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| You Go, Girl
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What | learned at a very early age was that | was responsible for my life.
And as | became more spiritually conscious, ! learned that we all are responsi-

ble for ourselves, that you create your own reality by the way you think and

therefore act.

Oprah Winfrey
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The Past Is Past

In the aftermath of hurricane © Katrina, Oprah Winfrey went down
to New Orleans. The unrivalled® queen of the chat-show broadcast from
the devastated city wept at the stories of survivors and braved the citizens
there. She then demanded action from the whole country with people in
New Orleans to combat catastrophe. It was Oprah who set the tone of na-
tional shock.

It is a dominance that has been 20 years in the making and shows
no signs of diminishing. The Oprah Winfrey Show is now watched in 121
countries. In America alone,49 million people tune in each week. The
show has spun off into a magazine,a TV channel and a film production
company, all of them furthering the Oprah brand.

As racial minorities struggle to break into the mainstream,Oprah is
black , proud and a force no one can ignore. Oprah is also a woman in a
man’s world,but a strong woman whom no man dare cross. Finally, as the
Christian right denounces homosexuality®, Oprah recently devoted a
whole show to a gay decorator who lost his partner in the tsunami ®, Mid-
dle Americans tuned in by the millions to care,share and weep alongside
Oprah and her bereaved gay friend. That is not just Oprah’s media domi-
nance; that is real social power.

When Oprah was born, her father was in the military ©. Soon after

her birth,her mother, who worked as a housemaid, moved north. So she

hurricane : n. JEX; 8 KU
unrivalled ; adj. .58 H.8Y
homosexuality ; n. [ 7%
tsunami : n. ¥§OH

military ; n. ZEPA
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was taken care of by her maternal grandmother who lived on a pig farm
in Mississippi. Although they lived in poverty, yet under her
grandmother’s watchful eye,Oprah became an outgoing,small child.

To her grandmother’s surprise, Oprah would use the cobs she col-
lected to make dolls,and “interview” them one by one. Her cute per-
formances and witty © questions always drew neighbors’ attention and
won their laughter. But nobody predicted that this hobby would make
Oprah the American media queen.

It is tempting to see this terrible childhood as vital to understand
Oprah’s genius as a talk-show host. At age six, Oprah was sent to live
with her mother in Wisconsin. There, aged nine, she was raped by a
cousin. Other relatives and family friends would also sexually abuse her.
Not surprisingly ,she became a troubled teenager ,once sent to a juvenile
detention home,and pregnant at 14 (the boy baby was prematurely still
born). So far, so horrific. This undoubtedly caused the young girl much
suffering , as she later recalled,“1 was almost destroyed. ”

No wonder others confess their weaknesses and fears to her. What-
ever has happened to them,Oprah has probably suffered more and talk-
ing certainly seemed to help her. Her riches and power seem almost a by-
product @ of her success at overcoming her past. “To have the kind of in-
ternal strength and internal courage it takes to say, ‘ No,I will not let you
treat me this way’ ,is what success is all about,” so did she tell an in-

terviewer.

@ witty:adj. KURA; HLE /Y
@ byproduct:n. BI7= &
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The Past is Past

After leaving college , Winfrey became the first black woman news-
caster in the local TV station. She then took a job as a television reporter
in Baltimore. But her bosses noticed she had a problem distancing herself
from stories; she would laugh during interviews,and weep at sad events.

But a weakness as a journalist could be a strength as a host. She
moved to the breakfast show. It was the pivotal ® moment. “It was like
breathing to me. Like breathing, you just talk,” she later said. And talk
she did. So much so that,by 1984 ,she had taken over the AM Chicago
TV show under the order of the boss. A year later,the show’s name was
changed into The Oprah Winfrey Show, which is well-known now. She
went national and Oprah became the American talk show queen.

Oprah is unafraid of exposing her own troubles. Her yo-yoing weight
is something viewers are constantly informed of. She once had a wheel-
barrow loaded with fat brought on to tell audiences exactly what her 67-
pound weight loss represented. She has been open about her history of a-
buse and that she once smoked cocaine. But for every confession,
America’s women loved her more ,drawing solace @ from her struggles as

they coped with their own.
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The Best Actor Ever.
Marlon Brando
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Never confuse the size of your paycheck with the size of your talent.

Marlon Brando
KIERBEEFH KOS LA RN A/ERERK,
—op-mxg

There was no public service to honor Marlon Brando when he died
in 2004 at the age of eighty. The actor’s sister, Jocelyn Brando, said he
would have hated such an event. The family held a small private ceremo-
ny @ instead. Brando did not seek public attention when he was alive. He

protected his private life. But he was a huge star. This, combined with his
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