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Rhythmicity, Self-sufficiency and Self-similarity
—Comment on Characteristics of Chinese Language and Character

Li Pu
(Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their Applications, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: The article research the Rhythmicity in linguistic form and self-sufficience in content of language
structure through kinds of linguistic units in Chinese language and further points out that Rhythmicity and
self-sufficiency are common self-similarity in Chinese language units at all levels. This means on the one hand
a higher Chinese language unit can divides into two, on the other hand two lower units can combine into one
unit. Those units corresponding and opposing and supplementing each other from monosyllabic morpheme to
highest unit in sentence structure. All the units carry out expression function in accordance with the principle of
Symmetrical balance. Similarly the Chinese characters have their own Rhythmicity and self-sufficiency and
shared self-similarity with Chinese language. So character as a independent unit transforms phonic Chinese
language which makes use of auditory sense into one concrete and intuitive that makes use of auditory sense
and visual sense. It is no doubt that Chinese character will couple with Chinese language as long as the latter
exists and will be one of eternal characters.

Key words: characteristic of Chinese language; characteristic of Chinese character; Rhythmicity; self-sufficiency;
self-similarity; independent unit function of Chinese character; Chinese character concrete and intuitive
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