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Abstract

Through a critical analysis of both Husserl’s and Levinas’ interpre-
tations of the Other-1, i. e. , intersubjective relation, we have attempted
in this book to disclose the internal predicament of the Cartesian philos-
ophy as it is indicated by the very problem of intersubjectivity. The
problem of intersubjectivity, as it arises within the Cartesian philoso-
phy, seeks first of all to address the problem of the other and of the
community from a strictly first-personal perspective, which finds its cli-
max in Husserl’s transcendental theory of Intersubjectivity. From a
transcendental perspective, Husserl attempts to demonstrate the possi-
bility to constitute the sense of the other and that of the intersubjective
community within the transcendental consciousness, which, if succeed,
would show the transcendental foundation of an objective world on one
hand, and render the essence of all sociality transcendentally under-
standable on the other. Nonetheless, Husserl’s effort to redeem his
transcendental philosophy from the solilpsism pitfall fails, because the
transcendental intersubjectivity constituted within the transcendental
ego can but be a community of objectified subjects, which is deprived of
any constituting power.

Different from Husserl, Levinas rejects from the start the tran-
scendental( constituting) subject and Husserl’s approach to the inter-

subjectivity as well. But insofar as Levinas defines the ego as an atomic
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unity, absolutely separated from other egos, he also has to face up to
the problem as to how I can get out of my interiority in order to reach
other persons. Nonetheless, Levinas is not concerned with the possibi-
lity for the transcendental subject to constitute the sense of others, but
the possibility for my absolute and infinite responsibility for the Other.
This “ethical” approach to the intersubjective relation requires, accord-
ing to Levinas, a complete transformation of the western egological phi-
losophy tradition as a whole. However, in spite of Levinas’ profound
criticism of the philosophy of subjectivity and the tradition it belongs to,
he is hardly free from the grip of Cartesianism. Consequently, his ap-
proach to the intersubjective relation, starting from the absolute Other
rather than the absolute ego, also fails to show the possibility of tran-
scending the solitude of the subject.

Nonetheless, Levinas’ attempt to effect an ethical turn within the
philosophy of subjectivity does awake the long-forgotten spiritual and
moral motivation underlying Descartes’ turn toward subjectivity, which
manifests itself in a claim for an absolute self-responsibility. It is indeed
in their shared aspiration to such an absolute responsibility that we can
find the deep spiritual association between Husserl and Levinas. More
importantly, it is out of this aspiration to an absolute responsibility both
philosophers come down to the problem of intersubjectivity. Thus,
through a disclosure of this connection between both philosophers, we

could further see the depth of the aporia of the philosophy of subjectivity.
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