosophy “speak Chinese”, the scholars’ consciousness is embodied.

Engels said:“Our theory is a developing theory and not a dogma that must be
learned by rote and mechanically repeated. ”® The philosophy, in the way of
characterization and promoting the great practice of socialism with Chinese
Chara.cteristics,is to emancipate the mind, seek truth from facts, and progress with
times, is to reflect traditions, face the reality, and explore the future. Constantly
keeping on the mind emancipation, and constantly keeping on reform and opening
up, are not only a great revival road of the Chinese nation, but also a bright

developing road of philosophy in contemporary China.

@D  MARX K, ENGELS F. Selected Works of Karl Marx and F. Engels: vol. 4{M]. Beijing: Renmin Press, 1995
681.



