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Studio Curios

People call articles with artistic and cultural connotation in history “relics™ or
“curiosities”. The curios named in this book are only a line in relics, that is, small
articles for daily use, small instruments and knickknacks in a scholar’s studio . Their
basic features are elegant and ingenious.

Curios are a sort of studio culture. Half of the things are daily use articles of a
scholar, the other half are art products for connoisseurs to appreciate. Since ancient
times wise artists have been accustomed to “combine appreciation with use”, they
took useful objects as carriers to apply their skills. Their outstanding originality and
artistic property were expressed even in the most essential brush, ink, paper and inkslab.
So all these studio curios become precious for the modern people who appreciate, but
do not use them .

Brush, ink, paper and inkslab are cultural relics, people call them “four
treasures”. We think we should know them first macroscopically. Just think, the long,
profound and brilliant Chinese civilization of 5,000 years is just produced, developed
and flourished on this“platform”. How can it be not precious?

We are surprised to find, after reading an investigation material, 75% of pri-
mary school students do not know what are the “4 treasures in a study”. Of course, in
computer age, civilization no longer depends on the 4 treasures alone. But, being
ignorant of one’s own origins and of their history makes us feel disappointed, in a
way. )

Most later comers will know from this book what are the 4 treasures in a study
created by our fofefathers. As a matter of fact, cultural curios are far more than the 4
treasures. All the two hundred and more art products introduced in this book are
private collection, spanning several thousand years, made of gold, metal, jade and
dozens of other materials, nearly a hundred categories. The book here exhibits a pecu-
liar and wonderful world, far exceeding the realm of curios. We give knowledge re-
garding curios, but the knowledge is extensive, not limited to the antiquities. Differ-
ent ages, different materials, different aesthetic standards, different artistic intentions
turn out a feast for the eyes, contend in beauty and wonder, splendid and superb
articles and ornaments in studies. Meanwhile they are a corner in the great and excel-
lent edifice of the Chinese civilization, a miniature and a review, so to speak.

The pictures of cultural curios collected here are by no means complete, but
they are representative. We have little talent and less knowledge, the short explanation
given to every object is not free from mistakes. Fortunately, the exquisite pictures are
clear and honest. We believe, kind and genteel collectors and readers will get some-

thing fresh and beneficial.

Han Tianheng,
Han Huizhi
New Year’s Day, 2005
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Modern Padauk arm resting rack, painted by Cheng Shifa, engraved by Bean House

Stone
Tang Epitaph of Magistrate Shen of Shangjin County ..
Song Seal box
Ming Yingde stone, engraved by Sun Kehong .
Oltig Red LINght SIO0E o ammammsrmummpresn s
Qing Inkslab screen, engraved by Wu Changshuo .
Modern Pebble grain like in dangerous in Sanxia
Ming Qingtian seal “Depth of Firewood Door”, engraved by He Zhen ...
Qing Seal “Shu Duan’s copy ", engraved by Huang Yi
Qing *“Poem, Calligraphy, Painting, Seal by Qiantang Wu Fengzao™, engraved by Qian Song ..
Qing Green stone seal “Orchid Words Study”, engraved by Xu Sangeng
Qing A pair of seals “Zhi Fu”, “Ru Lun Stamp”, engraved by Wu Changshuo.
Qing “Fang Wenjun Seal”, engraved by Huang Shiling
Qingtian big seal “Hundred Plum Building”, engraved by Qi Huang .
Ming Big seal, Monk Cave, Mt.Shou
Qing Seal with a queer ox atop, engraved by Yang Yuxuan
Qing A pair of fish bram ring seals, Mt.Shou
Qing Transparent séal stone, from Fengmen, Qingtian
attached: green Fengmen stone;

green bamboo Zhou Village SLONE ........oovvriririeississiseinsisiiiici s 246

Qing Two white lotus seals from General Cave, Mt.Shou
attached: Qianlong White lotus seal with official hat button;

new 3-color lotus seal
Qing A group of tianhuang seals, Mt.Shou
Litchi wine seal stone, Mt.Shou .................
Carmine Shanbo transparent seal, Mt.Shou ..
A group of chicken blood seals, from Changhua
Chicken blood big seal, from Balin, Inner Mongolia, engraved by Liu Shuoshi ..
“Monkey™, yellow gingtian stone seal, engraved by Yang Liuhai ..o
Crystal seal from Wenyang, Mt.Shou, engraved by Yao Zhongda
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Yuan Painted carved brush with heart lines
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