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Preface to the Second Edition

It is a great honour and indeed a privilege to be invited by Professor Huchui Xu to
write the preface of this edition of his book. My contact with Professor Xu now began
some nine years ago when he first contacted my school via its website with the prospect

of entrusting his son’s education to my colleagues and myself.

Sure enough Haitian Xu came to Wellington School as the first ever pupil from the
People’s Republic of China. He was later joined by other students from Shenzen. I wan-
ted all of them to experience education in its fullest form in the spirit of the Latin word
“educare” to lead or draw out the best in an individual. I allowed them a week to settle
in their boarding houses but quietly talked to my Housemasters and Housemistress regu-
larly to determine how our new students had adapted to an alien environment. The
students were not homesick for they were too busy. They were surprised that teachers
talked to them in and out of lessons and cared about them as individuals. Yes the food
was different and English students should work harder. It shocked many an English

student as to how competent PRC students were in spoken English.

I put the latter to the test. After Haitian had been at the school for three days I de-
liberately “bumped into him” as he walked from his boarding house to the Science labo-
ratories. I said “How are you Haitian?” His immediate reply was, “Fine Sir and how

are you?” Such colloquial English put my mind at rest!

All these Chinese students either entered Colleges at Oxford or Cambridge Univer-
sities to read Engineering, Natural Sciences, Mathematics or joined equally prestigious
Science, Actuarial Science, Economics departments in other equally good universities
in the UK. In fact it was my privilege only last year to attend the graduation ceremony of
a Chinese architectural student who read the subject at the famous Manchester School of
Architecture ( Manchester University) . Two months later I attended her closest friend’s
graduation ceremony in Oxford. The friend from Wellington School days was another
Shenzen student and both students once shared a room in the girls boarding house at
Wellington School! The latter graduated in Mathematics from Lady Margaret Hall, Ox-
ford and is now training as an Actuary in the UK. Two years at an English boarding
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school had given them greater independence and the ability to freely and fearlessly

speak their minds to and with their mentors.

I recall one summer, two weeks before the start of the school year, entertaining a
group of some 20 PRC students who were at Wellington on a language and an acquaint-
ance course. We were taking tea in the back garden of the Headmaster’s House. My
wife, a very experienced linguist, identified one boy Robbie Li who had taught himself
French for six months in China before arriving here. At A Level he studied French,
Mathematics, Physics, Biology and Chemistry scoring A grades in all five subjects, he
added Spanish Language to his A Level in the second year, and he is now reading
French and German at a Cambridge College. Not only did Robbie prove to be one of the
best ever linguists from Wellington School but he was also a concert class pianist per-
forming upon request in different places in the South West of England. At school his re-

laxation was his nightly visit to the Steinway grand piano!

It truly has been my privilege to advise many PRC children on their choice of uni-
versity and ultimately the college of their choice if applying to Oxford, Cambridge or
Durham universities. I hope the boarding house experience where they learned to share
each others lives and to be tolerant and independent helped prepare my students for life
at university. Equally my English students benefited much from the cross cultural expe-

riences they shared with students from Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Beijing and Shanghai .

I thank Professor Xu for his missionary role in all of this and for allowing his son
Haitian to be the first ever PRC student at Wellington School to gain a place at a Cam-
bridge College. Long may we continue to learn to understand and respect each other,

culturally, emotionally, philosophically and educationally

Let us continue to open young minds so that they may open doors of opportunity to

so many exciting careers in the 21 century.

Alan J. Rogers
Alan J. Rogers
Former Headmaster Wellington School , Somerset, UK (1990 ~2006)
Current Headmaster, Lodge International School , Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia
(2006 ~2008)
September 2007
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